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PREFACE 
 
 
 
This book was born of a dream: to build a network of higher edu-

cation institutions in Portugal, Brazil, Angola and Mozambique that 
have long been working together on culture-related topics, both in 
teaching and research. We do not intend to present an exhaustive car-
tography of what has been the work of each of the institutions that cur-
rently comprise the International Network in Cultural Studies (RIEC) 
in this short introduction. However, we would like to highlight some 
ideas. First, a precaution; then, we intend to present a few challenges. 

Referring to precaution: the truth is that nobody “owns” Cultural 
Studies. The field’s greatest challenge is that each one has to appropriate 
it from their specific contexts and concerns; that is, Cultural Studies will 
be that which each institution, each cultural context, needs (and allows) 
it to be. This much can be perceived, for example, from the different 
texts present in this book, which derive from totally different contexts. 
Furthermore: their places of scientific and academic origin, institutions, 
academic points of view, and epistemological and methodological per-
spectives are entirely different. And therein lies, in fact, the interest and 
fecundity, the demand and potentiality of Cultural Studies and this In-
ternational Network in Cultural Studies, created in 2020. 

Cultural Studies will be what each institution and its respective re-
searchers want it to be. And nothing more. This is the first precaution. 

In addition, the texts in this book raise a few challenges: questions 
regarding methodology, theory, recognition, and visibility, as well as 
the very challenge of strengthening collaborative networks. 

The truth is that these texts, fruit of the 1st Conference of the In-
ternational Network in Cultural Studies (RIEC) – which happened 
online in the middle of the pandemic period, on May 24 and 25, 2021 
– form a basis that allows us to get to know each other as researchers, 
to know who we are and what we study. But they are also an opportun-
ity to share our research results with the academic community, 
strengthening RIEC while simultaneously inviting dialogue between 
academia and society. 
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This book is, therefore, the portrait of a beginning. A beginning 
of self-knowledge and hetero-knowledge. And a very generous begin-
ning at that, since the texts in this book reflect a gesture of sharing be-
tween institutions at different points in their development, at different 
points in Cultural Studies. 

In these texts, their authors, very experienced and belonging to uni-
versities of great relevance in their fields, share their institutions’ history, 
experiences in teaching, research, and outreach activities, and integrate 
them into their specific social, cultural, and academic contexts. 

This book is, effectively, a valuable collection of texts that unfold 
into very different areas, methods, and research objects, contemplating 
areas such as artistic studies (in several dimensions), education, geog-
raphy, sociology, anthropology and ethnography, physical education 
and leisure, philosophy, history, psychology, and tourism. The Inter-
national Network in Cultural Studies is comprised of all these differ-
ences, which speak of its enormous potential for cooperative work. 

Not trying to reduce the richness and multiplicity of the texts pres-
ented here, we would nevertheless argue that this Network, which is 
not defined by its object, as Cultural Studies can never be defined, does 
not have “one object”, but multiple objects. Thus, as the texts published 
here will attest, while this is not an area defined by a specific objectual-
ity, it possesses a certain type of outlook, a certain kind of research, a 
choice in the way of doing research, outreach, and teaching. 

In these texts, which synthesize the research developed in RIEC 
member institutions, qualitative methodology is, by far, the most used 
by researchers, which should not come as a surprise since this method-
ology appeals to interdisciplinarity, simultaneously pointing to inter-
nationalization, capillarity, hybridism, and cartography as goals. All 
these dimensions are found in the very genesis of Cultural Studies: the 
social and cultural critique that seeks to know the strategies, the gaps, 
the dribbles that often unfold in an intervention intended to be “micro-
bial” (incidentally, an expression present in this book). Or, as Professor 
Suely Rolnik well emphasizes: a research practice that seeks to detect, 
study and value the micro-resistances, the micro-activities, that allow 
us to make a difference. 



PREFACE

The texts in this book also cover a wide range of thematic interests: 
space, territorialization, deterritorialization, city, social cartography, 
self and hetero-recognition of subjectivity, memory, and history. How-
ever, one of the concerns running deep throughout the book refers to 
decoloniality and coloniality, the latter of which, for example, Professor 
Sílvio Figueiredo calls “resource pillage.” In addition, the book contem-
plates knowledge and practices related to social vulnerability, local ac-
tivisms, the daily lives of traditional medicine, traditional knowledge 
about nature and the world, and the popular culture of celebration, tra-
ditional and peripheral. Other texts are intersected by themes of devel-
opment and market culture, citizenship, and education. 

In fact, we could say that the three major axes that subterraneously 
underlie the content in this book are education, democracy, and colo-
niality/decoloniality. Moreover, identity, hybridity, participatory man-
agement, public policies, and cultural and social markers of gender, 
class, race, and age are very present elements in the educational work 
and research concerns of institutions that are part of RIEC. 

The texts in this book, which seek to address the concerns and re-
search interests of the eight institutions that participated in this 1st 
Conference, also contemplate discourses, tensions and deconstructions 
about the body and corporal and cultural expressions, forms of resis-
tance to neoliberalism, neoextractivism, and necropolitics, besides deal-
ing with the production of social meanings and representations, 
studying the religious and spiritual component of culture, as well as di-
verse forms of hegemonic and counter-hegemonic thought, from tech-
nology to tourism. 

Thus, based on the observation that Cultural Studies is territori-
alized by the tensions related to the culture of each place where they 
are practiced, this book presents a cartography divided into seven mo-
ments and spaces, drawing the panorama of this field of studies at differ-
ent institutions and cultures of the Portuguese speaking countries that 
comprise RIEC. There are seven chapters, located in higher education 
institutions in Angola, Brazil, Mozambique, and Portugal. 

The first chapter, titled “ISPI: First Steps on the Path of Scientific 
Research”, reveals the moment of Cultural Studies in an Angolan in-
stitution, Instituto Superior Politécnico Independente [Independent 
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Higher Polytechnic Institute] (ISPI), which emphasizes scientific pro-
duction directed towards the development of the surrounding commu-
nity. Projects in articulation with the community, perspectives for the 
future, and challenges faced at the moment are also presented. 

Regarding the second chapter, “Concrete Experiences of Interuni-
versity Cultural Planning and Management in Norte Fluminense (Bra-
zil)”, it brings us reports of projects developed by the authors at the 
Fluminense Federal University, which involve communication and au-
diovisual as a possibility for discussions, questioning, and production 
of apprehensions about the relationship with space and culture beyond 
hegemonic ones. 

In the third chapter, “Leisure Studies and Cultural Studies: The 
Work of the Oricolé Research Group at UFMG/Brazil”, the authors 
present an overview of the scientific productions developed from the 
dialogue between Leisure and Cultural Studies in the Oricolé research 
group, based at the Federal University of Minas Gerais. These produc-
tions range from dissertations and theses, either finished or under de-
velopment, to post-doctoral projects, which have leisure and the 
questioning of discourses, knowledge, and concrete practices of the 
populations under study as their axis. 

In the fourth chapter, “The Journey of Geplec/UFPR/Brazil and 
Cultural Studies: Between Strategies and Breaches”, the authors present 
a mapping of the studies by the Geplec research group at the Federal 
University of Paraná, encouraging the dialogue between Leisure and 
Cultural Studies and focusing on discussions and productions about 
leisure, the appropriation of urban space, its tensions and possibilities 
of resistance. 

Concerning the fifth chapter, “Sociocultural Diversities, Express-
ivities and Resistances: the Research Experience of the Center for 
Higher Amazon Studies”, the authors bring reports about the Center 
for Higher Amazon Studies and its relations with Cultural Studies, cal-
ling for investigations in which resistance practices are configured, 
whether they are related to gender issues and popular culture practices, 
as is the case of a study concerning women who play carimbó (an activity 
usually practiced by men), or about the Cofradía del Santísimo Sacra-
mento de los Diablos Danzantes de Yare. 



PREFACE

In the sixth chapter, “The Mozambican Man and his Culture: what 
Spirituality? A Case Study in the Districts of Govuro, Homoíne, and 
Zavala “, the authors present the results of a study in which they deal 
with issues regarding the description and the need to value the ancestral 
knowledge and practices related to the spirituality of the Mozambican 
people (specifically in the districts studied), conceiving them as possi-
bilities of resistance to the hegemonic discourses currently apprehended 
in the social body in this country, and which also dialogue with the 
processes of colonization of Mozambique. 

In the last chapter, “Portuguese Cultural Studies: The Legacy of 
Stuart Hall”, the author presents the panorama of Cultural Studies in 
Portugal, how this area has been territorialized in the country, as well 
as the challenges this interdisciplinary field has experienced in Por-
tuguese higher education institutions. 

We do not intend to be exhaustive in this introduction. Still, we 
must emphasize that this first RIEC book presents a set of issues and 
concerns that are already major themes and primary concerns for the 
International Network in Cultural Studies. 

It is true that an intense and extensive program of studies and de-
bates lies ahead of us. And it is true that we do not need anyone to teach 
us what Cultural Studies is, because this is already Cultural Studies. 
The Cultural Studies we present in this book and want to develop 
through our Network. 

 
 

Aveiro, November 16, 2021 
Maria Manuel Baptista and Francisco Welligton Barbosa Jr 
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ISPI: FIRST STEPS ON THE PATH OF SCIENTIFIC 
RESEARCH 

 
Mariana dos Santos de Sá Lemos Teixeira 

 
 
 
Since 1845, Angola has undergone numerous changes in its edu-

cational system. The first reform took place that year, with the official-
ization of teaching in the country. After that, it again experienced 
educational reforms in 1906 (after the Berlin Conference), 1927 (with 
the end of the first Portuguese Republic and the emergence of the Na-
tion-State), 1933 (with the new constitution of the Portuguese Repub-
lic), 1967 (with primary education covering the elementary cycle, thus 
involving grades 5 and 6), in 1978 (in the post-independence period), 
and finally in 2001 (after the promulgation of the Basic Law of the Edu-
cation System) (Zau, 2012, cited by Michingi, 2013). 

According to Michingi (2013), the Angolan educational system 
was strongly influenced by the period of great political and economic 
changes in the 1970s and 1990s. Angola’s independence, in 1975, led 
to institutional adjustment and, thus, a general rethinking of the State 
and its systems. On that account, the reorganization of the Educational 
System was based on the need to change the colonial Angolan educa-
tional system, which was then deemed inefficient, limited, and pre-
dominantly centered on Portuguese culture. According to data from 
the Ministry of Education (Revista Novembro, 1982, cited by Mich-
ingi, 2013), approximately 85% of the population was illiterate, which 
revealed the importance of the education sector for the development 
of Angolan society.  

After this period of organization, in the years 1975 to 2001, with 
the essential aim of reducing illiteracy statistics, the educational system 
was characterized by a strong massification of education through in-
creased opportunities and free basic education (Santo, 2000, cited by 
Michingi, 2013). To address the population’s need for education, there 
was a significant increase in teaching staff, as well as training of working 
teachers. 
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Thus, the new educational system was organized in the form of 
four subsystems: 1) the regular basic education subsystem (it en-
compassed the 1st level of basic education up to grade 4; grades 5 and 
6 as the 2nd level; and the 3rd level grades 7 and 8); 2) the secondary 
and pre-university education subsystem; 3) the adult education sub-
system; and finally, 4) technical, professional and higher education sub-
systems. All these subsystems operated according to a centralized 
management model. 

For most of the main actors in the education sector, the first (post-
independence) educational reform was considered a failure. Chief 
among the various factors is the armed conflict that took place from 
1975 to 2002. According to the 2011 “Education for All Global Moni-
toring Report” (United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization [Unesco], 2011): “Countries affected by armed conflict 
are among the farthest from reaching the Education for All goals, yet 
their education challenges go largely unreported” (p. 06). 

According to the same report, in countries where armed conflicts 
occur, about 28 million children of elementary school age are out of 
school, leading to low literacy rates compared to countries considered 
poor where there are no conflicts (Unesco, 2011). Therefore, the Basic 
Law of Education was created in 2001, Law no. 13/01 of December 31. 
This law was enacted based on “(...) profound changes in the socio-econ-
omic system, namely the transition from a socialist-oriented economy 
to a market economy (...)” (Decree No. 13/01 of December 31, 2001 - 
Ministry of Education, 2001). This law brought about restructuring in 
the organization of the Educational System, which, until 2001, was struc-
tured in four subsystems, as mentioned above. Thus, education is now 
structured by the following education subsystems: 1) pre-school educa-
tion subsystem; 2) general education subsystem; 3) technical and profes-
sional education subsystem; 4) teacher training subsystem; 5) adult 
education subsystem; and 6) higher education subsystem. 

In addition to creating new subsystems, such as the pre-school edu-
cation subsystem, each of the subsystems also undergoes profound 
changes. Monodocence up to sixth grade is now instituted, a change 
that has been the subject of several discussions over the years. As a result 
of these changes and peace and political stability, primary education 
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saw exponential growth in both the number of students and teaching 
staff. There has also been an enormous expansion of the university net-
work at the higher education level, in parallel with the integration of 
master’s and doctorate degrees (Law Decree No. 13/01 of December 
31 - Ministry of Education, 2001). 

Before the approval of Law 13/01, the government had approved 
“The Integrated Strategy for the Improvement of the Educational Sys-
tem for 2001-2015” as a guiding instrument for the consolidation of 
quality public education for all over a 15-year period. According to the 
Angolan government, this “(...) was conceived and drawn up with the 
fundamental goal of making known the general and specific character-
istics (diagnosis) and the short, medium and long term prognosis of 
the Educational System” (Integrated Strategy for the Improvement of 
the Educational System 2001-2015, 2001). 

To achieve this goal, three intervention periods were established: 
1st Period - Emergency phase (2001 to 2002), which corresponded to 
“(...) the implementation of actions related to the first indispensable 
needs for the immediate rehabilitation of the Educational System (...)” 
(Integrated Strategy for the Improvement of the Educational System 
2001-2015, 2001); 2nd Period - Implementation phase for the foun-
dations of the new system (2002 to 2006), in which the actions that 
could not be implemented in the 1st phase will appear in the form of 
two programs; and finally, 3rd Period - Phase of consolidation and ex-
pansion of the system (2006 to 2015), through the creation, unifica-
tion, and improvement of the National System of Employment and 
Professional Training (Integrated Strategy for the Improvement of the 
Educational System 2001-2015, 2001). 

By 2014, from Ermelinda Liberato’s (2014) perspective, Angola 
seems to be meeting the goal of providing education and training for all 
Angolans. Despite this progress, the author states that “(...) the road is 
still long and the difficulties to be overcome are numerous (...)”. However, 
“(...) quickly these obstacles will be overcome” (Liberato, 2014, p. 1028). 

In 2016, the Angolan Government revoked Decree 13/01 and 
published the new Basic Law for Education and Teaching 17/16 of Oc-
tober 7. This new Law ratifies that all individuals have equal rights in 
accessing, attending, and succeeding in school at the various levels of 
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education through the free education system, education support until 
9th grade, and the provision of school meals for all individuals attend-
ing primary education in public educational institutions (Law Decree 
17/16 of October 7 - Ministry of Education, 2016). In addition, this 
new Law confirms the fundamental and compulsory importance of the 
Preschool Education System for children from 3 months to 5 years of 
age. After pre-school education, the three subsequent cycles follow. 
These are primary education (1st to 6th grade), secondary education 
with the I cycle (7th to 9th grade), and the II cycle (10th to 12th grade). 
Later will come university education or technical and vocational edu-
cation, after grade 9, in public and private Training Centers, for all ages 
(Law Decree 17/16 of October 7 - Ministry of Education, 2016). 

In 2017, the last year of implementation of the National Devel-
opment Plan for 2013-2017, we saw the continuation of the goal of 
promoting human and educational development and ensuring educa-
tion and lifelong learning for all (free and quality - SDGs, 2030 
Agenda). To this end, there has been a prioritization of programs re-
lated to literacy, the expansion of pre-school, the development and im-
provement of primary and secondary education, and the improvement 
of the system of training and capacity building of education staff. 

Despite the increase in the number of school-aged children attend-
ing school, the increase in access to other levels of education, teacher 
training, and the general improvement in the educational system since 
the end of the civil war, we have noticed in recent years an oscillation 
in the percentage of the General State Budget (OGE) allocated to edu-
cation (2017 - 6.77%, 2018 - 5.78%, 2019 - 6.05%) making it difficult 
to improve the infrastructure, conditions, and tools of education 
throughout the country, but especially in rural areas. 

In summary, from the colonial policy, which “(...) limited the 
school progression of (non-white) Angolans” (Liberato, 2014, p. 1028) 
to the post-independence period with universal, free and compulsory 
education, Angola has been registering a valorization of the role of 
school and education as fundamental for human development. In the 
words of Ermelinda Liberato (2014), “Whether it was (...) under a tree 
or in a classroom, the important thing was for everyone to have access 
to education” (p. 1028). 
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Today we can still see an improvement in access to literacy and edu-
cation, from elementary school to university education. 

As far as university education in Angola is concerned, it is dis-
cussed by authors such as Carvalho (2012) and Silva (2004), pointing 
out two phases in its historical path: a first phase from 1962 to 1974 
(during the colonial period) and a second phase in the post-indepen-
dence period, from 1975 to the present day. 

According to Correia Filho and Aleaga (2021), the first period cor-
responds to a parallel phase between the dictatorial domination of Por-
tuguese politics and the waves of revolt of the liberation movements, 
culminating with Angola’s independence in 1975. 

After independence, Angolans took over the “management” of the 
educational system, placing the education sector as one of the priorities 
for the country’s social progress, thus making it accessible to all and 
eliminating the educational elitism that existed until then. Hence, there 
was an urgent need to train staff that could correspond to the devel-
opment of all education cycles. However, the civil war and the econ-
omic policies of the time hindered this process, and education, as 
mentioned above, went through several phases until, in 2001, the Edu-
cational Reform (with the approval of the Basic Law of Education nº 
13/01 of December 31) brought a period of “stability and resizing” 
(Correia Filho & Aleaga, 2021, p. 196). 

The approval of the Basic Law of Education in 2001 was the start-
ing point for the creation and approval of several other decrees, which 
had the fundamental objective of regulating the process of creation, 
functioning, and development of educational institutions, namely 
higher education ones (public and private), such as decree no. 35/01 
of June 8. With the signing of the Peace Accords on April 4, 2002, 
which marked the end of the civil war, Higher Education expanded to 
all provinces, which were divided into eight academic regions. 

In 2011, when higher education in Angola was rapidly expanding, 
with 17 national universities (7 state and 10 private), the Independent 
Higher Polytechnic Institute was created in the Province of Huíla. This 
polytechnic resulted from the continuity of an existing project in the 
capital of Angola - the Independent University of Angola (with which 
it is no longer affiliated). 
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The province of Huíla has an area of approximately 79,023 km2 
and is located in southwest Angola. It includes 14 municipalities: Lu-
bango (capital municipality), Quilengues, Humpata, Quipungo, Ca-
conda, Matala, Caluquembe, Gambos, Cuvango, Jamba, Chicomba, 
Chipindo, Chibia and Cacula. As Angola’s second-most populous 
province, Huíla has a primarily young demographic structure. It has 
about three million people, representing 10% of the national popu-
lation (INE). Almost half of Huíla’s population is concentrated in the 
municipality of Lubango, with about one million people. 

The Independent Higher Polytechnic Institute (ISPI) began its ac-
tivities in the municipality of Huíla, near the city’s emblematic Cristo-
Rei, with six undergraduate programs in the areas of Management and 
Marketing, Law, Information Technology and Business Management, 
Computer Engineering, Teacher Training, and Communication 
Sciences. Although there was a great boom in access to higher educa-
tion in Angola with the end of the civil war (2002), in 2011 there were 
only 5,499 university professors at a national level, this being one of 
the main difficulties in implementing the courses mentioned above 
(Carvalho, 2012). However, in 2012 ISPI added the Sociology and Fi-
nance and Accounting programs to its range of degrees, becoming, at 
the time, one of the few institutions to offer these two areas. 

Since 2012, the ISPI has been growing and developing its different 
departments, and today it is an institution with about 5,000 students 
and more than 160 professors. After seven years of maturing and con-
solidating its undergraduate programs, in 2018 there was a need to ex-
plore the outreach and research components within the “teaching - 
outreach - research” trinomial, as it is well known that these com-
ponents of higher education are responsible for the production and de-
velopment of sustainable scientific knowledge. Thus, ISPI initiated 
contacts with foreign institutions, mainly with Lusophone countries, 
such as Brazil and Portugal. Visits were made to some universities, such 
as the Federal University of Santa Catarina (UFSC), the University of 
São Paulo (USP), the Positivo University (UP-Brazil), the University 
of Beira Interior (UBI-Portugal), among others, in order to establish 
partnerships for the development of the institution’s scientific sector 
and to gather experiences in the scope of good university practices. 
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After this trip and as a result of the contacts made, especially in ele-
mentary school teacher training and social sciences, ISPI’s first Inter-
national Conference (CIEPI) was held. There was, and still is today, an 
important need to discuss primary education in the province, especially 
concerning teachers’ actions and teaching methodologies. To this end, 
parallel to the conference and with the presence of specialists in this area 
- such as Professor Ariana Cosme – several courses within the scope of 
educational projects on subjects such as “childhood learning “, “auton-
omy and flexibility of the curriculum”, among others, were held for 
teachers from the province’s educational community. Consequently, and 
considering the need to continue to discuss education and more inclus-
ive educational practices, the International Conference on Inclusive 
Education was held, also in partnership with the local government - with 
the support of professors from the University of Minho and the Uni-
versity of Aveiro. During this conference, a series of training sessions 
were held for teachers and guardians on topics such as high abilities, 
Down syndrome, curricular adaptations, and learning difficulties. 

Parallel to these actions, in order to develop practices related to 
university outreach, the latter being manifested as the third pillar in 
the university’s interactive pyramid, ISPI opened its university outreach 
department in 2019. Although the concept of university outreach is a 
concept already provided for in the first regulatory norms of higher 
education (Law Decree no. 90/09 of December 15, 2009), it is cur-
rently a process of growing concern for educational institutions in An-
gola, being – in the words of Ima-Panzo - “fashionable” in university 
discourse and discourse about the university (Ima-Panzo, 2018). 

In this sense, according to the Internal Regulation of the ISPI Uni-
versity Outreach Area, this area was created with the general objective 
of making the knowledge and culture under ISPI’s domain accessible to 
society, whether they originate from its own production or the system-
atization of the available universal knowledge (article 5), having as spe-
cific objectives for this purpose: a) Maximize the relations between ISPI 
and Society; b) Enhance ISPI’s participation in the life of the commu-
nities; c) Democratize access to knowledge; d) Articulate teaching and 
research with the social and cultural needs of the population; and e) Pre-
serve and value culture and knowledge, respecting cultural diversity. 
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In search of responding to these fundamentals, in 2019, a partner-
ship was initiated with the Regional Museum of Huíla. The creation 
of this museum is closely linked, in its most remote origin, to the cre-
ation of the first museums in Angola. Museum activity in Angola offi-
cially began on September 8, 1938, with the creation and opening of 
the Museum of Angola, housed in the S. Miguel Fortress, in Luanda. 
According to documents in the archive of the Regional Museum of 
Huíla, it was set in a house donated by a provincial doctor after he had 
moved to the country’s capital. With this donation, Machado da Cruz, 
a social sciences researcher and professor at the present Mandume Ya 
Ndemufayo University (formerly Diogo Cão High School), with the 
goal of collecting and studying paleontological, archaeological, and eth-
nographic resources, requested authorization from the acting district 
governor for the creation and opening of a museum in Lubango city. 
The Regional Museum of Huíla was founded in 1957 with two main 
sections: the first, of Portuguese ethnography, with the educational pur-
pose of showing Portuguese culture to the children of the colonists 
(born in Angola); and the second, within the scope of African anthro-
pology, currently containing collections not only from the province 
where it is located, but also from other southern provinces, such as Na-
mibe, Cunene, and Cuando Cubango. 

Although it has existed since 1957, and only came under the tute-
lage of the Ministry of Culture in 2014, there is still little knowledge, 
not only provincially but especially nationally, of the collections it 
holds, as well as little interest by the population. It was with the main 
purpose of expanding the dissemination of the museum and “taking” 
its collections to a broader audience that, as a result of the partnership 
established with ISPI in 2019, there was the initiative to carry out a 
project to virtualize the museum, making it a community virtual mu-
seum - through the creation of a mobile and desktop application. This 
project had the specific objectives of facilitating virtual guided tours 
and promoting not only digital inclusion, but also the democratization 
of information and educational equality. To this end, in the first stage, 
images of museum pieces were collected, and the 3D digital tour of the 
museum is currently under completion in order to provide the digital 
visitor with a visit similar to the physical visit, where he will be able to 
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click on the pieces, see their photos and have access to a set of informa-
tion about their provenance. By 2022 we hope to finish this project 
and make it publicly accessible. 

In parallel, ISPI has been associated with other community devel-
opment projects, such as being part of the FRESAN technical group, 
which aims to contribute to the reduction of hunger, poverty, and vul-
nerability to food and nutritional insecurity in the southern provinces 
most affected by climate change - Cunene, Huíla, and Namibe - and is 
also linked to the provincial office of the Social Support Fund (FAS) 
with a project for the integration of internships and the training of 
ADECOS (community development agents), and the Provincial Com-
mission for Child Protection, where it provides support, on the one 
hand, in producing the communication plan for the emergency project 
of temporary institutionalization of children living on the streets, and 
on the other hand, where it supports the selection and training of social 
activists who will accompany the process of temporary institutional-
ization and subsequent family reintegration. This support is intended 
to create an Observatory for Street Children, which will operate in par-
allel with the institution’s research center. 

After joining the International Network for Cultural Studies 
(RIEC), the need to disseminate Angolan culture was felt. And with 
this objective of disseminating the potential of Angolan culture and 
Angolan artists in the areas of literature, painting, sculpture, and cin-
ema, among others, the EXIB Project was also created. Its primary pur-
pose is to transform the institution’s library into a place where Angolan 
culture in all its aspects - from literature to cinema to painting - can be 
shown, reducing bureaucracy in a space that is typically considered for-
mal and making it possible to interpret the library as a space not only 
for knowledge, but also for stimulating culture. 

In this sense, with the small steps and projects it has taken, ISPI 
has positioned itself locally as an institution concerned with commu-
nity development – given its location within a province with a com-
munity with many needs regarding local development, especially in 
terms of training, social integration of children and young people, and 
gender emancipation, while being very diverse and rich both culturally 
and symbolically. 
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According to the Survey on Expenditure, Income and Employ-
ment in Angola (INE, 2019b), between 2018 and 2019, 40.6% of the 
population in this country, which has been going through an acute 
economic crisis since 2014, lived below the national poverty line. INE’s 
2020 Multidimensional Poverty Index Report estimates an increase of 
about 13% in the poverty incidence rate, pointing to a percentage of 
fifty-four percent. That is, it is estimated that approximately five out of 
every ten people in the country are multidimensionally poor (Multidi-
mensional Poverty Index - INE, 2020). 

According to INE data in Huíla province, the incidence of multidi-
mensional poverty is much higher than the national average, as it affects 
two out of every three people. The following figures, sourced from INE, 
show that most municipalities in Huíla have a high poverty incidence, 
since more than 90% of the population in each municipality is poor. 
As we can see, there is a higher prevalence of poverty at the rural level, 
and the most affected municipality is the municipality of Cacula, where 
about 98% of the population is poor. The more urban area, which in-
cludes Lubango, the capital municipality, has a lower poverty incidence, 
with a percentage of around 46%. 

 
 

Figure 1. Multidimensional poverty incidence and intensity rates in Huíla municipalities 
(population %) 

Source: INE, 2019a, Multidimensional Poverty in the Municipalities of Angola. Available 
at: https://www.ao. undp.org/content/angola/en/home/press/MultidimensionalPovertye- 

vent.html 
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Figure 2. Cartograms of the incidence and intensity of multidimensional poverty in Huíla 
municipalities (population %) 

Source: INE, 2019a, Multidimensional Poverty in the Municipalities of Angola. Available at: 
https://www.ao. undp.org/content/angola/en/home/press/MultidimensionalPovertye- vent.html 

 
Concerning schooling, as can be seen in the following figures, the 

data from the Multiple Indicators and Health Survey (2015 - 2016) 
show that the net school attendance rate in the province is considerably 
high (over 70%) in primary education. The net school attendance rate 
is around 30.9% for men and 39% for women at the secondary school 
level. This report also shows that the proportion of men and women 
aged 15-49 with primary, secondary, and higher education in Huíla is 
lower than the national average. Therefore, in addition to socio-econ-
omic problems, the province of Huíla still has many weaknesses at the 
level of training and school integration for children and young people. 

 
 

 

Figure 3. Net school attendance rate, Angola and Huíla  
Source: INE, IIMS 2015-2016. Available at: 

https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/fr327/fr327.pdf. 

Area Men Women Total

Primary education

Angola 71,4 71,2 71,3
- urban area 78,2 78,6 78,4
- rural area 59,4 57,7 58,6
Huíla 72,2 72,4 72,3

Secondary education

Angola 42,6 37,0 39,7
- urban area 53,7 47,6 50,4
- rural area 16,7 10,4 13,5
Huíla 35,0 26,9 30,9
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Figure 4. School attendance: women and men aged 15-49, Angola and Huíla  

Source: INE, IIMS 2015-2016. Available at: 
https://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/fr327/fr327.pdf. 

 
According to Cangue (2021), 
 

Investment in education, particularly higher education, is a 
priority for Angola, strengthening and improving new train-
ing capabilities that allow technicians to provide increasingly 
effective answers and explore and innovate the vastness of 
natural resources the country possesses (p. 17). 
 

It was with the desire to better understand the problems associated 
with this community, as well as the medium and long term training 
needs, that in 2020 ISPI began to outline, on the one hand, the ISPI 
Research Center (CEMI) and, on the other hand, post-graduation pro-
jects. In this way, CEMI is intended to be a Multidisciplinary Research 
Center that aggregates different areas of knowledge, and can thus be 
an interlocutor of each science’s vision on a single issue. To this end, 
the Center will have as its main research nuclei: education and learning; 
computer science and engineering; gender, entrepreneurship, and cul-
ture; and finally, litigation and arbitration, thus allowing different areas 
of science to look at problems that are common to the surrounding 
community. Higher Education Institutions certainly have a fundamen-
tal role in empowering the surrounding communities, through local de-

Highest level of education (% of the total in the 15-49 years old group)
Area None Primary not 

completed
Primary 

completed
Secondary not 

completed
Secondary 
completed

Higher %  
literate

Women

Angola 22,1 28,8 6,0 31,3 7,0 4,8 58,1
- urban 11,5 24,2 6,9 40,9 9,6 6,8 72,3
- rural 46,4 39,2 4,0 9,4 0,9 0,1 25,3
Huíla 27,3 38,9 5,5 22,9 3,5 2,0 42,3

Men

Angola 7,5 21,9 7,7 42,5 12,8 7,7 83,9
- urban 3,2 13,8 6,9 49,3 16,3 10,4 92,0
- rural 18,5 43,2 9,7 24,6 3,5 0,6 62,9
Huíla 18,9 34,0 6,2 32,1 5,6 3,3 65,47
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velopment projects that can empower social actors and contribute to 
improve the statistical frameworks previously mentioned. From the 
perspective of Fernandes: 

 
universities play a critical role in generating knowledge [...]. 
They contribute to it by carrying out research activities, mobi-
lizing public and private funding, building research abilities 
in human capital, attracting qualified researchers, and estab-
lishing partnerships with other entities [...] Universities con-
tribute to knowledge dissemination. The issuing of patents or 
co-modification of knowledge through intellectual property 
rights [...], the active involvement of universities in large and 
small businesses of commercialization of knowledge, the re-
lations of universities with companies or their entrepreneurial 
attitude are highlighted at this level. We must also emphasize 
the catalyst role that, in this regard, can be played by the exist-
ence of an innovation system (2011, p. 11). 

 
Thus, the role of HEIs is to produce tools that allow “knowledge 

transfer” through scientific research (Cangue, 2021). Through the pro-
duction of scientific knowledge, problems are diagnosed and possible sol-
utions are created, thus contributing to the country’s economic 
development. In the perspective of Justino Cangue (2021), “(...) thus, 
universities play multiple functions for local development (...) In general, 
public and private universities contribute with multiple valences for the 
growth and development of the country when well directed” (p. 08). 

It is with the perspective of consolidating the outreach and research 
process, through the execution of the mentioned projects, that ISPI be-
lieves it may be able to collaborate with RIEC as an institution that, al-
though young, may contribute to the scope of research on Cultural 
Studies, which is an area with different lines of research, such as, for 
example: modes of political and social construction of identities, na-
tion, race, ethnicity, colonialism, post-colonialism, sex, and gender is-
sues, among others. These areas have been the target of our outreach 
and research projects. 

However, we are sure that this perspective can only become a real-
ity with the continuation of partnerships and agreements, such as be-
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longing to this and other networks, where we find “older” institutions, 
more experienced and with mature and solid research paths, that share 
not only their know-how but also their enthusiasm for the incessant 
search for new knowledge and new approaches. 

For this reason, we now extend our best wishes to RIEC and all its 
member HEIs. 
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Introduction 

This text aims to share concrete experiences of cultural planning 
and management implemented approximately a decade ago in the 
Norte Fluminense region, especially in the city of Campos dos Goyta-
cazes, in the state of Rio de Janeiro. These experiences stemmed from 
interactions between groups at the Fluminense Federal University 
(UFF) and the State University of Norte Fluminense Darcy Ribeiro 
(UENF). Work started in 2007, based on the results obtained in the 
research developed, at first, only by the UFF workgroup. Later on, two 
educational projects were integrated: the Observatory of Education in 
Brazil Program (OBEDUC/UFF) and the Program for Initiation to 
Teaching in Physics (PIBID/Physics/UENF), through the approval of 
the project in a call for proposals for scientific dissemination by the Na-
tional Council for Scientific and Technological Development (CNPq). 
This partnership allowed the execution of craft photography workshops 
as an interdisciplinary didactic tool. In this project, we produced a set 
of fifteen postcards with objects representing the cultural heritage of 
the city of Campos dos Goytacazes (Rio de Janeiro) and a photographic 
exhibition titled “artisanal, precarious and gambiarra photography”, 
with images of the bridges that make up the Campos landscape. 

After the end of these research and teaching projects, we went on 
to propose university outreach actions, integrating groups from two 
universities. These projects are: the UENF Cultural Management pro-
ject (2020- 2023), in which we acted on two fronts in the implemen-
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tation of UENF’s university cinema at Cine Darcy and the organization 
of the periodical collections of Casa de Cultura Villa Maria, UENF’s 
house of culture. With the COVID-19 pandemic scenario, Cine Darcy 
activities, which were scheduled to take place at UENF’s movie theater, 
immediately went to the virtual/remote mode, while organizing the 
collections was done in person, due to the need imposed by the type 
of material we are working with, such as magazines and newspapers. At 
Cine Darcy, we organized debate sessions, film shows, and the screening 
of films produced by independent groups. As the newspapers were al-
ready organized, they demanded more attention for the organization, 
cleaning, and cataloging of magazines about theater, cinema, music, lit-
erature, design, architecture, general culture, and photographs, es-
pecially the collection of postcards from Brazilian cities.  

In all actions, the relationship between space and culture is in 
focus. We identify forms of spatial appropriation and organization 
through cultural actions, we create ways to disseminate cultural pro-
ductions, as well as organize spaces to facilitate access to cultural goods 
and materials of interest to researchers from the field of Cultural 
Studies in an interdisciplinary perspective, because we understand that 
culture is part of the existence of social life, before being a field of aca-
demic disciplinary domain.  

 
 

1. Contextualization of university and inter-university 
cultural actions in Norte Fluminense  

In 2007, we started the research titled “Planning, culture and 
higher education in oil-rich cities”1, with CNPq funding. We re-
searched the use of public resources for the cultural sector in the five 
Brazilian municipalities that benefit most from royalties and special 
participations2 from oil revenues and the relationship with data on 

1 Approved in CNPq’s Research Grants 2008-2010.
2  Special participations are petroleum rents paid to municipalities bordering ultra-

rentable wells. The municipalities of Campos dos Goytacazes, Macaé, Rio das 
Ostras, Quissamã, and Cabo Frio are the five Brazilian municipalities that receive 
the most resources from royalties and special participations.
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higher education. The research ended in 2010 with striking results. 
Over ten years of receiving oil revenues, only one of the five munici-
palities studied invested more than 2% of its budget in the cultural sec-
tor and built a new public cultural facility. The others did not build any 
new cultural equipment, and their investments in the sector did not 
reach 2% of the budget, unlike what the National Culture Plan (PNC) 
recommended. No municipality has implemented a municipal culture 
fund, approved a culture incentive law, or even opened a public tender 
for culture. Finally, we identified that all cultural facilities in the five 
municipalities are concentrated in the central area of the urban space, 
making it impossible or difficult for the majority of the population to 
access cultural facilities and events (Miranda & Rocha, 2011). 

However, even with these appalling data coming from the munici-
pal public administrations, when the research advanced to the analysis 
of the relation of cultural actions with higher education data, we ob-
served a vigorous university cultural life. Thus, dozens of cultural col-
lectives formed by university students were mapped, such as graffiti 
collectives (Miranda & Rangel, 2019), LGBTQIA+ collectives (Gevu, 
Castro & Miranda, 2020), women’s collective, black women’s collective, 
theater groups, music bands, and groups of university event producers. 
Especially in Campos dos Goytacazes, a city with three public univer-
sities in its territory, a differential in a medium-sized city in the north-
ern region of the state of Rio de Janeiro.  

Another important finding concerns the spaces used by university 
students. The university spaces themselves were stages for cultural actions, 
spaces for integration, and, especially, spaces for the diffusion of the ar-
tistic and cultural production of young university students and even high 
school students who already sought the university to exercise sociabilities. 
Access to books was mainly through loans in university libraries, since 
municipal public libraries are precarious and under construction most of 
the time, preventing the public from accessing the collections to consult 
periodicals and books. In the city of Campos dos Goytacazes, bookstores 
are distant from university spaces, not easily accessible, or do not fulfill 
the function of bookstores, as is the case of bookstores in shopping malls, 
bookstores specialized in religious books, and the city’s old bookstores, 
which specialized in selling school supplies.  
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After these findings, the workgroup at the Research Laboratory 
on Planning, Culture, and Spatial Representations (Lab-Cult/UFF) 
was consolidated to organize the actions of interactions between teach-
ing and research. Initially, we organized study groups to strengthen and 
expand our knowledge about the concept of culture and the space-cul-
ture relation, cultural policies in Brazil, especially aspects related to the 
National Culture Plan and the cultural aspects of Norte Fluminense, 
both regarding cultural heritage and cultural policy implementation3.  

Over time, we realized we had advanced theoretically, but reality 
demanded concrete space intervention actions. We had not developed 
proposals for spatial interventions. And this became a challenge to the 
LabCult/UFF researchers. Thus, we shared our concerns with other 
workgroups, made technical visits to national and international insti-
tutions, to artists’ houses, and attended public space occupation actions 
promoted by cultural collectives, in search of subsidies and theoretical 
and methodological bases for future actions.  

In 2013, we performed activities made possible by funding through 
Notice MCTI/CNPq/SECIS No. 90/2013 for “Diffusion and Popu-
larization of Science”, with a project titled “Photographic production 
as an interdisciplinary didactic instrument: an interaction between 
physics, chemistry, geography, history, and art”. The proposal for the 
dissemination and popularization of science was articulated with two 
projects funded by the Coordination for the Improvement of Higher 
Education Personnel (CAPES). The first is the Institutional Teaching 
Initiation Scholarship Program (PIBID), coordinated by Professor 
Maria Priscila Pessanha de Castro, and the second is the Observatory 
of Education Program (Obeduc) - Campos Pole, coordinated by Pro-
fessor Elis de Araújo Miranda.  

In 2013, the Professors initiated interaction activities between PIBID 
and OBEDUC at Colégio Estadual João Pessoa, located in the city of 

3  The research project “Ruínas do Açúcar” [Ruins of Sugar], developed in partnership 
with Professor Marcelo Werner, has produced records of the reminiscences of the 
sugar-alcohol period experienced in the Norte Fluminense region from the Brazilian 
colonial period until the mid-twentieth century. Even if the sugar mills have gone 
bankrupt, the materialities of this productive system are maintained in the 
territories of the municipalities of Norte Fluminense.
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Campos dos Goytacazes. The work consisted of constructing cameras ob-
scurae to demonstrate light’s behavior for subjects related to optics in a 
classroom setting. The camera obscura workshops evolved, and we came 
to the conclusion that just viewing the pictures and not recording them 
was causing discouragement for the group of fifty high school students 
and the teaching initiation scholarship students. In this context, Professor 
Elis de Araújo Miranda, who had already been developing activities related 
to the potential of photography as a didactic resource in her OBEDUC 
group, was invited to teach classes on how to make handmade cameras, 
known as pinhole cameras, on the production of photographs using pinhole 
cameras, and on the developing process, when students would be exposed 
to chemical processes to develop their pictures.  

Still within these projects, we gave lectures and field classes to 
stimulate knowledge and appreciation of the historical and architec-
tural heritage of Campos dos Goytacazes. Reading regional literature 
books was part of one stage, after we identified the existence of the 
Hotel Amazonas building, the setting for the books O menino e o pal-
acete [The boy and the palace] (1954) and Os seres [The beings] (1963), 
both written by Thiers Martins Moreira.  

In this stage, the proposal was based on education through image, 
the city as object and subject of knowledge production; that is, educa-
tion that holds image as a potential able to lead the learner to a learning 
that connects him to the world around him, his city and his region, 
opening him to knowledge perspectives about the transformation pro-
cesses the region has undergone over time.  

According to Professor Leonardo Vasconcellos da Silva, a scholar of 
photographica of/about Campos dos Goytacazes, the use of images as 
mobilization for research should lead the student to doubt the truths an-
nounced and the landscapes exhibited. This suspicion will instigate the 
search for other research sources to investigate the roots of the presented 
sociospatial configuration necessary for its critical analysis (Silva, 2013).  

Thus, producing photographic images constitutes a form of exer-
cising/training a critical/analytical look to/about the world. Among 
the various activities carried out in this period, we can highlight the 
field trips with the students through the city center, following the route 
and the exercises to identify the buildings/heritage mentioned in the 
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book O menino e o palacete (Moreira, 1954). The purpose of these field 
trips was to capture pictures of these objects and attempt to get them 
from the perspectives found in excerpts of the book, incorporated into 
a discussion about the different historical-social-political-cultural and 
economic contexts presented in the book’s narrative (Figure 1).  

Making photographs, through handmade, precarious, and gam-
biarra processes became a teaching method; and capturing images 
about the city resulted in the creation of photographs, postcards, liter-
ary cartographies, and exhibitions (Figure 2), always attended by 
teachers, public school, undergraduate, and graduate students from the 
most different areas and levels of training, to show that knowledge pro-
duction occurs in an interdisciplinary, relational, and horizontal way.  

 
       

                            (a)                                                   (b)                                                     (c) 
Figure 1. Handmade pinhole photographs (a) and (b): (a) Boa Morte Church; (b) and (c) 

Hotel Amazonas - Campos dos Goytacazes Center. 

 
   

                                       (a)                                                                                      (b) 
Figure 2. Publicity material for the PONTES exhibition,  

with pinhole-produced photographs.  
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We felt, however, that there was a vacuum regarding the forms of 
space intervention, especially cultural interventions in university space 
or public spaces in the city. These questions were why we expanded, 
from 2015 on, the articulations with other groups at UFF itself and/or 
with groups from other universities and public authorities. 

Internally, at UFF, we created the UFF Galpão Cultural [Cultural 
Shed] Outreach project, which integrated three research laboratories. 
This interaction aimed to implement UFF Campos’ cultural policy and 
promote the use and occupation of the Galpão, and, thus, the university 
would foster integration between the universities, the municipal public 
authority, and the artistic and cultural collectives (Miranda, 2019).  

In 2018, the UFF Galpão Cultural Outreach Program was closed, 
as was implementing a university cultural policy at UFF Campos. The 
motivations that led to the non-continuity of the Outreach Program 
range from internal disputes to interventions in cultural policies at the 
national level. During the 2018 presidential elections, UFF became the 
target of systematic inspections by the Regional Electoral Court 
(TRE), which prevented cultural activities in university space, thus 
demonstrating the political power of cultural actions. Otherwise, they 
would not have been the target of repressive interventions. 

After these interventions, we sought to expand and strengthen our 
relations with other educational institutions in Campos, but, primarily, 
we sought articulations with international groups in the field of plan-
ning and Cultural Studies. Also in December 2018 we joined the Net-
work of Popular Participation in Public Policies (RPPPP)4 ( Juliao et 
al., 2018) and, in 2021, the International Network in Cultural Studies 
(RIEC)5.  

Following the elections and the inauguration of Jair Bolsonaro as 
president of Brazil, the cultural sector suffered greatly with the extinc-
tion of the Ministry of Culture (MinC) and systematic interventions 
in the agencies and institutes promoting art and cultural actions in Bra-

4  RPPP is coordinated by Professor Hector Poggiese, from FLACSO/Argentina
5  RIEC is coordinated by Professor Maria Manuel Baptista, from the University of 

Aveiro, and includes researchers from Brazil, Portugal, Cape Verde, Mozambique, 
and Angola
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zil. With the extinction of the MinC, the agencies and institutes as-
sociated with the cultural sector became part of the Ministry of Tour-
ism (MTur) or the Ministry of Citizenship (MDS), which meant that 
these institutions no longer interacted and actions became isolated6. 

Nevertheless, international articulations continued despite the 
many hindrances, and the associations between LabCult/UFF and 
UENF were strengthened. In March 2020, institutional representatives 
from UFF and UENF signed a technical and scientific cooperation 
agreement to stimulate common activities in both universities. In the 
field of international relations, we participated in the 1st Conference 
of the International Network in Cultural Studies: Cartographies and 
Perspectives for the Future, which aimed  

 
to promote the elaboration of a set of cartographies of Cultural 
Studies, based on the work carried out over the last few years in 10 
Portuguese-speaking universities spread over four countries that 
make up this research network: University of Aveiro (Portugal), 
University of São Paulo (Brazil), Federal University of Minas Ge-

6  The National Film Agency (ANCINE) is an official agency of the federal 
government of Brazil, constituted as a regulatory agency for audiovisual production, 
whose objective is to foment, regulate, and oversee the national film and video 
industry. Currently, its funding is paralyzed. The National Arts Foundation 
(FUNARTE) is currently part of the MDS and has suffered with the interventions 
of the national secretary of culture, with religious arguments to approve or 
disapprove the projects submitted to the Culture Incentive Law. The Foundation 
should act in the promotion of visual arts, music, dance, theater, and circus, but has 
suffered criticism from cultural agents and producers from all over the country. The 
Institute of National Historical and Artistic Heritage (IPHAN) is a federal autarchy 
of the Brazilian government, created in 1937, and currently linked to MTur. The 
National Library Foundation (BN) is the depository of Brazil’s bibliographic and 
documental heritage. Some of its activities are currently paralyzed. The Rui Barbosa 
House Foundation, an institution for research and teaching of Brazilian history 
and culture, currently linked to the MDS, has undergone an intervention in the 
choice of its president. The name indicated to the position was not approved by the 
institution’s researchers because the person had no proven experience in the area. 
The Brazilian Institute of Museums is an autarchy, currently linked to the MTur, 
the managing body of the National Museum Policy. In this case, the controversy is 
associated with the fact that, in Brazil, museums have always been associated with 
cultural policies and not with tourism, changing the objectives and principles of 
the museums’ actions of teaching, research and culture.
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rais (Brazil), Federal University of Pará (Brazil), Federal University 
of Paraná (Brazil), Fluminense Federal University (Brazil), State 
University of Norte Fluminense - Darcy Ribeiro (Brazil), Indepen-
dent Polytechnic Institute (Angola), Cabo Verde University (Cape 
Verde) and Save University (Mozambique)7.  
 

 
2. Culture as a dimension of development: actions of 

interactions between research, teaching, and out-
reach 

The cultural actions proposed by the partnership between Lab-
Cult/UFF and UENF’s Culture Advisory Office are based on the prin-
ciple that Culture is one of the dimensions of urban and regional 
development planning and, therefore, should be on the agenda of popu-
lar participation in the elaboration of public policies. Like economics, 
politics, and social organizations, which are dimensions of devel-
opment, Culture should also be admitted as one of these dimensions 
for elaborating public policies to promote urban and regional devel-
opment, without which the civilizing process of a society does not 
evolve. We understand development both as a political-academic field, 
which involves actions to implement productive systems of infrastruc-
tures that organize and disorganize the spaces and lives of everyday sub-
jects, and as a notion of “De(en)velopment” from the idea of used 
territory, as argued by sociologist Ana Clara Torres Ribeiro (2005). 

Ana Clara Torres Ribeiro understood and made us understand de-
velopment from a perspective of involving and listening to the subjects 
in their territories, and not just as a project prepared by state planning 
agencies associated with private group interests. We also believe that 
the desire for development cannot be achieved without these dimen-
sions being in constant interaction, thus promoting modifications in 
the space - concrete and symbolic modifications - in which social 
groups reproduce themselves.  

This session will present how we articulate inter-institutional cultural 
actions through the interaction between teaching-research-outreach. It 

7 Information available at https://riec.estudosculturais.com. 
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is important to emphasize that these articulations result from over a dec-
ade of work, after supervising graduation and post-graduation course con-
clusion works. Undergraduate teaching is, undoubtedly, the place of 
organization of thought for the elaboration stages of research projects 
and, afterward, outreach projects. Finally, we understand that the associ-
ation between teaching-research-outreach is part of the same movement 
of space intervention with coordinated actions, integrating subjects from 
different backgrounds with different agencies that promote devel-
opment: universities, schools, cultural collectives, public administrators, 
municipal councils, artists, and other subjects, agents and agencies.  

As previously mentioned, undergraduate teaching was the first mo-
ment of this movement to construct a thought up to the proposals of 
space intervention. First, we tried to teach undergraduate and graduate 
courses that dealt with issues associated with Cultural Studies, such as 
the Space and Culture and Geo-History courses, which have, as one of 
their specific objectives, to recognize the critical concepts of Space, Cul-
ture, Memory, Heritage, in order to subsequently perform the analytical 
operationalization of these concepts in the reading of the urban land-
scape. Creating geo-historical routes as the final course work stimulates 
students to follow these themes in their Course Conclusion Paper.  

Associating undergraduate and graduate teaching, we teach the Par-
ticipatory Planning Methodologies8 course to present methodologies that 
promote popular participation in the elaboration of public policies. These 
methodologies always start from an actual situation that the community 
must propose as a plan of intervention and collective space management. 
In this sense, the object selected to undergo the urban space intervention 
was UFF’s Galpão Cultural9, but the UFF community retains the collec-
tive desire to transform the old railway station shed into a cultural space.  

8  In this course we had the participation of Professor Hector Poggiese, a research 
associate at the Latin American Faculty of Social Sciences (FLACSO/Argentina), 
who gave the workshop on participatory planning and associated management so 
that the community would have a project structure to implement, and the Shed 
could become a reality. The workshop took place in March 2019, and to date, the 
Shed remains in a state of disrepair.

9  This space was in ruins until 2020. In 2021 it underwent an engineering 
intervention by the UFF Campos managers, to start its occupation, but, to date, it 
is in no condition to be used.
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Between late 2019 and early 2020, when the COVID-19 pan-
demic was not on our horizon, we started to implement cultural actions 
planned in the UENF Cultural Management (2020-2021) outreach 
project and, thus, we began the implementation of the university cin-
ema project, the management of UENF’s Casa de Cultura Villa Maria 
(CCVM), especially the organization of the documentary and biblio-
graphic collections that make up CCVM’s collection and should be 
made available to the public as soon as possible, as soon as the COVID-
19 pandemic is under control. 

The project titled Cultural Management at UENF 2020-2023 is 
associated with UENF’s Culture Advisory Board, and the proposal 
aims to promote the articulation of cultural actions in development at 
the three universities in Campos dos Goytacazes, by public and private 
cultural agents to the cultural facilities belonging to the State University 
of Norte Fluminense Darcy Ribeiro. The project is being developed 
through inter-institutional interactions between UENF, UFF, and the 
Fluminense Federal Institute (IFF) and the interaction with artistic and 
cultural movements operating in UENF’s geographic region of in-
fluence. We seek to integrate cultural activities with UENF’s cultural 
facilities to promote cultural citizenship and regional development. 
Among UENF’s cultural facilities, the following stand out: the Cinema 
located in the Convention Center and Casa de Cultura Villa Maria. It 
is worth mentioning that, before the pandemic period, the actions were 
intended to take place in different University spaces, including the 
Macaé campus and the branches of the Center for Distance Education 
of the State of Rio de Janeiro (CEDERJ).  

Through partnerships with UFF’s LabCult and the coordination 
committee of IFF’s Theater graduation program, we sought to hold ex-
hibitions, workshops, art fairs, handicraft fairs, and artistic and cultural 
events for and with the university community. As previously mentioned, 
we believe that culture is one of the dimensions of development, associated 
with economy, politics, science, and technology, collaborating with the 
institutional policy of promoting regional development in a broad, diverse, 
and inclusive way, respecting the fundamental principles of human rights.  

It is important to note that the outreach project Cultural Manage-
ment at UENF (2020-2023) also aims to articulate actions proposed 
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by other UENF outreach projects, as well as those of UFF and IFF, ex-
panding the capacity to carry out activities in university spaces and en-
hancing UENF’s capacity for action in the city of Campos dos 
Goytacazes and other municipalities that make up the North and 
Northwest Fluminense regions. Finally, we cannot fail to emphasize 
that the project’s actions should contribute to building audiences and 
consumers of artistic and cultural products, thus fostering cultural 
economy and local cultural entrepreneurs.  

The onset of the global health crisis, caused by the spread of the 
COVID-19 virus, caused the entire project to undergo a reconfigura-
tion. It was necessary to find a way for the programming to move from 
the in-person format to the remote/digital format, meeting the recom-
mendations of the World Health Organization (WHO). We created a 
transposition of Cine Darcy’s in-person programming into virtual pro-
gramming, which thus became the main action/activity of the outreach 
project Cultural Management UENF (2020-2023). The other actions 
were postponed or even temporarily suspended until the Brazilian col-
lective health situation returns to normal.  

Thus, as a way to continue the activities, even in social isolation, 
Cine Darcy, which, since its conception, has strived to research and 
promote Brazilian audiovisual production, started to offer digital 
sessions that take place weekly, through Cine Darcy’s social media and 
advertising the programming through digital and printed media.  

To make it possible to hold the digital/remote sessions, we dis-
cussed the creation of a brand that would be a symbol of UENF cinema 
on social media. We used the artwork created (Figure 3a) on different 
social media (Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube platforms), along 
with the name chosen to represent the unity of the activities: Cine 
Darcy, a reference to Darcy Ribeiro, professor and researcher who de-
vised UENF’s pedagogical project and who is also part of the univer-
sity’s name. The visual elements reference the connection between 
university space and cinematographic art. To split the content and de-
bates pursued in the sessions, we established that part of the activities 
would focus on the universe of children and teenagers. We created the 
name Cine Darcyzinho (approximate translation: Little Cine Darcy) 
(Figure 3b). 
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                                       (a)                                                                                      (b)  
Figure 3. (a) Artwork created for Cine Darcy; (b) Artwork created for Cine Darcyzinho. 

 
Cine Darcy’s first session took place on August 24, 2020. As pre-

viously stated, this cultural action was built to discuss Cine Darcy’s im-
plementation at UENF in the COVID-19 pandemic context. The 
following is a brief introduction of the guests: (i) Bete Bullara, an expert 
in Education and Cinema; (ii) Pedro Gradella, coordinator of an Arts 
Center that houses a cinema facing the crisis caused by COVID-19; 
and Pedro Maia, a researcher who presented an overview of the crisis 
caused by the pandemic in national cinema and future actions with the 
opening of screening rooms. This session aimed at discussing the im-
portance of cinema in university space, as well as the new rules of cin-
ema consumption in the pandemic context. Figure 4 shows the 
promotional artwork for this event. 

 
 

Figure 4. Artwork for Cine Darcy’s first session. 
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Cine Darcy’s second session was created to promote a debate with 
director Vladimir Seixas about his film A primeira pedra [The first stone] 
(2018), which deals with urban violence and the act of lynching as a 
practice in Brazil. It also was presented the filmmaker’s profile, an over-
view of his career, and addressed the creation process of the Brazilian 
documentary, its specificities, and a comparison with other countries’ 
production, as well as the insertion of Brazilian documentaries in the 
international scenario (Figure 5). Besides these two sessions, weekly de-
bates and screenings sessions of Brazilian audiovisuals were held and 
attended by producers, directors, and screenwriters. 

  
 

Figure 5. Cine Darcy’s second session 

 
In October 2020, at the request of the organizing committee of the 

XII Fluminense Scientific Initiation Congress (CONFICT) and the V 
Fluminense Graduate Congress (CONPG), we organized the I Pará Cin-
ema Showcase (Figure 6a). The event’s main objective was to promote 
Pará’s audiovisual production, due to its central location in the Brazilian 
Amazon and possessing one of the most significant cinematographic pro-
ductions, with national and international recognition and awards.  

Participating in the I Showcase were directors, producers, technical 
directors, screenwriters, researchers, and public administrators. We se-
lected historical films in copies restored by Cinemateca Brasileira, such 
as short films, animations, and the first feature film directed by a woman 
director and entirely shot in the state of Pará. The feature film Para ter 
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onde ir [To have somewhere to go](2016), directed by Pará filmmaker Jo-
rane Castro, closed the Showcase with her taking part in one of the debate 
sessions and sociologist Edna Castro, a pioneer researcher in audiovisual 
production associated with research themes about the Amazon.  

After the success of the Pará Cinema Showcase, the XIII CON-
FICT and CONPG organizing committee invited the Cine Darcy 
group to organize another activity that would be included in the event’s 
cultural programming. Thus, the Cinema and Peripheries Showcase 
(Figure 6b) took place on June 22-24, 2021, in digital format, and 
counted with the participation of groups from Belém and Marabá (PA) 
and São Gonçalo (RJ), with the exhibition of films produced by these 
groups and debate sessions that addressed filmmaking methods and ap-
proaches to organizing festivals to disseminate independent produc-
tions precariously, but without losing content quality. 

 
   

                                       (a)                                                                                      (b)  
Figure 6. (a) I Pará Cinema Showcase and (b) Cinema and Peripheries Showcase.  
 
Within Cine Darcy, we have created an action called Cine Darcy-

zinho (Figure 3b), which aims to bring issues associated with childhood 
and youth into focus and show cinematographic productions aimed at 
this audience. Cine Darcyzinho sessions meet to show and debate pro-
ductions and research on Brazilian audiovisual focused on views, themes, 
issues, and conceptions about the universe of children and teenagers.  

We proposed the guest composition for the debate sessions 
through a curatorial process, emphasizing the diversity of thematic ap-
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proaches, formats, aesthetics, and Brazilian regions. It is worth men-
tioning the importance of communicating with researchers through 
the institutional networks each one belongs to, enabling the invitation 
to participate in the sessions and the availability of audiovisual material 
to carry no financial costs. 

In Figure 7 we highlight three Cine Darcyzinho sessions. The first 
one had the participation of animator, producer, and director Cássio 
Tavernard and the production called: A turma da Pororoca [The Poro-
roca crew] (2009). Tavernard talked about the importance of anima-
tions representing the multiplicity of the Amazon culture and its 
biodiversity, especially about public funding for audiovisual production 
in regions outside the Rio-São Paulo axis, where the production com-
panies and major communication networks are concentrated.  

We screened the short film Luiza (2017), a Paraná production por-
traying the daily life and construction of sexuality of a 24-year-old girl 
with a cognitive disability. We explicitly stated the short film’s indicative 
rating and content. During the screening, we talked to Caio Baú, the 
film’s director and Luiza’s brother, along with photography director 
Murilo Lazarin and researcher Daniela Marçal, Supervisor of LINC 
Design at the Pontifical Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-
Rio). The session was centered on the reflection about the perceptions 
about people with disabilities, seeking to demystify the debate about 
sexuality both in the relationship between mothers and daughters, 
fathers and daughters, but also with people with disabilities.  

The session devoted to the art and craftsmanship of Miriti toys, 
with the screening of an animated short film titled Nossa Senhora dos 
Miritis [Our Lady of the Miritis] (2011), by Andrei Miralha, producer 
and director, had the participation of Amarildo Ferreira Júnior, who 
researches the production and manifestation of Miriti toys. During the 
conversation, we debated the multiple uses, conceptions, and meanings 
given to the toys named Miriti because they are made of the tree with 
the same name. This form of art and craftsmanship is essentially char-
acterized by playfulness and the manifestation of the infantile.  

In these three sessions, Brazilian cultural diversity, decentralization 
of audiovisual production and resources, and director and technical 
team training were under debate. All participants in the sessions sought 
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to express, through the audiovisual product, their indignations and ethi-
cal values, the dissemination of important issues for Brazilian society, 
and the impression of an aesthetic that is different from those dissemi-
nated by mainstream media, which fail to see some regions and/or some 
subjects. According to the filmmakers, there are no limits to cinema.  

 
       

                            (a)                                                   (b)                                                     (c)  
Figure 7. Artwork with information about Cine Darcyzinho sessions. 

 
In addition to virtual activities, following the World Health Or-

ganization (WHO) recommendations for the COVID-19 pandemic 
period, we carried out in-person activities: organizing the bibliographic, 
documentary, and iconographic collections of Casa de Cultura Villa 
Maria (CCVM), UENF’s house of culture (Figure 8). These activities 
are associated with the project integrated into the technical and scien-
tific cooperation agreement signed between UFF and UENF in early 
2020. The purpose of this agreement is to implement a university cul-
tural policy that aims to promote the appreciation of the culture of 
Campos dos Goytacazes and the surrounding region; integrate regional 
research groups with international groups; and foster dissemination 
and access to CCVM’s documentary and bibliographic collections for 
the largest possible number of researchers and those interested in im-
proving their knowledge about the production of university culture.  

The documentary collections are comprised of texts from plays, 
letters, books, newspaper clippings, photographs, musical scores, and 
are associated with three prominent figures of Campos dos Goytacazes 
culture: Godofredo Tinoco, lawyer, theatrologist, journalist, and writer; 
Maria da Glória Ramalho Pessanha, piano teacher at the Campos dos 
Goytacazes Music Conservatory; and Gastão Machado, a journalist who 
publicized, in Campos, the artistic production of Rio de Janeiro. The 
importance of safeguarding these individuals’ collections is due to their 
contribution to the cultural field in Campos, the region, and the country. 
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The works in question reveal the values, the political contexts, the econ-
omic situation, and the socio-spatial formation of Campos. They also 
reveal who were the subjects that produced and/or had access to cultural 
goods, the places in the city where the events took place, who produced 
these events, and who were the national and international guests, besides 
revealing the subjects excluded from these spaces, which, for our re-
search, matters more than what is revealed. We look for the silences, 
opacities, oversights, and absences in the productions.  

In addition to the documental collection referring to these three 
characters mentioned in the previous paragraph, it is important to em-
phasize that the CCVM also has a collection of newspapers and maga-
zines. The periodicals date from the beginning of the 20th century, with 
particular attention to copies of the newspapers O Monitor Campista, 
Folha do Comércio, and Jornal do Comércio. Regarding the magazines, 
we found copies dated from the 50s, such as the iconic magazines Rindo 
and Gênesis, besides a collection of Revistas da Associação Brasileira de 
Atores de Teatro (ABRAT), a collection of cinema, music, literature, 
and architecture magazines in different languages, that can serve as sub-
sidies for research in the music, theater, architecture, and literature 
fields. All these journals and magazines belonged to the field of regional 
cultural history, cultural geography, besides, and mainly, knowledge 
areas associated with the arts field, with research still incipient in the 
Norte Fluminense region.  

 
    

 
Figure 8. Part of the production of the scholarship holders integrated into the project of or-

ganizing the documentary and bibliographical collections of Casa de Cultura Villa Maria. 
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Also as part of the on-site activities associated with the project in-
tegrated into the technical and scientific cooperation agreement signed 
between UFF and UENF, there is a plan to create a space for CCVM’s 
scientific and technological memory. In this space, communication 
equipment and objects used to disseminate music and cinema10 used 
in past CCVM projects should be exhibited. These objects have grad-
ually ceased to exist due to the imposition of scientific and technologi-
cal development in the field of communication, which made the 
CCVM lose its importance as a central space in the access to musical 
and cinematographic production in the city, since the web has enabled 
direct access to these cultural assets.  

 
 

Closing Remarks   

After exposing the contexts that formed the theoretical and meth-
odological basis for the concrete actions of integrated university cul-
tural planning and management in Norte Fluminense (Brazil), and the 
research paths followed so that we could produce knowledge about the 
reality of the Norte Fluminense region, we sought, in this way, to con-
solidate the activities of the research laboratory associated with under-
graduate and graduate teaching. This intended to train new researchers 
in the field of Cultural Studies that would start from the articulation 
between teaching and research to the propositions of creating outreach 
projects that would make space intervention actions feasible, capable 
of producing ruptures in traditional structures of use and occupation 
of urban spaces in general, and of university spaces in particular.  

The proposition of creating the Galpão Cultural at UFF, inter-
rupted by political motivations, demonstrated how challenging it is, 
for a foreigner, to act in the city of Campos dos Goytacazes, as a subject 
of the action. However, what matters is the change in the thought struc-

10  Television sets, VCRs, DVD, Blu-ray, radios, turntables, record players, computers, 
camcorders, slide projectors, overhead projectors, data shows, and cameras. Besides 
the devices, objects associated with the forms of access to musical, cinematographic, 
and photographic production, such as b/w photographs, photographic negatives, 
slides, vinyl records, acetate records, CDs, K7 tapes, VHS tapes, DVDs.
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ture of a collective. And this motivation led us to continue to develop 
the projects at other levels, associating with interdisciplinary and inter-
national working groups. 

Implementing the UENF Cultural Management (2020-2023) out-
reach project and all the results it has already achieved in training new 
researchers demonstrate its success. Besides the training of new re-
searchers, our participation in popular participation networks, in pub-
lic policies and Cultural Studies, strengthens and gives visibility to our 
actions, especially in this period of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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Introduction 

The Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG) is a higher edu-
cation institution founded in 1927, based in Belo Horizonte, state of 
Minas Gerais, and is an autarchy maintained by the Brazilian Federal 
Government. It is a public university that provides free education and 
carries out integrated actions in teaching, research, and outreach, re-
ceives students from all over the country, and establishes exchange pro-
grams with different international institutions. 

Currently, the community of this institution comprises about 72 
thousand people in the cities of Belo Horizonte, Montes Claros, Dia-
mantina, and Tiradentes (all in the state of Minas Gerais/Brazil) and 
offers 91 undergraduate degrees, 90 postgraduate programs, and 860 
research centers, in 21 academic units1. In this university context, the 
School of Physical Education, Physiotherapy, and Occupational Ther-
apy (EEFFTO) offers three undergraduate programs: Physical Educa-
tion, Physiotherapy, and Occupational Therapy, and seven stricto sensu 
postgraduate programs: Rehabilitation Sciences, Sports Sciences, 
School Physical Education, Occupation Studies, and Leisure Studies. 

The Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Leisure Studies 
(PPGIEL) at the Federal University of Minas Gerais-Brazil began its 
activities in 2007, with the opening of the master’s degree in Leisure. 
In 2012, it began to offer master’s and doctoral degrees in Leisure 

1 https://ufmg.br/a-universidade
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Studies. The Master’s and Doctorate degrees that make up PPGIEL 
have contributed to consolidating knowledge production in leisure in 
Brazil. Although the study of leisure has been carried out in postgradu-
ate programs from different areas, PPGIEL is a pioneer in studying the 
theme’s specificity in the Brazilian and Latin American reality (Inter-
disciplinary Postgraduate Program in Leisure Studies, 2019).  

This postgraduate program hosts 16 research groups coordinated 
by professors/researchers with permanent links to the program. In this 
context, some professors, students, and research groups have been work-
ing on strengthening the knowledge that enables an interface between 
Leisure Studies and Cultural Studies. One of these groups is Oricolé - 
Laboratório de Pesquisa sobre Formação e Atuação Profissional no Lazer 
[Research Laboratory on Professional Training and Performance in 
Leisure]. Thus, the objective of this text is to present the work devel-
oped by Oricolé at the Federal University of Minas Gerais, considering 
its research staff and sharing the experiences in the scope of its scientific 
production, the authors mobilized for theoretical building, the insti-
tutional partnerships established and the production and participation 
in scientific events. 

 
 

The Oricolé Research Group 

The group was created in 2009, in the context of consolidating the 
Masters in Leisure at the Federal University of Minas Gerais. The idea 
for the group’s name comes from the initial work proposal, centered 
on Collective Orientation (in Portuguese, Orientação Coletiva - Ori-
colé). It aims to bring together researchers, professionals, and students 
interested in debates about training and professional performance in 
Leisure, affiliated with PPGIEL/UFMG. 

In 2021, Oricolé has 35 collaborators, of which 18 are Ph.D. 
holders, 5 are doctoral students, 3 hold master’s degrees, and 4 are 
undergraduate students. These UFMG professors, students, and some 
leisure professionals have been carrying out work in three research lines: 
1) Professional Performance in Leisure in different sectors; 2) Leisure, 
Professional Training and Curriculum; 3) Public Policies of Leisure. 
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The research and studies by which the group is directed propose 
to think about leisure from an interdisciplinary perspective, according 
to which several areas of knowledge can contribute to theoretical and 
methodological deepening. Therefore, it treats interdisciplinarity as an 
innovation in the process of generating knowledge, as it proposes to go 
beyond multidisciplinarity, as well as to break the isolation of different 
fields and provoke reflections and dialogues in the scope of academic 
production. 

In the last 5 years, the group has invested in readings and debates 
focused on socially relevant authors and themes, specifically regarding 
social struggles (feminism, black movement, LGBTQIA+, indigenous 
and minority ethnicities). These discussions have been grounded in 
Cultural Studies through a cyclical intervention in its scientific inter-
actions, that is, the interface between political-cultural action and aca-
demic manifestation. 

In this context, the group holds meetings every two weeks, organ-
ized based on the debate of research projects, reading and discussion 
of texts, thematic seminars, and the presence of external guests who 
contribute to the reflection on a specific issue and/or theme. In addi-
tion, the group carries out political actions related to different social 
groups and the scientific dimension of the leisure field. In this case, we 
mention the participation in the actions and groups that make up (and 
were part of ) the board of directors of the Brazilian Association of Re-
search and Post-Graduation in Leisure Studies (ANPEL)2. 

Interestingly, with the Covid-19 pandemic, a way to keep the group 
connected through studies and affective relationships was the creation 
and development of the Oricon-Line project: “bar talk without a bar”. 
Aiming to adapt to the new reality imposed by social isolation and the 
need to use virtual media for communication, this outreach project has 
broadened the scope of the discussions promoted by the group and fos-
tered current debates. Inviting renowned researchers in the field of lei-
sure whose research themes are committed to a critical social outlook, 
we can state that for a year and three months, that is, since March 2020, 
Oricon-Line has presented 24 thematic sessions, remaining as an active 

2  For more information about ANPEL, see the website: http://anpel.com.br 
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discussion forum and a form of resistance to the negligent public pol-
icies adopted by the federal government of Brazil: against collective 
health and in favor of the “destruction” of scientific research and quality 
public education. 

Regarding integration in Oricolé, it is necessary to participate in 
the group’s activities (thematic meetings, debates on research projects, 
research development, Oricon-Line, activities in social networks, 
events, and interaction with other research groups). Because of this or-
ganization, throughout these 12 years of history, it was possible to per-
ceive different group member compositions.  

Another important aspect to highlight is related to the institu-
tional interactions articulated by the group, which establishes partner-
ships with other relevant research groups in the national and 
international scenario, such as: Andaluz (UFES), Research Group on 
Leisure, Environment and Society (UFPA), Interdisciplinary Group 
for Leisure Studies (GIEL/USP), Leisure, Management and Policy 
(UFOP), Pólis (UFMG), Public Policies for Sport and Leisure (Uni-
camp), the Research Group on Culture and Leisure (NECO) and the 
Gender and Performance Research Group (GECE) (the last two affili-
ated with the University of Aveiro/Portugal).  

Finally, the group seeks involvement in international research net-
works that have contributed to strengthening ties, developing studies 
and research, and disseminating the knowledge produced. In this case, 
the OTIUM Network: Iberoamerican Association of Leisure Studies 
and the International Network in Cultural Studies (RIEC) stimulate 
debate, strengthen and expand the research initiatives developed by 
Oricolé.  

In this context, we observed that Cultural Studies had expanded 
its penetration in the academic environment and, consequently, estab-
lished links with different fields of knowledge. Among these fields, we 
highlight Leisure Studies, committed to producing knowledge about 
cultural leisure practices in society, focusing on the historical, social, 
political, economic, psychological, and pedagogical dimensions (Capi, 
Ungheri & Isayama, forthcoming). 
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Oricolé on the path of Cultural Studies 

By tracing paths for its research and considering cultural leisure 
practices under different aspects and theoretical matrixes, culture is 
highlighted in Oricolé’s studies as a productive practice in a permanent 
change process. Thus, questioning culture’s place in the practices, pol-
icies, and formative processes related to leisure linked Oricolé to Cul-
tural Studies - a field of study announced from the concern with the 
view of culture as the privilege of a restricted group of people, and 
boosted by the creation of the Centre for Contemporary Cultural 
Studies in 1964, at the University of Birmingham, England. With the 
Center, the field of theorization and research known as Cultural Studies 
was born, intensely concerned with popular culture (Hall, 2017).  

Cultural Studies has come to demand more than the expansion of 
disciplines to encompass specific cultural forms, social groups, or prac-
tices, but an engagement with the “how” and “why” this work is done 
and not just its content (Nelson, Treichler, & Grossberg, 2009). Ac-
cordingly, Costa, Silveira, and Sommer (2003) understand that the aim 
of Cultural Studies is to show the relationships between power and cul-
tural practices, exposing how power acts to shape these practices.  

Besides highlighting that groups in a hierarchically superior posi-
tion in a power relationship seek to define what should be taught, Cul-
tural Studies also considers the productivity of power beyond the 
binarism of dominators and dominated. 

 
In other words, what we need to continue to investigate, discuss, 
highlight, and show is the positivity of power, its ability to produce 
subjectivities and identities. It is in this direction that Cultural 
Studies has emphasized the productivity of powers and knowledges 
in the ordering of social life (Costa et al., 2003, p. 58). 

 
In this sense, the concept of culture that permeates Cultural 

Studies relates it to a set of contested and conflicting practices of rep-
resentation that maintain a close connection with the processes of 
formation and reformation of social groups and subjects (Frow & Mor-
ris, 2006). Thus, Cultural Studies is configured as a field of study in 
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which several disciplines intersect to understand cultural aspects of 
contemporary society. Its questions are diverse and address ethnic, 
gender, and class identities, technologies, and power relations (Escos-
teguy, 2006). The naturalization of these categories and socially con-
structed limits are, according to Baptista (2009), contested in Cultural 
Studies.  

Based on these questions and considering that cultural practices 
instill knowledge, the convergence of Cultural Studies and curriculum 
theories led to questions about the notion of knowledge to be taught 
and the understanding of curricula as results of struggles for meaning, 
as unstable discursive processes (Lopes, 2013). In the constitution of 
this convergence, the critical curriculum theory received, in the 1980s, 
the contribution of Henry Giroux, an American scholar who, through 
concepts developed by the Frankfurt School, questioned the technical 
rationality and positivism of curricula. According to T. T. Silva (2007), 
Giroux sought to develop a critical theorization using the concept of 
resistance. He claimed that mediations and actions related to school 
and curriculum could work against the designs of power and control. 
As time went by, Giroux’s studies incorporated cultural analysis as well 
as educational analysis, based on the contributions of post-modernism 
and post-structuralism.  

The theoretical currents known as post-modernist and post-struc-
turalist have greatly influenced theorizing and research in several fields 
within Social Sciences and Humanities and, considerably, in Education 
research in Brazil. The combined effects of these currents are expressed 
in the so-called “post-critical theories in education” (Paraíso, 2004). 
“Knowledge (and its effects of truth and power), the subject (and the 
different modes and processes of subjectivity), educational texts (and 
the different practices they produce and institute)” (p. 287) are ques-
tions raised by post-critical research in Education. 

The term “post-critical theories” seeks to account for a set of the-
ories that problematize the postmodern scenario, which is inhabited 
by ethnic, media, technological, financial, or ideological landscapes. 
This set of theories includes post-structural, postcolonial, postmodern, 
and post-Marxist studies. In the field of curriculum, the expression 
“post-critical theories” is commonly used to refer to theories that ques-
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tion the assumptions of critical theories. However, being “post” does 
not indicate linear advance, overcoming, or evolution. It implies prob-
lematizing this same movement or school of thought, questioning its 
bases, its conditions of possibility and impossibility (Lopes, 2013). 

The influence of post-critical theories destabilized the notion of 
curriculum as knowledge selected from a broader culture to be taught 
on behalf of a project of social transformation and subject formation. 
As the centered subject with fixed identities is questioned, curricular 
projects that aim to form a given identity in students are, consequently, 
destabilized. The social transformation as a curriculum project is, in 
this context, thought considering the curriculum politics as a process 
of invention of the subject and of the curriculum itself (Lopes, 2013).  

In the perspective of postmodernity, the subject does not have a 
fixed, essential, or permanent identity since it is not biologically defined 
but results from a historical construction, continuously formed and 
transformed in the cultural systems that surround it (Hall, 2011). This 
understanding destabilizes the assumption of universal narratives and 
unitary, self-centered consciousnesses. Thus, the postmodern perspec-
tive questions the understanding of the curriculum concerned with 
forming the rational and autonomous human being and molding the 
citizen of modern democracy. The linear, sequential, static, disciplinary, 
and segmented curriculum is confronted by the understanding of a sub-
ject endowed with mobility (T. T. Silva, 2007). 

Inspired by the studies of Foucault and Derrida, post-structuralism 
is suspicious of philosophical definitions of truth, questions the tran-
scendental meanings related to religion, homeland, politics, and science 
that populate the curriculum, and seeks to understand where, when, 
and by whom they were invented. This way of looking at the curriculum 
tries to deconstruct the countless binarisms that make up the knowl-
edge that constitutes (masculine/feminine, heterosexual/homosexual, 
white/black, scientific/non-scientific) and doubt the current rigid cur-
ricular separations between the various genres of knowledge (T. T. 
Silva, 2007). 

Post-critical theories in the curriculum field had been circulating 
in Portuguese since the 1990s. However, only in the mid-2000s were 
they more widely disseminated (Lopes, 2013). In Brazil, this influence 
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happened after an initial appropriation of Foucault and Cultural 
Studies, developed mainly by the influence of Tomaz Tadeu da Silva’s 
several translations of Foucauldian studies and authors linked to post-
critical Cultural Studies. 

According to Giroux (2009), knowledge and power are reconcep-
tualized, which reaffirms the indeterminacy of language, but, above all, 
the historical and social construction of knowledge and the disciplines 
by which this field is configured. The understanding of culture is also 
displaced and conceptualized as a contested terrain, a site of dispute 
and transformation. Culture is reconfigured as a political and peda-
gogical discourse to question the forms of subordination that create in-
equalities among groups and to challenge institutional and ideological 
boundaries that mask their own power relations. 

In this sense, themes such as identities, cultures, and discourses oc-
cupy a prominent place in Cultural Studies in Education. By mobilizing 
culture as a central construct in the curricula, the field focuses the terms 
of learning around issues related to cultural differences, power, and his-
tory. Moreover, the discourses aim to resist the interests of established 
academic disciplines and departments by questioning the claims to 
truth that maintain the academic status quo and pointing out interests 
embedded in questions that have not been asked within academic dis-
ciplines (Giroux, 2009). 

Cultural Studies also argue that the subjectivities involved in edu-
cational processes act within relations historically and socially crossed 
by power, through which Education is constituted as an arena of con-
tinuous contestations. In this sense, educational practices are considered 
by Larrosa (2002, p. 52) as “a set of devices oriented to the production 
of subjects through certain technologies of classification and division, 
both among individuals and within individuals”. Education is, thus, 
“molded at the intersection between social and cultural reproduction, 
on the one hand, and the ruptures produced through alternative, resis-
tant, and destabilizing practices” (Giroux, 2009, p. 86). 

In Brazil, Cultural Studies has presented, in recent years, initiatives 
of consolidation in the field of Education. Among them, we point out 
the establishment of a research line in Education at the Federal Univer-
sity of Rio Grande do Sul, in 1996; the creation of the Master’s Degree 
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in Education at the Lutheran University of Brazil, with a specific con-
centration area, in 2002; the implementation of a research line in the 
scope of Education, in the Postgraduate Program in Education at the 
Federal University of Paraíba, in 2007; the implementation of the re-
search line Culture, Education and Society, in the Postgraduate Program 
in Cultural Studies at the University of São Paulo, in 2014, and the re-
search line Curricula, Cultures, and Difference, in the Postgraduate Pro-
gram in Education at the Federal University of Minas Gerais, in 2015. 

Santos (2007) considers that if, on the one hand, Cultural Studies 
contributed to the expansion of curriculum studies beyond the space 
and time of school, on the other hand, the issues of the school curricu-
lum, under this influence, began to receive less focus. For the author, 
the school had become a subject without much academic appeal, while 
the experiences outside it seemed more vibrant, which attracted a con-
siderable number of intellectuals, namely in the field of Education. 

However, the path of Cultural Studies has shown the interest of re-
search that contributes to reflections related to the curriculum and daily 
school life. Wortmann, Costa, and Silveira (2015) consider that four 
strands stand out among these studies. The first is linked to the examin-
ation of the emergence and consolidation of certain areas of knowledge 
in curricular programs; another focuses on practices that occur in school 
spaces, such as recess, mealtime, games and playing, and internet use; a 
third focuses on pedagogical artifacts, such as primers, blackboards, and 
educational and textbooks; and a fourth focuses on governmental pro-
posals and programs aimed for schools and that enact their governance. 

This research is carried out through diverse methodological processes, 
since Cultural Studies has markedly no distinct methodology, no singular 
statistical, ethnomethodological, or textual analysis they can claim as their 
own. However, the methodology of these studies may be understood as a 
bricolage that utilizes whatever is helpful to point out a way and the con-
ditions for something new to be produced. In this process, the choice of 
research practices depends on the questions asked – and the questions, in 
turn, depend on their context (Nelson et al., 2009). In this sense, Oricolé’s 
approach to Cultural Studies has produced research that makes it possible 
to rethink the place of culture, formative processes, politics, and the rela-
tions between knowledge and power in the field of Leisure Studies. These 
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studies have involved school and non-school curricula, understood as cul-
tural artifacts involved in producing and disseminating meanings about 
leisure. In addition, the studies dialogue with outlooks from the fields of 
anthropology, political science, education, history, sociology, and point 
to multiple crossover possibilities. 

 
 

The group’s scientific productions and their contexts 

Over time, the productions of Oricolé have sought Cultural 
Studies for the theoretical support necessary for the debate and dis-
semination of knowledge in the field of Leisure Studies. In its studies 
and research there is the understanding that Cultural Studies is a social 
science of textualized meaning, which may originate in Western Marx-
ism (Milner, 2007). However, the Cultural Studies perspective that 
underlies Oricolé’s productions proposes culture as an element that en-
compasses a political approach present in the logic of capital, and not 
restricted to economics. To think about the ideological contents of a 
culture is nothing more than to perceive, in a given context, the value 
systems, the representations they contain and that lead to stimulating 
processes of resistance or acceptance of the status quo, in which dis-
courses and symbols give popular groups awareness of their identity 
and strength, or participate in the “alienating register of acquiescence 
to dominant ideas” (Mattelart & Neveu, 2004, p. 73).  

Under the aegis of Cultural Studies, a stream of theories about the 
status of contemporary culture, studies about leisure seek references to 
subsidize the possibilities of study and intervention, establishing an ap-
proach. The studies the group focuses on allow us to think about the 
spheres of leisure and the dimensions of life to which it is related, allow-
ing us to question the diversities, differences, and tensions that emerge 
from the relations and meanings established in society, as well as to 
understand the cultural diversities and contest the mechanisms that re-
produce values dictated by dominant segments. 

Oricolé has adopted the theoretical contribution of Cultural 
Studies from the understanding of science as “a predominantly social, 
concrete, lifeworld activity” (Wortmann & Veiga-Neto, 2001, p. 29). 
This theoretical contribution has allowed us to analyze leisure practices 
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from a cultural point of view and examined by the work they do, sub-
jectively ( Johnson, 2010). Supported by Cultural Studies, the themes 
evidenced and discussed in work developed by Oricolé are perceived 
as “force-matter” that enhances what is considered a vector of this the-
oretical contribution: the evidence of difference. 

By entering the universe of culture to “look” at the objects under 
investigation, Oricolé’s research aims to challenge practices that silence 
cultural identities, as well as to recognize the languages, texts, and rep-
resentations constructed in the weaving of practical life and the dy-
namics of academia. The premise that Leisure is constituted in relation 
to life’s dimensions and presents a semantic, historical, social, political, 
and cultural complexity has guided the group’s studies. The challenges 
and potentialities of the studies produced are based on the understand-
ing that Leisure is a phenomenon that contributes to the quality of life, 
is a social right, and is related to the organization of people’s lives and 
their social times and barriers. Leisure, then, is imbued with character-
istic elements of modernity, such as the market, consumption, enter-
tainment industry, offers, and possibilities of experience. 

The approach to understanding the world and dynamics of leisure 
is guided by complex thinking and the perspective of interdisciplinarity. 
The adopted theoretical conceptions need to dialogue and understand 
the connections, flows, and inter-relationships of subjects, societies, and 
political forces present in everyday practices, in an attempt to under-
stand the power plays and power games. 

Seeking to engage in the analysis and ability to intervene in pro-
moting a new social order, the research developed by the group ad-
dresses different universes within cultural policies and political 
struggles, emphasizing, to some extent, collectives identified as social 
minorities. The group has observed an increase in research that en-
compasses the understanding of the relations established by leisure with 
criticism of the logic of consumption, socioeconomic and racial-ethnic 
hegemonies, public policies, the over exaltation of productive work, 
and the forms of massification of leisure enjoyment. 

In this context, we surveyed the work done in the last seven years, 
both completed and in progress, linked to the Interdisciplinary Post-
graduate Program in Leisure Studies (PPGIEL) in master’s degrees, doc-
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torate, and post-doctorate levels, having as reference themes that involve 
Cultural Studies and culture studies. Some research by the Oricolé group 
was not considered in this survey, considering its departure from these 
study perspectives. Thus, Table 1 highlights the themes pursued and the 
investment related to the number of studies concluded or in progress. 

 
Table 1. Thematic organization of the scientific production of the Oricolé group 

 

Source: PPGIEL Data and Internal Directory of the Oricolé Group. 

 
It is worth emphasizing that creating this table as a categorical out-

line fulfills a didactic function to ease the visualization of the broad re-
search themes. Not aiming at framing the wide range of themes 
researched by the group, we seek the transversality and different per-
spectives aligned by Cultural Studies. 

The theme “Public Policy, Trajectories, Construction of Knowledge 
and Curriculum” shows a greater volume of work done by the group, 
representing 38% of the total, as can be seen in the table. These data re-
flect the group members’ engagement in the research line “Education, 
Policies, and Activities related to Leisure” of the Interdisciplinary Post-
graduate Program in Leisure Studies3. The line proposes to carry out 

3  The information about the Interdisciplinary Postgraduate Program in Leisure 
Studies curriculum proposal was accessed at www.eeffto.ufmg.br/eeffto/- 
pos_graduacao/estudos_do_lazer_mestrado doutorado/, on Jun. 27 2021.

Themes
Postdoctorate Doctorate Master’s Degree Total

In 
progress Concl. In 

progress Concl. In 
progress Concl.

Public Policy, 
Trajectories, 
Construction of 
Knowledge and 
Curriculum

0 1 1 5 0 2 9

Gender and Feminism 1 0 1 1 1 0 4

LGBTQIA+ 0 0 1 0 2 0 3

Culture and Leisure 0 1 2 1 0 0 4

Blackness and 
Indigenous Ethnicities 0 0 3 1 0 0 4

Total 1 2 8 8 3 2 24
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Interdisciplinary studies on leisure as a field of training in various 
areas of knowledge, considering different contexts of action in Bra-
zil and Latin America. Training professionals for leisure in different 
dimensions in multiple times, spaces, and dynamics of social life. 
Knowledge production on Leisure in Brazil and other countries. 
Leisure, labor market, services, and professional performance in 
different sectors. Leisure and professional intervention. Leisure and 
public policies. Analysis of state action in the design, development, 
and evaluation of leisure policies, programs, and projects. Leisure 
training and policies4. 

 
Thus, Oricolé’s work aims to understand both the subjects (in their 

relations with practice, with spaces, with people, with training, and 
others) and their contexts (institutions, physical space, geographic space, 
guiding policies, curricular organization, and others). These studies have 
delved into the social constitution of political and cultural forces, inter-
nal and external, seeking to produce contextual knowledge. The results 
present the analysis of the context, trying to avoid generalizations that 
almost always render resistance invisible and affirm normativities. 

In this grouping we highlight the following studies: “Currículo e 
políticas públicas de esporte e lazer: analisando o Programa Esporte Es-
perança [Curriculum and public policies on sport and leisure: analyzing 
the Esporte Esperança Program]” (Peres, 2013); “Lazer e Programa Es-
cola da Família: análise do currículo a partir de aspectos pedagógicos e 
políticos [Leisure and Family School Program: analysis of the curricu-
lum from pedagogical and political aspects]” (Alves, 2017); “A imple-
mentação dos Programas de Contraturno Escolar e as representações 
de lazer e esporte [The implementation of Afterschool Programs and 
the representations of leisure and sport]” (M. S. Silva, 2017); “A con-
strução de saber dos gestores do Programa Esporte Lazer da Cidade 
[The knowledge construction of the City Leisure Sport Program man-
agers]” (Isayama, M. S. Silva, Capi, Dores & Grasso, 2019); “Lazer e 
formação cultural: uma análise das trajetórias de professores universi-
tários nos estados do Pará e Amapá [Leisure and cultural formation: an 

4  http://www.eeffto.ufmg.br/eeffto/pos_graduacao/estudos_do_lazer_mestrado__ -
doutorado/linhas_pesquisa
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analysis of the trajectories of university professors in the states of Pará 
and Amapá]” (Montenegro, 2019); “Além dos 105 minutos: currículo 
cultural e (re)produção de modos de ser torcedor [Beyond 105 min-
utes: cultural curriculum and (re)production of ways of being a fan]” 
(Maciel Junior, 2019); “Entre o dito, o não dito e o que se expressa: ju-
ventudes, experiências e o currículo-lazer na escola [Between the 
spoken, the unspoken, and what is expressed: Youth, experiences and 
the leisure-curriculum at school]” (Tavares, 2020); “Discursos sobre a 
recreação e o lazer na escola de educação física da UFMG (1952 a 1990) 
[Discourses on recreation and leisure at the school of physical educa-
tion of UFMG (1952 to 1990)]” (Bernardini, 2017); and the recently 
defended work “Lazer, animação sociocultural e educação profissional: 
mapeamento de currículos-encontros no Brasil e em Portugal [Leisure, 
sociocultural animation and professional education: mapping of cur-
ricula-encounters in Brazil and Portugal]” (A. G. Silva, 2021). 

Table 1 shows the growth of research on “Blackness and indigen-
ous ethnicities”, “Gender and Feminism,” and “LGBTQIA+”. Cur-
rently, of the 11 studies referring to these themes, group members have 
9 pieces of research in progress. This interest has mobilized the group 
to choose these themes as the focus of its study meetings and brought 
them closer to authors dedicated to addressing issues directly related 
to gender and sexuality, blackness and racism, and decoloniality studies. 
Moreover, some Oricon-Line debates centered on these themes5. 

The growing demand for studies on themes such as “Blackness and 
Indigenous ethnicities”, “Gender and Feminism”, and “LGBTQIA+” 
reaffirm the importance of Oricolé’s movement toward Cultural 
Studies as a way to expand the reflexive capillarity of the production of 

5  Since the second semester of 2020, Oricolé’s thematic meetings have studied the 
books Decolonialidade e pensamento afrodiaspórico (Madonado-Torres & 
Grosfoguel, 2018) and O fim do império cognitivo: a afirmação das epistemologias do 
sul (Santos, 2019). In 2020, in Oricon-line, the themes “Blackness”, “LGBTQI+” 
and “Gender and Feminism” were discussed in the meetings “Leisure, Body, Gender, 
and Sexuality”, taught by Professor Silvana Goellner; “Leisure, Blackness, and 
Racism: from the right to fight to the privilege of pleasure”, taught by Professor 
Georgino Souza Neto; and “Sport and leisure of LGBT+ people: tensions and 
disputes”, taught by Professor Luiza Aguiar dos Anjos.
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scientific knowledge that considers the cultural practices of leisure in 
society, referencing several dimensions.  

The ways we see the world and the various social behaviors result 
from a cultural heritage that influences the modes of cultural produc-
tion and the cultural capital built from the different learning paths and 
spheres that influence the constitution of individuals. This requires 
crossing some categories, such as gender, race-ethnicity, sexuality, social 
class, and other social markers of difference that are part of the multi-
plicity of identities that make up individuals. In this sense, the group 
has been developing work emphasizing the importance of intersection-
ality as a process that makes it possible to amplify voices and the exist-
ing representations of the diversity of subjects. 

In the thematic group of studies that propose to discuss relations 
between “gender and feminism” and leisure, we can name the study: 
“O lazer das mulheres na mesa de negociações: Cartografando o lazer 
em movimentos sociais de mulheres brasileiras [Women’s leisure at the 
negotiating table: Cartographing leisure in Brazilian women’s social 
movements]” (Bonalume, 2020), a recently defended Doctoral thesis, 
and three other studies in development: “Gênero, lazer e currículo: uma 
análise em cursos superiores que formam profissionais para atuar no 
âmbito do lazer [Gender, leisure and curriculum: an analysis in higher 
education courses that train professionals to work in the field of lei-
sure]”, Postdoctoral Internship in Cultural Studies by Isayama (2021); 
“A atuação profissional em lazer de gestoras no âmbito de museus [The 
professional performance in leisure of female managers in the museum 
field]”, Doctorate by Macedo (2021); and “Lazer e gênero: um estudo 
com professores e professoras de educação física da rede pública de en-
sino de Sete Lagoas/MG [Leisure and gender: a study with physical 
education teachers from Sete Lagoas/MG public education network]”, 
Master’s project by Abreu (2021). 

Regarding the workgroup addressing the “LGBTQIA+” theme, 
there are three researches in development: “ Gays e práticas de lazer: 
estratégias de subversão e resistência às opressões [Gays and leisure prac-
tices: strategies of subversion and resistance to oppressions]”, Doctorate 
by Campos (2021); “A população LGBT nas políticas públicas de lazer 
do poder executivo de estado de Minas Gerais [The LGBT population 
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in the public policies for leisure of the executive power of the state of 
Minas Gerais]”, Master’s project by L. C. Silva (2021); and “Lazer, mul-
heres trans e unidade prisional: uma investigação sobre práticas de lazer 
na Ala Rosa da Penitenciária Professor Jason Soares Albergaria, na Re-
gião Metropolitana de Belo Horizonte/MG [Leisure, trans women and 
the prison unit: a research on leisure practices in the Pink Wing of the 
Penitentiary Professor Jason Soares Albergaria, in the Metropolitan Re-
gion of Belo Horizonte/MG]”, Master’s project by Rodrigues (2021). 

The following studies about “Blackness and indigenous ethnicities” 
should be mentioned: “Cultura e lazer na Vida Cotidiana do Povo 
Akwe- Xerente [Culture and leisure in the daily life of the Akwe-Xer-
ente people]” (Soares, 2017); “Mulheres-corpos-negras: re-existência 
e dança no contexto de um bloco Afro [Black-women-bodies: re-exist-
ence and dance in the context of an African block]”, doctoral project 
by Paula (2021); “A construção da Identidade e a formação cultural: 
uma análise das trajetórias das mulheres negras na cidade de Belo Hor-
izonte [Identity construction and cultural education: an analysis of the 
trajectories of black women in the city of Belo Horizonte]”, doctoral 
project by Dores (2021); and “A formação do profissional em lazer em 
Moçambique [The training of the leisure professional in Mozam-
bique]”, Doctorate by G. S. Silva (2021). 

The work developed by the group on the theme “Leisure and Cul-
ture” seeks to discuss the dynamics of leisure and its tensions with the 
current system. The research focuses on popular festivals, market events, 
leisure practices in natural environments, and the occupation of public 
spaces with art. These studies are connected by analyzing and compre-
hending social practices based on everyday life and the resistance found 
in counter-hegemonic perspectives. 

Examples are: “Músicos de rua: Luzes e sombras sobre uma prática 
social contemporânea no Rio de Janeiro e em Barcelona [Street musi-
cians: Lights and shadows on a contemporary social practice in Rio de 
Janeiro and Barcelona]” (Falcão, 2017); “Carnaval de Rua em BH: In-
terstícios de insurgências sociais e de apropriações do mercado cultural 
(2010 a 2020) [Street Carnival in Belo Horizonte: Interstices of social 
insurgencies and cultural market appropriations (2010 to 2020)]” (Fal-
cão & Isayama, 2021); and the ongoing studies: “O futebol em meio à 
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lógica neoliberal: o programa Galo na Veia como um agente nas rela-
ções estabelecidas entre o Clube Atlético Mineiro e seus torcedores 
[Soccer amidst the neoliberal logic: The Galo na Veia program as an 
agent in the relations established between Clube Atlético Mineiro and 
its fans]”, Doctorate by Maciel Júnior (2021); and “Lazer em redes so-
ciotécnicas: um mapa das apropriações, sociabilidades e práticas medi-
atizadas de lazer no contexto da Covid-19 [Leisure in sociotechnical 
networks: a map of appropriations, sociabilities and mediated leisure 
practices in the context of Covid-19]”, Doctorate by Gomes (2021). 

The inherent interdisciplinarity in the leisure phenomenon allows 
the multiplicity of views on the diversity of themes studied by the group 
to collaborate with the expansion of knowledge in the field of Leisure 
Studies in the Brazilian context. In this aspect, the experiences in the 
field of leisure enable resistance to models of social hegemony and criti-
cal reflection, which can generate changes in social reality. 

Given the multiplicity of perspectives presented, it can be inferred 
that the work Oricolé produces present a diversity of knowledge that 
stems from the relationship between leisure, culture, public policies, 
and social minorities, enabling debates and tensions (with disruptive 
possibilities) of social structures that confine women, indigenous 
people, lesbians, gays, bisexuals, trans people, non-binary people, 
queers, blacks, still subjugated to a “non-human” condition. In this 
sense, studies that focus on the relationship between leisure and social 
markers contribute to the construction of knowledge that contributes 
to the social transformation process. 

Thus, the discussion about public policies, gender, diversity, differ-
ences, ethnicity, and other themes that emerged in the group’s research 
builds the argument that cultural artifacts introduce the curricular ob-
jects that apprehend ways of teaching and learning, and there is a peda-
gogy for that. Therefore, the works are based on the premise that we 
must have procedures that allow us to “read” the different cultural ar-
tifacts and establish their relationship with leisure. 
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Closing Remarks 

The proposition in this text portrays the panorama of Oricolé’s 
contributions to the training of researchers in the field of Leisure 
Studies. Over its 12 years of existence, Oricolé - Laboratório de Pes-
quisa sobre Formação e Atuação Profissional no Lazer [Research Lab-
oratory on Professional Training and Performance in Leisure] invests 
in study and research production, understanding that such actions con-
stitute efforts to qualify Leisure Studies in the Brazilian context, and 
has approached collaborative networks to broaden their discussions at 
the international level. There is an effort in the group’s work to explore 
methodologies and concepts that emerge from the theoretical universe 
of Cultural Studies, envisioned and deepened by studies provided by 
the encounter with Leisure in the scope of training and performance.  

Following the trail of challenges in the field of Leisure Studies, the 
group’s productions aim to deconstruct and contest the discourses and 
dilemmas translated into today’s conservative and liberal ideals that dis-
card the history of social antagonisms, such as genocide, femicide, 
homophobia, racism, sexism, among many other social challenges. In 
this logic, the studies and research produced in the group are geared 
toward debate, confrontation, and struggles in the field of conceptions 
and ways of life and towards the understanding that interlocutions be-
tween Culture and Leisure studies build possibilities of understanding 
social and cultural practices, as well as mediations that cause reflexive 
and critical development for the subjects and, consequently, a change 
in social logic. This desired mediation deconstructs the logic of the 
dominance ideal instead of reproducing it. 

Thus, the studies conducted by Oricolé target the challenges posed 
by multiculturalism, the exercise of acknowledging and listening to 
voices, the learning of cultural codes, and the recognition of the differ-
ent spaces for the construction of knowledge and expertise (academia, 
social movements, learning spheres such as cultural and leisure prac-
tices). It also considers the revolutions in the technologies that cross 
daily life and influence how we think, act, and relate to the world. 

In the hope of establishing new dialogues endorsed by Cultural 
Studies, Oricolé has been investing in the constitution of a collaborative 
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network, aggregating experiences with other research groups within 
higher education institutions in Brazil and foreign countries to expand 
articulations for producing new research and publications. By combin-
ing these networking efforts, Oricolé envisions new organizations for 
academic work, as well as the strengthening of research in the field of 
Leisure, which is currently suffering the influence of positivist policies 
that seek to silence studies produced in the humanities field. Such col-
lective effort actions are understood as resistance to the productivist 
logic in the academic sphere and as articulation for the academic rec-
ognition and visibility of Leisure Studies. 
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and expansion of Cultural Studies in education in Brazil]. Educação, 38 (1), 
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Geplec  

The Grupo de Estudos e Pesquisa em Lazer, Espaço e Cidade 
[Group for Studies and Research on Leisure, Space, and City] (Geplec) 
is located in southern Brazil, in the state of Paraná, with institutional 
ties to the Department of Physical Education at the Federal University 
of Paraná. In addition, it extends to numerous other spaces that bridge 
the themes it addresses and the methodologies it uses.  

 
The group was created in 2004 and seeks to debate, reflect and ana-
lyze the leisure phenomenon, bodily practices, and articulating el-
ements, relating them to emerging issues of everyday life in the 
cities, stimulating university students (undergraduate and post-
graduate), researchers, managers and other subjects that have in-
terest in the area, offering diverse knowledge that is fundamental 
to the academic, professional and personal growth of the partici-
pants (Rodrigues, Gonçalves & Moro, 2020, p. 69).  
 

Based on a spiral vision of teaching, research, and outreach, the 
Group maintains strong connections between this triad. Understand-
ing that teaching is done through outreach and research, the latter, in 
turn, produces subsidies for teaching and outreach intervention, com-
pleting the cycle. What is learned through teaching and what is under-
stood in research sustains outreach practice. An endless cycle that 
attributes humanizing and sensitive senses and meanings to the most 
effective community interventions.  

This spiral is materialized in Geplec by a diversified group, which in-
cludes, besides undergraduate1 scholarship students and volunteers, grad-

1  Mainly, but not limited to, academics from Bachelor and Licentiate degrees in 
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uate2 students as well as postgraduates who work in teaching3 and public 
management, and also welcomes interested parties linked to the themes 
and actions developed in the group who work in various city sectors.  

In addition to individual research motivated by graduation papers, 
reports, theses, and dissertations, the group unites around research and 
outreach projects that mobilize scholarship and volunteer students in 
undertaking practices and knowledge production linked to the group’s 
founding themes: leisure, space, and city.  

The knowledge derived from the research and outreach projects is 
socialized through scientific articles in various journals but also through 
events in the area.  

 
Professor Simone Rechia, the group’s leader, has always enabled 
members to reflect on and debate theory concomitantly with ex-
periences in the empirical field, highlighting that one of the central 
concerns pursued by GEPLEC participants in their production 
should be the emphasis on the relationship between theory and 
practice (Rodrigues et al., 2020, p. 71).  

 
Recently, in 2018/2019, with the opportunity of an exchange 

through the Postdoctoral stay of Professor Simone Rechia at the Uni-
versity of Aveiro, and the establishment of an inter-institutional agree-
ment with the Research Group on Culture and Leisure (NECO) and 
the Gender and Performance Research Group (GECE), both affiliated 
with the Center for Languages, Literatures and Cultures (CLLC) at 
this Portuguese university, it became clear just how close Geplec is to 
Cultural Studies.  

By recognizing this link, in this chapter, we seek to reflect and 
understand the place of Cultural Studies in Geplec’s research, pointing 
out the social markers intersecting these studies and interventions. This 
proves to be relevant so that research can have in its theoretical frame-

Physical Education. 
2  Mainly, but not limited to, students supervised by the group leader, Professor 

Simone Rechia. 
3  Teachers at various educational levels (early childhood, primary, higher and 

postgraduate education), in the public and private sectors. 



THE JOURNEY OF GEPLEC/UFPR/BRAZIL AND CULTURAL STUDIES: BETWEEN STRATEGIES AND BREACHES

work the ontological, epistemological, and methodological support of 
this area of studies that recognizes and legitimizes the articulations be-
tween different areas of knowledge, recognizing the value of cultural 
diversity, lived and experienced in leisure time and space.  

To this end, we selected the theses and dissertations produced by the 
group since its inception in order to understand, based on their abstracts, 
where the approach to Cultural Studies is evidenced and which social 
markers of difference are addressed during the course of Geplec’s studies.  

 
 

Mapping the research: the search for culture  

We started by mapping the selected Geplec productions listed in 
the following table.  

 
Table 1.  

Doctoral Theses and Master’s Dissertations defended at Geplec  
 

Doctoral Theses  
Rechia, S. (2003). Parques públicos de Curitiba: a relação cidade-natureza nas experiências de lazer 
[Curitiba’s public parks: the city-nature relation in leisure experiences]. Doctoral thesis in Physical 
Education, Department of Physical Education, State University of Campinas.  
Silva, E. A. P. C. (2014). Os espaços das cidades e os megaeventos esportivos no Brasil: uma análise 
da copa do mundo de futebol 2014 na região sul do Brasil [City spaces and mega sporting events in 
Brazil: an analysis of the 2014 soccer world cup in the southern region of Brazil]. Doctoral thesis in 
Physical Education, Department of Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Tschöke, A. (2016). Da recreação e lazer para o lazer e sociedade: as maneiras de fazer acadêmico no 
campo do lazer ligadas a área da Educação Física [From recreation and leisure to leisure and society: 
the ways of doing academic work in the field of leisure linked to Physical Education]. Doctoral thesis 
in Physical Education, Department of Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Moro, L. (2017). O lugar do Lazer no cotidiano das aulas de Educação Física no cotidiano escolar: As 
maneiras de fazer dos professores do município de Curitiba [The place of Leisure in the daily routine 
of Physical Education classes at school: The ways of doing of teachers in the city of Curitiba]. Doctoral 
thesis in Physical Education, Department of Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Gonçalves, F. S. (2018). Os espaços de lazer como articuladores do Projeto Vila Sustentável desen-
volvido no bairro Uberaba em Curitiba [Leisure spaces as articulators of the Vila Sustentável Project 
developed in the Uberaba neighborhood in Curitiba]. Doctoral thesis in Physical Education, Depart-
ment of Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Santana, D. T. (2021). Pedalar na cidade de Curitiba/PR: interfaces entre espaço urbano e as experi-
ências no âmbito do lazer [Pedaling in the city of Curitiba/PR: interfaces between urban space and 
leisure experiences]. Doctoral thesis in Physical Education, Postgraduate Program in Physical Edu-
cation, Federal University of Paraná.  
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Santos, K. R. V. (In progress). O lazer possível na escola: entre o formal e o clandestino [The possible 
leisure at school: between the formal and the clandestine]. Doctoral thesis in Physical Education, 
Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Girardi, V. (In progress). A autonomia da pessoa com deficiência e o uso das tecnologias da informação 
e comunicação para o acesso ao lazer [The autonomy of the person with disability and the use of in-
formation and communication technologies to access leisure]. TDoctoral thesis in Physical Education, 
Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Neca, B. D. R. (In progress). A praça é lugar de aprender: afetividades, culturas e memórias nos espaços 
públicos de lazer [The square is a place for learning: affectivities, cultures, and memories in public 
leisure spaces]. Thesis (Doctorate in Education), Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal Univer-
sity of Paraná.  
Ramos, W. K. L.  (In progress). Ocupação/Apropriação dos espaços públicos de lazer da cidade de Cu-
ritiba pela população negra [Occupation/Appropriation of public leisure spaces in the city of Curitiba 
by the black population]. Doctoral thesis in Physical Education. Postgraduate Program in Education. 
Federal University of Paraná.  

 
Master’s Dissertations  
Rechia, S. (1998). A prática pedagógica em educação física: seu impacto sobre as concepções de cor-
pos em mulheres de diferentes gerações [Pedagogical practice in physical education: its impact on 
body conceptions for women of different generations]. Master’s dissertation in Education, Pontifical 
Catholic University of Paraná.  
França, R. (2007). Oferta versus demanda: uma análise da relação entre o poder público e as asso-
ciações de usuários dos parques e bosques da cidade de Curitiba [Supply versus demand: an analysis 
of the relationship between public authorities and parks and woods user associations in the city of 
Curitiba]. Master’s Dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Cagnato, E. V. (2007). Praça Afonso Botelho: o foco das observações no âmbito do esporte e do lazer 
[ Afonso Botelho Square: the focus of observations within sports and leisure]. Master’s Dissertation 
in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Gonçalves, F. S. (2007). Espaço e equipamentos no âmbito do lazer e esporte na Vila Nossa Senhora 
da Luz [Space and facilities for leisure and sports in Vila Nossa Senhora da Luz]. Master’s Dissertation 
in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Tschoke, A. (2010). Lazer na Infância: possibilidades e limites para vivência do lazer em espaços púb-
licos na periferia de Curitiba/Paraná [Leisure in Childhood: possibilities and limits to the experience 
of leisure in public spaces on the outskirts of Curitiba/Paraná]. Master’s Dissertation in Physical Edu-
cation, Federal University of Paraná.  
Vieira, F. G. L. (2010). Espaços públicos de lazer no centro de Curitiba: a transformação da cidade ur-
bana para cidade humana [Public spaces for leisure in downtown Curitiba: the transformation from 
urban city to human city]. Master’s Dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Cassapian, M. R. (2011). Da Cidade planejada ao lazer para todos: As experiências no âmbito do lazer 
vividas pelos cadeirantes do grupo A União faz a força [From the planned city to leisure for all: The 
leisure experiences of wheelchair users in the group A União faz a força]. Master’s Dissertation in 
Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Moro, L. (2012). Conhendo os espaços públicos de lazer destinado as brincadeiras infantis [Getting 
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to know public leisure spaces for children’s play]. Master’s dissertation in Physical Education, Federal 
University of Paraná.  
Assis, T. S. (2014). A privatização no Parque Barigui: possíveis influências na apropriação dos espaços 
e equipamentos de lazer [Privatization in Barigui Park: possible influences on the appropriation of 
leisure spaces and facilities]. Master’s Dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Fonseca, F. R. (2014). Os espaços de esporte e lazer do Colégio Estadual do Paraná: possíveis espaços 
de aprendizagem para o uso da cidade tempo/espaço de lazer [Sport and leisure spaces in the Paraná 
State School: possible learning spaces for the use of city time/leisure space]. Master’s dissertation in 
Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Santos, K. R. V. (2014). A educação para o lazer nas aulas de educação física: um panorama do coti-
diano, barreiras e facilitadores [Leisure education in physical education classes: an overview of daily 
life, barriers, and facilitators]. Master’s dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Drula, A. J. (2015). O processo de transformação de um estádio para arena: o caso da Arena da Bai-
xada. [The process of transforming a stadium into an arena: the case of Arena da Baixada]. Master’s 
Dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Domingues, T. (2015). Lazer e trabalho, oposição ou composição? A relação entre oferta e demanda 
no âmbito do lazer em entidades não governamentais vinculadas a empresas de Curitiba [Leisure 
and work, opposition or composition? The relationship between supply and demand in the field of 
leisure in non-governmental entities linked to companies in Curitiba]. Master’s dissertation in Physical 
Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Santana, D. T. (2016). Praça de bolso do ciclista de Curitiba/PR: idealização, cotidiano e o uso da bi-
cicleta como forma de contestação [The Cyclist’s Pocket-sized Square in Curitiba/PR: idealization, daily 
life and bicycle use as a form of contestation]. Master’s dissertation in Physical Education, Federal 
University of Paraná.  
Machado, G. C. (2016). O Parque Bacacheri e seus arranjos sociais: a relação entre o lazer e o uso da 
maconha [Bacacheri Park and its social arrangements: the relationship between leisure and marijuana 
use]. Master’s dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Sartori, L. M. (2018). Apropriação de equipamentos públicos de lazer por usuários de bicicleta: um 
olhar sobre o Complexo da Pampulha [Appropriation of public leisure facilities by bicycle users: a look 
at the Pampulha Complex]. Master’s dissertation in Leisure Studies, Federal University of Minas Gerais.  
Girardi, V. L. (2019). Lazer, inclusão e autonomia de pessoas com deficiência intelectual na cidade de 
Curitiba, PR: entre a cidade de todos e a cidade para todos [Leisure, inclusion and autonomy of people 
with intellectual disabilities in the city of Curitiba, PR: between the city of all and the city for all]. 
Master’s dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Neca, B. D. R. (2019). Tarifa domingueira: os impactos do transporte público no acesso ao lazer em 
Curitiba-PR [Sunday fare: the impacts of public transport on leisure access in Curitiba-PR]. Master’s 
dissertation in Physical Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Ning, W. (2019). Experiências de lazer de chineses em Aveiro/Portugal [Leisure experiences of Chinese 
people in Aveiro/Portugal]. Master’s dissertation in Culture and Languages, University of Aveiro.  
Bozza, P. R. (2020). As táticas juvenis: O lugar das experiências de lazer da educação não formal na 
obra social Santo Aníbal [Youth tactics: The place of non-formal education leisure experiences in the 
Santo Aníbal social work]. Master’s dissertation in Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Andrade, S. M. B. (2020). O recreio escolar como uma experiência de lazer da criança: entre o dito e 
o não-dito em uma escola pública de Curitiba/PR [School break as child leisure experience: between 
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the said and the unsaid in a public school in Curitiba/PR]. Master’s dissertation in Education, Federal 
University of Paraná.  
Monteiro, V. A. (In progress). Escolas Municipais em tempo integral: as práticas lúdicas no tempo/es-
paço [Full time municipal schools: ludic practices in time/space]. Master’s dissertation in Education, 
Federal University of Paraná.  
Martins, C. J. (In progress). Uma voltinha pelas feiras orgânicas de Curitiba: a pluralidade dos usos 
e dos modos de vivenciar as feiras no cenário contemporâneo [A walk through Curitiba’s organic mar-
kets: the plurality of uses and ways of experiencing markets in the contemporary scenario]. Master’s 
dissertation in Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Lima, G. I. (In progress). O lazer na arquitetura escolar: um estudo sobre os espaços livres das escolas 
municipais de Curitiba/PR [Leisure in school architecture: a study on free spaces in Curitiba/PR mu-
nicipal schools]. Master’s dissertation in Education, Federal University of Paraná.  
Cardoso, G. R. (In progress). A escola enquanto espaço de lazer para a comunidade [The school as 
leisure space for the community]. Master’s dissertation in Education, Federal University of Paraná,  
Santos, A. C. (In progress). As experiências de lazer em espaços públicos e a relação cidade-infância 
[Leisure experiences in public spaces and the city-childhood relationship]. Master’s dissertation in 
Education, Federal University of Paraná.  

 
After reading the titles and abstracts, we performed a categoriza-

tion of the papers, which led us to the following map:  
 

 

Figure 1. Conceptual map of Geplec’s research  
 

This Table is a partial imprint of our overview of Geplec’s research 
adopting an outsider and long-distanced view (Magnani, 2002), with 
the intention of, later on, advancing to an insider and close-up view 
(Magnani, 2002), starting from the Group’s main themes: leisure, space, 
and the city. We understand that such themes are approached under 
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two macro-categories: (1) the different Leisure experiences in City 
spaces; and (2) the different Leisure experiences in educational con-
texts. The differences between them stem from the group’s composi-
tion, which has always been strongly linked to the area of Physical 
Education, with welcoming openings to other fields of knowledge. As 
both Physical Education and leisure are multidisciplinary fields, the dis-
cussion unfolded to the scope of public policies and educational con-
texts, sometimes explicitly articulated. An important point to highlight 
here is the multiplicity of themes the group has covered in its academic 
career of over 15 years, given that most research imbricates a range of 
social issues, which, connected to concrete reality, reflect their intrinsic 
correlations.  

Thus, the subthemes dealt with so far seek to trace the relationship 
between leisure experiences and different social spaces in cities. They 
are the following:  

• Spaces and facilities – Describe, analyze, reflect on forms of plan-
ning and appropriating public and private leisure spaces, relating 
them to broader contexts;  

• Bodily practices – Describe, analyze, reflect on the ways how 
practices of the bodily culture of movement are experienced in 
public and private leisure spaces, and how they change their uses 
and give them differentiated cultural meanings;  

• Peripheral spaces – Relate and comprehend social class intersec-
tions in peripheral city spaces through the different ways of ap-
propriating leisure environments, especially public ones.  

• Social Activisms – Identify and comprehend how social activisms 
impact the use of spaces by different groups, highlighting power 
relationships between them.  

• Mega sporting events – Identify and analyze the social, cultural, 
and political impacts and legacies of mega sporting events hosted 
by Brazil between 2014 and 2016, namely the FIFA men’s soccer 
World Cup and the summer Olympics.  

• Children in the city - Recognize children’s agency in city spaces, 
giving visibility to their  subordinate but deviant ways of creating 
and recreating spaces, unveiling unique possibilities of experienc-
ing leisure in the city.  
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• Access and accessibility in leisure – Recognize the limits and 
possibilities regarding access to leisure spaces, as well as their ef-
fective use (or lack thereof ), by all people - from people with dis-
abilities to people with other social markers of difference, such 
as age, gender, race/ethnicity, and social class.  

 
Regarding leisure experiences in educational contexts, our research 

focuses on contexts with an educational intention as a backdrop, be it 
formal, non-formal, or informal4. These are:  

• Spaces – Describe, analyze, and understand the ways how spaces 
in educational contexts are planned, appropriated, and reappro-
priated through leisure experiences;  

• Curriculum – Understand how leisure permeates the planned, 
hidden, and lived curriculum5 in educational contexts.  

 
The research analyzed to compose this panorama of Geplec proved 

to be essentially qualitative, which corroborates other mappings of this 
scientific production, such as that conducted by Rechia and Tschoke 
(2018) and Rodrigues et al. (2020), with a tendency towards anthro-
pological and cultural perspectives of analysis. The methodologies are 
substantiated by participant observations, interviews, analysis of pho-
tographic and audiovisual images, questionnaires, with specific distinc-
tions for each research, generally based on Geertz’s Cultural Analysis 
(2008), Magnani’s (2002) insider and close-up view, and the analysis 
of microbe-like practices described by Certeau (2014).  

4   Formal education takes place in proper institutions, schools, and universities. Non-
formal education takes place outside the school environment, for example, 
museums, media, events, free courses, etc. Informal education, on the other hand, 
is developed in everyday life, in living with family members, friends, and society in 
general (Chagas, 1993).

5   In this study, we understand formal curriculum as what is prescribed in school plans 
and documents from different spheres (municipal, state, and federal). The hidden 
curriculum is understood based on the term coined by Jackson (1968 cited by 
Apple, 2006, p.127): “norms and values that are implicitly but effectively taught 
in schools and about which the teacher generally does not talk in statements of 
goals and objectives. The lived curriculum is understood from the conception of 
Soares and Alves (2012) as “everything that happens in schools constituting 
knowledge and meanings amid daily networks of human living” (p. 42).
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Leisure: a language of resistance  

Initially, Geplec’s research focused on describing leisure spaces in 
the city and educational contexts, as well as on their forms of appro-
priation and reappropriation, based on Cultural Geography perspec-
tives, through authors such as Luchiari (1996), Santos (1996), Tuan 
(2013), among others, who recognized the importance of planning and 
experience in social space. One conclusion from this initial period was 
that leisure spaces are not neutral, but imbued with social, political, 
and cultural meanings.  

The next step was to recognize, in the forms of appropriating and 
reappropriating these spaces, ways of doing, agreements, and resistance 
to the norms imposed by “strategy”, through cunning everyday “tactics”.  

This understanding occurred through a deeper theoretical study 
of the readings by Michel de Certeau, who considers culture from a 
polemological point of view, therefore, as an “everyday art of war” that 
does not always occur explicitly. “[... ] the goal is to perceive and analyze 
the microbe-like operations proliferating within technocratic structures 
and deflecting their functioning by means of a multitude of “tactics” 
articulated in the details of everyday life” (Certeau, 1995, p. 41).  

In this case, the field in which these struggles occur is organized 
by Strategies, legitimized institutions of will and power that dictate 
rules and impose norms (Certeau, 2014), followed in ways that are 
sometimes naturalized in societies. For example, the addition of out-
door gyms (AAL)6  to an urban park commonly used for various bodily 
practices is, to some extent, regarded as natural by Brazilians in some 
states. Such equipment has forms of use that are considered correct and 
legitimate, and advertised in information panels or similar signage. It 
is in the daily use of this equipment, however, that the tactics an-
nounced by Certeau (2008) take place, planned through the cunning 
that is part of the knowledge for current users of these places. The tac-
tics, in this case, do not have their own place; they are disorganized 

6  The AAL are composed of equipment that “is weightless and only uses the body’s 
strength for weight training and stretching exercises. It is a system that adapts to 
the user using the body’s weight, creating resistance and generating personalized 
benefit, regardless of age, weight, and sex” (Curitiba, 2021, §1).
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from the macro-structural point of view (Certeau, 2008). Referring to 
the previous example, the people who use these spaces do not have the 
power to choose where to install an outdoor gym or even determine 
which equipment it should contain. But they can, through their daily 
experience, manipulate such equipment and change its forms of use, as, 
for example, when children use them to play in various ways, turning 
them into amusement parks.  

Thus, we were able to perceive, in each research, that leisure be-
comes a language of resistance in different ways. It is not a resistance 
that confronts imposed strategies, but one that stealthily, cunningly 
hides in blind spots to make itself possible.  

We can observe that such leisure experiences unveil resistant uses. 
Another example was the research on the construction of the Praça de 
Bolso do Ciclista7 [Cyclist’s Pocket-sized Square] in Curitiba, through 
which leisure practices, such as children’s play, were mixed with the col-
lective work effort toward the construction of a symbolic leisure space in 
the city (Santana, 2016). Similarly, in another research we noticed the ap-
propriation of public transportation buses, planned to displace a large mass 
of people, by also being a stage for rest and enjoyment of leisure practices 
(Neca, 2019). And also the re-signification of children’s play in the city’s 
playgrounds, which, even with few qualified spaces or with intense control 
over their actions, have demonstrated astute forms of playful experiences 
(Moro, 2012). França (2007) demonstrated the capacity of social capital 
generation by residents who organize to defend their rights concerning 
the city’s public spaces. Moreover, Andrade (2020) highlighted the or-
ganization of employees and children in schools to make them into leisure 
spaces at different times. Similarly, Bozza (2020) researched the diffuse 
reorganization in non-formal education spaces and the forms of resistance 
of young residents in a socially vulnerable community.  

These studies allowed us to conclude that, despite the strong existing 
social constraints and norms of the local power strategies, which are 
made and remade on a daily basis, the subjects, through leisure time and 

7  “The square is ‘pocket-sized’ due to its 127m2 area and is also called ‘the cyclist’s,’ as it 
was idealized by a group of cycle activists from the city [of Curitiba], primarily members 
of the Alto Iguaçu Cyclists Association (CicloIguaçu)” (Santana, 2016, p. 05).
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space, demonstrate resistance. Despite being widely used, a language that 
requires attention to detail to be seen and heard, let alone decoded.  

By calibrating the research lens to the ways of doing of ordinary users, 
another point connected to Cultural Studies became evident: social 
markers of difference. This concept denotes “classification systems that 
organize experience by identifying certain individuals with certain social 
categories” (Zamboni, 2014, p. 13). The identification cited by the con-
cept is based on people’s physical appearance and phenotype, which, de-
pending on where they are, can be inserted into different hierarchies 
within this classification system. Thus, before establishing which differ-
ences are listed, it is essential to understand that “differences and inequal-
ities [...] are not natural. They are socially constructed and must be 
contextualized in terms of time and space” (Zamboni, 2014, p. 15).  

To contribute to our discussions in this chapter, we analyzed the 
titles and abstracts of Geplec’s intellectual production. The objective 
of the methodology was to perform a survey, assigning each study with 
a marker proven to be predominant. From this, we organized a “Word 
Cloud”, presented below.  

 

Figure 2. Word cloud - Social markers in Geplec searches  
 

The figure clearly shows the preponderance of the discussion about 
the social class marker in research. These are studies that focus primarily 
on the most vulnerable layers of the population regarding socioecon-
omic status. They point to a political commitment by the research 
group to select subjects with a smaller range of choice regarding possi-
bilities in the scope of time and space for leisure.  
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An important issue regarding social markers is that, in general, they 
should not be analyzed independently or in isolation but always in cor-
relation with the contexts they occur or overlap with, thus changing 
the subjects’ position within these classification systems. In Curitiba, 
we see the overlapping of these social markers, for example, in the 
higher concentration of black people in peripheral and populous neigh-
borhoods, such as the neighborhoods Cidade Industrial (CIC), Cajuru, 
and Sítio Cercado, which, when combined, concentrate 21% of Cu-
ritiba’s population (Curitiba Research and Urban Planning Institute 
[IPPUC], 2015a, 2015b, 2015c).  

 

Figure 3: Map of Curitiba with emphasis on the Neighborhoods  
Source: http://www.curitiba-parana.net. Accessed July 02, 2021.  
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In addition to being the most populated, these three neighborhoods 
concentrate the most children and adolescents (IPPUC, 2014), a popu-
lation with an intrinsically more vulnerable social marker. Another 
marker that needs to be made visible is that of race. The city’s population 
of self-declared black people is 2.85%, but this proportion rises to 4.1% 
in these neighborhoods. These three neighborhoods, along with the 
Uberaba neighborhood, are places with the highest number of people 
with an income per capita of up to R$70.00/month (IPPUC, 2012). In 
addition, neighborhoods like CIC, Cajuru, Uberaba, and Boqueirão 
have the largest number of educational establishments (schools, daycare 
centers, among others) located in flood risk areas (IPPUC, 2014).  

Thus, in this example alone, we see social markers of social class, 
race, and age concentrated in the same places. All this in an unequally 
impoverished city, in which, until 2010, 57.3% of households survived 
on an income of up to three minimum wages8 (IPPUC, 2012).  

Sensitivity to the social markers of difference has been gradually 
refined in Geplec’s research, as the group articulates relations, based on 
the research, readings, and exchanges carried out, about the different 
positions in which the user groups that use leisure spaces are fitted into 
this system. These distinctions reveal the different forms and possibil-
ities of appropriating and reappropriating leisure spaces in the cities in 
formal, non-formal, or informal educational contexts.  

We notice that ongoing researches are more explicitly thematizing 
the leisure experiences of several groups as forms of resistance to various 
social coercions, aiming at the reappropriation of city spaces and re-
vealing, with every step, insubmissive ways of being in everyday life, 
camouflaged under a veil of apparent passivity.  

At school, Santos9, Lima10, Monteiro11, Cardoso12, and Girardi13 

8  That year, the minimum wage was R$510.00 (Provisional Measure 474, of 
December 23, 2009).

9  Santos, K. R. V. (In progress). O lazer possível na escola: entre o formal e o clandestino 
[The possible leisure in school: between the formal and the clandestine]. Thesis (Doctorate 
in Education), Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal University of Paraná.

10  Lima, G. I. (In progress). O lazer na arquitetura escolar: um estudo sobre os espaços 
livres das escolas municipais de Curitiba/PR [Leisure in school architecture: a study 
on free spaces in Curitiba/PR municipal schools]. Dissertation (Masters in 
Education), Federal University of Paraná.
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discuss the stubborn presence of playful experiences in these formal 
educational spaces, even if oppressed. These are ongoing studies guided 
on the understanding that, even amid control systems created by 
schooling, there will be gaps that, employing stealthy resistance, re-sig-
nify times and spaces, sometimes through leisure manifestations.  

Regarding city spaces, ongoing research by Neca14, Ramos15, Mar-
tins16, and Santos17 examines the inventiveness, learning, power, and 
resistance that different groups, through their cunning skills, break away 
from the social limits imposed on them and establish a common urban 
spatial reference point, that is, a meeting point, as they experience their 
practices of collective spaces, enabling contact, exchange, and sociability 
between different people, spaces, and times.  

11  Monteiro, V. A. (In progress). Escolas Municipais em tempo integral: as práticas 
lúdicas no tempo/espaço [Full time municipal schools: ludic practices in time/space]. 
Dissertation (Masters in Education), Federal University of Paraná. 

12  Cardoso, G. R. (In progress). A escola enquanto espaço de lazer para a comunidade 
[The school as leisure space for the community]. Dissertation (Masters in Education), 
Federal University of Paraná,

13  Girardi, V. (In progress). A autonomia da pessoa com deficiência e o uso das 
tecnologias da informação e comunicação para o acesso ao lazer [The autonomy of the 
person with disability and the use of information and communication technologies to 
access leisure]. Thesis (Doctorate in Education). Postraduate Program in Education, 
Federal University of Paraná

14  Neca, B. D. R. (In progress). A praça é lugar de aprender: afetividades, culturas e 
memórias nos espaços públicos de lazer [The square is a place for learning: affectivities, 
cultures, and memories in public leisure spaces]. Thesis (Doctorate in Education), 
Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal University of Paraná.

15  Ramos, W. K. L. (In progress). Ocupação/Apropriação dos espaços públicos de lazer 
da cidade de Curitiba pela população negra [Occupation/Appropriation of public 
leisure spaces in the city of Curitiba by the black population]. Thesis (Doctorate in 
Education), Postgraduate Program in Education, Federal University of Paraná.

16  Martins, C. J. (In progress). Uma voltinha pelas feiras orgânicas de Curitiba: a 
pluralidade dos usos e dos modos de vivenciar as feiras no cenário contemporâneo [A 
walk through Curitiba’s organic markets: the plurality of uses and ways of experiencing 
markets in the contemporary scenario]. Dissertation (Masters in Education), Federal 
University of Paraná

17  Santos, A. C. (In progress). As experiências de lazer em espaços públicos e a relação 
cidade-infância [Leisure experiences in public spaces and the city-childhood 
relationship]. Dissertation (Masters in Education), Federal University of Paraná.
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Thus, from our readings and Geplec’s research, we understand that 
culture has demonstrated to be a field for the production of meanings 
where social groups in different positions of power fight for the imposi-
tion of these meanings in the broader society (Hall, 2003). In this case, 
the place of culture has to do with appropriation and reappropriation 
in practices of signification and re-signification within leisure. Thus, the 
appropriation of leisure spaces, public or private, by ordinary users is, in 
a sense, constituted by struggles for the imposition of different groups 
since, when planned with specific purposes, leisure spaces and facilities 
become vectors of power, standards, and norms of use. However, when 
appropriating and reappropriating these spaces, the people who do so 
can, to a certain extent, comply with this social contract or subvert it, 
making its meanings align with their own frames of reference.  

In addition to the characteristics already stated, we observed three 
others listed by Baptista (2009) that allow us to visualize the group’s 
articulations with the dynamic research field of Cultural Studies, which 
we will present below.  

 
 

Geplec’s articulations with Cultural Studies  

Besides the themes developed in Geplec, which seek to deepen the 
researched realities, other elements articulate this research to Cultural 
Studies. The first is the “contestation of socially constructed limits” 
(Baptista, 2009, p. 452), which makes this an intrinsically paradoxical 
area, revealing “[...] the marginal, unofficial discourses, or discourses of 
those who have no voice as such” (p. 454).  

We noticed this characteristic, with more emphasis, in some of Ge-
plec’s studies, insofar as they contain a defense of leisure spaces and fa-
cilities from a perspective of the right to the city through qualified 
accessibility for all people. It should be noted that accessibility, as a right 
guaranteed by Brazilian laws, still requires fighting by social movements, 
for research shows the obstacles that many people need to overcome in 
order to have access to such spaces. Physical, invisible, formational bar-
riers (Girardi, Rechia & Tschoke, 2019) intertwine in the daily lives of 

89



90

CARTOGRAPHIES OF CULTURAL STUDIES IN PORTUGUESE: PERSPECTIVES, RESEARCH AND CHALLENGES

people with disabilities, who can only access certain city environments 
through subversive and often inhumane forms of use.  

Another aspect highlighted in the group’s research is that educa-
tion for and through leisure should be seen as necessary in several 
scopes within the city, including the school, through formal, informal, 
and non-formal education. A fact that still denotes many limits, because 
the understanding that leisure experiences are imbued with prejudices 
linked to the opposition between productive work and unproductive 
leisure for the capitalist system is still often connected to the idea of va-
grancy and/or idleness. Therefore, the data from these surveys reveal 
that we need to break with this dichotomy between education for work 
and education for life in educational processes, because it is believed 
that only through this rupture will it be possible to educate each other 
as social beings who share the same society, but often come from differ-
ent cultural processes.  

The second point of proximity with Cultural Studies is the recog-
nition of the complexity of everyday life, already widely demonstrated 
by Morin (2008). This recognition occurs, above all, through the sen-
sations and sensitivities towards the everyday life of ordinary people. 
For this, different senses are mobilized in research: touch, sight, and 
hearing, geared toward essentially qualitative methodologies, which, 
when entering the reality they intend to research, are also affected by 
them. Recognizing this complexity also reflects awareness of the intrin-
sic limitations of scientific research. Thus, Geplec’s research does not 
intend to generalize but to understand that there are different ways to 
access reality, each with its own distinct limits and possibilities.  

The last characteristic mentioned by Baptista (2009) is Cultural 
Studies’ civic-political commitment. Present in Geplec, this commit-
ment is reflected in studies that, in general, present assumptions for in-
tervention in reality and, thus, offer subsidies for teaching activity, 
public managers, and citizen action by social activist groups. The basic 
assumption is the direction and implementation of the right to the city 
and to leisure in democratized and qualified public spaces, as well as 
the search for an education that acknowledges the ludic power of sub-
jects so that, more aware and politicized, they may seek autonomy for 
their choices in leisure time/space.  



THE JOURNEY OF GEPLEC/UFPR/BRAZIL AND CULTURAL STUDIES: BETWEEN STRATEGIES AND BREACHES

Different voices along the path: interdisciplinarity as 
a guide for common goals  

Since its inception, Geplec’s research has used different theoretical 
sources in its studies. The premise of this action is that one perception 
of reality alone is not enough to understand it. Thus, we realize that 
the choice of multiple lenses finds support in Cultural Studies since 
these result from “[... ] a disciplinary intersection that is not only 
chaotic mixture but often true interdisciplinarity that seeks to solve a 
set of cultural problems through the use of theoretical, methodological, 
and stylistic paradigms of diverse origin” (Baptista, 2009, p. 456).  

These intersections lead us to increasingly diverse, broader paths, 
building theoretical and intervention bridges between areas, themes, 
and disciplines. Strands that go from the local to the global. This range 
generates the need that at each reading debated within the group, as 
well as in the texts written, there is an effort to establish points of ar-
ticulation and approximation with critical areas of knowledge that in-
tersect the leisure phenomenon – for example, urban planning, 
education, geography, sociology, philosophy, anthropology, among 
others – whether in its theoretical analysis, daily life, professional prac-
tice, management or in the educational process.  

Due to the intense departmentalization instituted within univer-
sities in Brazil, with the raising of walls between areas, disciplines, and 
courses, it is sometimes necessary to explain in detail the relations es-
tablished between innovative themes, through new ideas and ways of 
perceiving the world, which are dear to Geplec and permeate all its pro-
duction with articulations between education and leisure, appropri-
ation of public spaces, right to the city, right to play, teacher training, 
work, economy, among others.  

Strategies, in this case, insist on the homogenization of themes in 
order to “box” knowledge and, thus, impelling researchers to fit into 
these molds as well. These strategies require specific journals for certain 
areas, keywords, titles, and abstracts showing the relationship between 
one theme and another. Bibliographic references aligned to certain the-
ories, that is, restricting interdisciplinarity in a place where it should 
be, above all, celebrated and motivated, as it is a training area for future 

91



92

CARTOGRAPHIES OF CULTURAL STUDIES IN PORTUGUESE: PERSPECTIVES, RESEARCH AND CHALLENGES

teachers and researchers, who could also be stimulated to establish 
bridges instead of walls in their teaching careers.  

Although strategies restrict many possibilities for theoretical con-
nections, Geplec carries on, amid tactics and breaches, establishing mo-
tions in between research, articulating theoretical elements, seeking 
fruitful compositions, and, above all, explaining, evidencing, and reaf-
firming that everyday life is too complex to be reduced to the vision of 
specific disciplines in research, without due cooperation between differ-
ent knowledge, points of view, and places of speech.  

Thus, through rigorous scientific readings and methodologies, we 
do not shy away from articulating interconnected themes, such as urban 
planning, tactical urbanism, education, leisure, schooling, urban peda-
gogy, and the right to the city, among many others. To this end, several 
disciplines are mobilized to look at the same context through different 
lenses and imprint on the research the necessary interdisciplinarity to 
not restrict reality to abstract snippets disconnected from the real throb 
of life in the cities.  

To exemplify this ideal, we present four different studies the Group 
has recently conducted: two studies carried out in the Postgraduate 
Program in Physical Education at UFPR and two in the Postgraduate 
Program in Education at the same institution.  

In Physical Education, the study by Neca (2019) demonstrated the 
impact of public transportation on the right to the city for all, most 
notably in accessing the leisure spaces that compose it. The research fo-
cused on people living on the outskirts of the city of Curitiba, socially 
and spatially marginalized, and that, deprived of a public policy for sub-
sidized transportation fares18, had their leisure time possibilities re-
duced ever since. Santana’s research (2021) showed that even though 

18  “In 2005 [...] it was implemented, in Curitiba, a public policy of leisure and 
transport called Tarifa Domingueira [Sunday Fare] (TD), which aimed to 
stimulate public transport rides through the city on Sundays, granting a fifty 
percent discount on the conventional fare. In contrast, in 2017 – twelve years later 
and in the first month of his mandate – under a subjective justification of a financial 
imbalance in the public transport system left by previous administrations, the 
current mayor of Curitiba, Rafael Greca, extinguished the TD public policy, 
without popular consultation on the impacts this extinction would cause in the 
users’ leisure time-space” (Neca, 2019, p. 18)
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the bicycle is part of Curitiba’s urban landscape, “there still seems to be 
the absence of a ‘proper’ one” (p. 04). Yet, riding a bicycle in the city is 
possible because this way of getting around is “more likely to escape 
from certain social constraints” (p. 04).  

In the Postgraduate Program in Education, Andrade (2020) evi-
denced the unsaid about the playful experiences in the time and space 
of recess. This research additionally showed the intense mobilization 
in these periods “arising from the actions performed by the school in 
partnership with the children, through an intervention pedagogical 
project [... ] fluctuating between ‘tactics’ and ‘strategies’ to subvert ob-
stacles of various natures” (p. 08). In this same Program, education in 
non-formal spaces was also themed. In Bozza’s research (2020), there 
was an analysis of the impacts of non-formal education projects devel-
oped in the field of leisure for young participants of an NGO in Cu-
ritiba. The research concluded that this non-formal education space 
represented “a space for conviviality, welcoming, and representativeness 
[in which] leisure is experienced by young people in their daily lives 
[...] from the formalization of partnerships providing access to theaters, 
museums, parks, among others” (Bozza, 2020, p. 247).  

In these examples, what we find are researches that, at first sight, 
seem disconnected. However, a closer look at the minutiae of each one, 
that is, with an insider and close-up view (Magnani, 2002), we can elab-
orate a synthesis based on them: at school, leisure that is not included 
in official documents because it is not yet understood as a powerful 
means of education is experienced in the gaps coined by the students 
and by the management of different institutions that compose it.  

It is worth mentioning that the aspiration to experience leisure 
through other already legitimized means – such as museums, parks, 
squares, cultural and sports centers, among others – is always present 
in the desires of the researched communities, which perceive themselves 
as restricted in terms of access to different leisure spaces in the city. We 
concluded through conceptual, analytical, and reflective articulations 
that this non-access occurs precisely because transportation policies do 
not contemplate populations in economic vulnerability, taking away 
from them a public policy that subsidized part of the fare on public 
transportation on Sundays. And the use of the bicycle, which could be 
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a sustainable and corporally differentiated way to interact with the city 
and its different spaces, still faces many barriers to being effective. The 
connections are established because everyday life connects them to the 
throb of life in the city, in and out of schools, NGOs, through different 
ways of getting around or not in the city, and in all these dimensions, 
we are taught and teach each other.  

 
 

Final considerations: the place of Cultural Studies in 
Geplec’s research  

At the end of this chapter, we can state that Geplec is a group that 
has been conducting research within the scope of Cultural Studies since 
it began operating, as the themes and social markers analyzed and evi-
denced corroborate this statement. Moreover, these researches contest 
socially established limits, recognize the complexity of the researched 
daily lives, and affirm their civic-political commitment, further narrow-
ing this link.  

Having started its analyses with a preponderance on the visibility 
of the social class marker, other markers have been highlighted as re-
search advances, demonstrating the cultural, social, and political multi-
plicity that permeates leisure studies, allied to the themes of public 
spaces and cities.  

Therefore, we can conclude that the place of Cultural Studies in 
Geplec’s research is located in the ways of doing research, in the data 
produced, and in the interpretation of the appropriation and reappro-
priation of leisure spaces, times, and meanings, which reveal that leisure 
experiences generate signification practices that establish agreements 
and contracts, but also dribbles and breaches, in order to exist and resist 
daily life in the cities, intersected by different social markers of difference.  
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1. Introduction  

The Center for Higher Amazon Studies (Naea) is an academic unit 
of the Federal University of Pará (UFPA). Founded in 1973 and based 
in Belém, Pará, Brazil, Naea’s fundamental objectives are teaching at 
the postgraduate level, particularly aiming to identify, describe, analyze, 
interpret, and help to solve Amazonian regional problems.  

Teaching activities are currently organized into the Postgraduate 
Program in Sustainable Development in the Humid Tropics 
(PPGDSTU), which integrates Doctorate and Master’s degrees, the 
Postgraduate Program in Public Management (PPGGP), at the 
Master’s level, and the Lato Sensu Postgraduate Program (PPLS), at 
the Specialization level.  

These experiences have several origins but mainly arise from the 
government’s need to train human resources to plan the Amazon region, 
which in Brazil in the 70s, during the dictatorial regime, was taking 
shape to annex the region rich in natural resources to Brazil definitively.  

Within a public university with several intellectuals critical of to-
talitarian regimes, these experiences begin to change perspective, and 
Naea starts its journey from the uninterrupted study on development, 
and not any kind of development as a hollow scientific category, but 
one related to a certain reality, that of a region in the periphery of capi-
talism. The research would question exclusionary development models, 
look at traditional populations and identify these models’ impacts on 
nature and these populations.  
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Those were the foundations for Naea’s continuing endeavor to ap-
proach these populations’ cultural dimension and their resistances, con-
frontations, and protagonisms, as in the case of Castro and Marin’s 
(1990) studies on the Trombetas River quilombola populations, im-
pacted by large mining companies and by the creation of a totally li-
mited protected area, a biological reserve. Other studies will multiply 
in this field. And here, we present the experiences of the Tourism, Cul-
ture and Environment Research Group based on the theoretical and 
methodological treatment of research approaches and experiences.  

 
 

2. The Pan-Amazon and the study of culture  

The Brazilian Legal Amazon has 59% of Brazil’s total territory, ap-
proximately 12.8% of the country’s population (2010), and 7.8% of the 
GDP ((Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estatística [IBGE], 2010a, 
2010b). By 2016, the region grew faster than the rest of Brazil, and its 
share of national GDP rose from 6.43% in 1995 to 7.86% in 2010 and 
8.32% in 2015. Although this share has increased, this was probably 
more due to fluctuations in the GDP of the rest of Brazil than to 
stronger GDP growth in the Amazon (Castro, Figueiredo, Almeida & 
Rivero, 2018). But one cannot think of the Amazon as Brazilian, as the 
so-called Pan-Amazon includes areas of Peru, Ecuador, Bolivia, Co-
lombia, Venezuela, Guyana, French Guiana, and Suriname. The region 
is still home to the largest tropical rainforest in the world, correspond-
ing to 1/3 of the planet’s humid tropical forests, and is estimated to 
hold the greatest biodiversity and genetic bank on the planet and 1/5 
of the world’s drinking water availability. About four million square 
kilometers of the Brazilian Amazon were originally covered by forests 
(Figueiredo & Nóbrega, 2015).  

Data show the slow evolution of deforestation control at the be-
ginning of the 21st century, from 2001 to 2015. And we currently have 
new growth in deforestation, an increase in deforested areas, major 
threats to the Amazon populations (fires, drought, and floods), and, in 
the context of the current Brazilian government (in 2021), the institu-
tional attack on these populations, indigenous, quilombola, and other 
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traditional populations of the region, as an admittedly exclusionary 
government project.  

 
 

Figure 1. Pan-Amazon  
Source: The size of the current destruction of the Amazon is far greater than believed, by C. 
Costa (2019). BBC News Brazil in London. 13 Feb 2019. https://www.amazoniasocioam-

biental.org/ en/radar/a-grande-mentira-verde-como-a-destruicao-da-amazonia-vai-alem-do-
desmatamento/  

 
In several contexts, from the late 20th century to the early 21st, it 

was possible to carry out several studies concerning the themes of cul-
ture and the groups living in the region. These research unfolded into: 
studies on the expressions of culture of traditional - popular groups; 
studies on the expressions of non-hegemonic cultures; studies on the 
cultural expressions of Amazon populations (traditional communities, 
riverside dwellers, populations of urban peripheries), and about the 
Amazon, its characteristics and contexts in Latin America and Brazil.  

The context of the studies did not escape the world picture in these 
periods: liberalism and neoliberalism - exploitation of natural resources 
and labor; and attempts to implement the Welfare State. The experi-
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ences of the extractive economy in the region and the so-called neo-
extractivism; the vibrant and interdependent commodity trade also cir-
cumscribed the scenario in which the research took place. This context 
accelerates what is identified as resource plundering, rapine of tradi-
tional knowledge about nature, and ultimately necropolitics (Mbembe, 
2018).  

Despite the difficulties for the local populations and their culture, 
these studies were related to studies on regional development, devel-
opment planning, and related public policies.  

The expressivities of culture in the Amazon region and nearby re-
gions can be characterized by: representing adverse sociocultural scen-
arios; an active and regular cultural production; an occupation of urban 
public spaces; and the symbolic, political, and daily occupation of the 
arena of confrontations, in the social drama. Intermittent issues indicate 
this in the experiences of these populations, such as: the relationship 
of these groups and expressions with the market; the survival and re-
production of the groups and diverse cultures; and the public policies 
proposed and/or implemented to account for these expressivities.  

In the research group and most of the studies conducted, these ex-
pressions are understood as resistant forms, in a permanent state of at-
tention and resistance (not without problematizing the issue and the 
categories). These resistant forms present as multiple and diverse and 
face problems related to the financing of these populations’ cultural ac-
tivities, continuity, identity reconstitution (not represented by identi-
tarianism), invisibilization, strategies and tactics for their reproduction, 
artifices used, negotiations, confrontations, and other borderline situ-
ations, intersected by class, group, gender, and race debates.  

Such expressivities can be exemplified as: Leisure and popular fes-
tivals; Festivals of popular Catholicism; Cultural manifestations - boi 
bumbá, pássaros, carimbó; Handicrafts; Fairs and Markets; Heritage - 
Intangible heritage (safeguard); and the many Masters of culture exist-
ing in the region. Thus, we present two studies, conducted by Eliana 
Bogéa (2019) and Amarildo Ferreira Júnior (2019), that translate some 
of the group’s experiences. These are doctoral theses that walked solid 
paths in researching these expressivities.  
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3. When a woman plays the carimbó  

Carimbó, which encompasses rhythm, dance, and music, occurs 
throughout Pará, a state in the Brazilian Amazon. However, it is 
stronger in the Salgado Region (northeastern coast of the state), the 
Metropolitan Region of Belém (the state capital), the Guamá Region, 
and Marajó Island, with expressions currently occurring in the west of 
the state (Santarém).  

Central expression of a “Pará culture”, carimbó is described by Salles 
and Salles (1969, p. 278) as “a round dance involving men and women 
in which, one by one, pairs stand out and dance freely, which is when 
soloist choreographic configurations emerge”. Thus, carimbó is part of 
the caboclo ludic; it is leisure first and foremost and used as a practice 
and discourse to reinforce the “identity” of popular culture in Pará. The 
term “carimbó” was born from the denomination of drums made of hol-
lowed tree trunks, with one end covered with wild animal skin, measur-
ing approximately 1 meter long and varying between 35 and 65 
centimeters in diameter, called “curimbó” (Figueiredo & Bogéa, 2015).  

For Figueiredo (1999), carimbó is one of the forms of leisure for 
the people of the region, who bring their daily work experiences into 
the scope of this dance. This is how most studies interpret carimbó, and 
this is how it was danced at the many parties held by the populations 
of the Pará Amazon. According to Salles and Salles (1969, p. 259), the 
carimbó as dance and music is one of the purest and most significant 
forms of popular leisure. It is the most exciting form of entertainment 
for the populations of this region. It is a “caboclo” type of merrymaking 
that associates work and leisure, whose lyrics refer to scenes of daily life 
and work. As Maciel (1983, p. xviii) states, “the poetry of carimbó is 
committed to life, love, vicissitudes, daily chores, nature, and the entire 
natural world of the inland man of Pará”.  

As a cultural movement, the research carried out had as its object 
the occurrences in the cities of Belém, and Soure, on Marajó Island, for 
their heritage processes and tourist use, and cultural industry. In Soure, 
it is called carimbó pastoral [pastoral carimbó], unlike the carimbó of 
Marapanim and Maracanã, coastal towns of northeastern Pará, which 
is called “carimbó praieiro” [beachy carimbó].  
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In the study about Carimbó, the place of the female carimbozeira 
[carimbó player] draws attention. In this universe, the transgression of 
the group Sereias do Mar [Sirens of the Sea], from Vila Silva, in the re-
gion of Água Doce, municipality of Marapanim, Pará, stands out: ladies 
who play and sing their own compositions as a portrait of themselves 
and of the life of resistance, whose poetry is powerful. Ladies sculpted 
by the riverside life take turns on the curimbó (the drum), such is the 
strength the drum imposes, the ginga [swing], the colorful clothes, and, 
above all, the joy and the strength of women in command of themselves.  

 
 

Figure 2. Curimbó being played by the Carimbó Group Sereias do Mar  
Source: Cris Salgado Collection. Available in “O carimbó é do carimbó: culturaS, sabereS e 
políticas [Carimbó belongs to carimbó: cultureS, knowledgeS, and politics]” (Doctoral The-
sis), by Bogéa, E. B., 2019, p. 135. Postgraduate Program in Sustainable Development of the 

Humid Tropics, Federal University of Pará, Belém, PA, Brazil. 

 
It is impossible to experience carimbó in the same way after Sereias 

do Mar. Impossible to be the same person after experiencing the 
strength of the carimbó-player mermaids on stage and the conviviality, 
even if simple, in meetings of the carimbó community, with Mistress 
Cristina and Mistress Bigica. In this trance, “Antes que o tempo passe 
tudo a raso: Tambores matriarcais do Grupo de Carimbó Sereias do 
Mar da Vila Silva em Marapanim, no Pará [Before time wipes it all out: 
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The Matriarchal Drums of the Sirens of the Sea Carimbó Group from 
Vila Silva in Marapanim, Pará ]” (Oliveira, 2018) is a dissertation-
poetry that shares sirens as women of everyday struggles, providers of 
their own individual, but mainly collective,  existences, providers of ca-
rimbó, protagonists of the scene of life.  

Submerging into Oliveira’s work (2018) allows us to find and swim 
in our own sea of sirens:  

 
There, they would certainly find a matriarchal carimbó, a rarity in 
carimbó circles, still very much marked by a male presence. But this 
circle has already expanded, and the skirts are no longer just cheer-
ing, coloring, twirling in the middle of the circle. They play and say 
a lot about themselves in the lyrics sung by voices and strong hands 
of women farmers who come together to make creative mischief 
from experiences, going on twenty-two years in the region of Água 
Doce (Oliveira, 2018, p. 28).  

 
Oliveira’s (2018) work teases us about the void of women’s protag-

onism in the carimbó pau-e-corda [stick-and-rope]:  
 

carimbó is predominantly done by men, sung and played - leaving 
the dancing to the women. Therefore, researching the matriarchal 
carimbó, which identifies the carimbó group Sereias do Mar, is a 
form of resistance in this culture propagated, until then, by the 
masters. [...] Thus, according to a bibliographic survey on the theme 
of female carimbó, it was verified that there is no academic research 
at the Federal University of Pará and neither at the State University 
of Pará, in Belém, about the carimbó entirely made, sung, and 
played by women (Oliveira, 2018, p. 45).  

 
The group Sereias do Mar was created in 1994, and is composed 

of women, mothers, grandmothers, farmers, flour millers, Mistresses of 
Culture, Mistresses of Carimbó, women who translate their life and re-
sistance experiences into their own compositions:  

 
Women sing the carimbó, a song of joy  
Women get empowered as the day goes by  
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Let’s empower with education  
Today’s women without discrimination  
Women who perform something new and different  
Have got courage, strength, and stamina  
And that is why they are ahead  
Let’s empower with education  
Today’s women without discrimination  
Women are helping the culture go on  
Women who believe make people smile]  

 
A Mulher Canta o Carimbó [Women Sing the Carimbó], Vila 

Silva, Marapanim, Pará, CD Sereias do Mar (2013), track 9, as shown 
in the following figure:  

 
 

Figure 3. Sereias do Mar CD  
Source: Personal collection (2013).  

 
According to Oliveira (2018), if there is oppression, there is resis-

tance, then carimbó is resistance, and the women of carimbó, the ca-
rimbozeiras, are the resistance of resistance. In this perspective, we 
highlight the decolonialism in the knowledge transmitted and experi-
enced by the Sereias, which goes against the imposition of the colonial 
gender system. If gender issues are inherent to the civilizing process, it 
is in our preponderantly Europeanized and American culture that our 
Pará and Brazilian social patterns are based.  
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The songs of the Sereias do Mar reveal the life experiences of these 
women, working in the fields, flour-making, of life in the interior of 
Pará, but above all, the place of women:  

 
their particularities of being women, carimbó masters, Amazonians, 
as well as their uniqueness for being a carimbó group formed only 
by women, who, besides being farmers compose, play, and sing in 
an eminently male universe, makes us rethink about a world his-
torically and hegemonically represented through retinas centered 
on patriarchal values (Oliveira, 2018, p. 78).  

 
In the voice of Mistress Bigica brought by Oliveira (2018), where 

there is a carimbó group in the Água Doce region, there is a party at 
night. Sunday is all day. Each group plays five songs and is responsible 
for ten bingo cards to raise the necessary amount for those who organ-
ize the party. And this organization is repeated in the different com-
munities that have their festival, like Itacuã, Arsênio, Fazendinha, 
Maranhãozinho, and Remanço. In this year-round festival calendar in 
the region, the Canto da Sereia [Siren’s Song] Festival takes place in 
October, a festival organized by the Sereias do Mar since 2014.  

 
Carimbó groups thus give social cohesion and long life to the mani-
festation of this culture that deconstructs hegemonies and rebuilds 
belonging, resisting the propagated individualism of modern so-
cieties and reexisting in the collective-a matter of survival for ca-
rimbó in these locations (Oliveira, 2018, p. 87).  
 

Oliveira’s (2018) narrative presents, in the voice of Mistress Mimi, 
then 92 years old, Mistress Bigica’s mother, the moment when women 
decide to take the lead in carimbó in Vila Silva. Having decided to cel-
ebrate Mother’s Day with carimbó and with no answer, until the day 
before, from the man who was supposed to play, Mistress Mimi asks 
her daughter Bigica if she knows how to sing carimbó. With her 
daughter’s positive answer, Mistress Mimi convenes some rehearsals to 
play the carimbó and makes her daughter sing. During the rehearsals, 
men would come up and tell her that they had never seen a woman play 
carimbó.  
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According to Mistress Bigica, who was born into a family of ca-
rimbó-players, women’s groups in Vila Silva ended, and Sereias do Mar 
was the only to remain, which is also perpetuated through their work 
with the community’s children (Oliveira, 2018). Mistress Bigica says 
she would like the children to open Sereias’ shows, but she faces dif-
ficulties common to the carimbozeira community, such as transporta-
tion that can handle the considerable number of group components 
and their instruments.  

Thus, we echo Mistress Bigica’s words:  
 

Even my daughters, my granddaughters say this: look grandma, you 
getting famous. They like to dance the carimbó, but none of them 
sing for me. I have a granddaughter who is five years old and already 
sings our carimbó. My children give me all their support. My 
partner gives me a lot of support. My husband passed away, but he 
also gave me support. He didn’t go with me, but he stayed at home, 
made the food, and when I got back everything was ready. And it’s 
the same with this other one, Valdeci. I told him: you want to stay 
with me, right? And I have my carimbó group and there will be 
times you won’t be able to go, and I want you not to forbid me to 
sing carimbó because I won’t leave my carimbó. Today he also helps 
carry the curimbó, he accepts, he goes out with us. When transport 
allows him to go along he goes (Oliveira, 2018, p. 134).  

 
The experience of Mistress Bigica, founder of the Sereias do Mar 

group, along with her mother, Mistress Mimi, translates the place of 
resistance of Amazonian women from the countryside and the city. 
Moreover, the indigenous and black influence of the drums, the curim-
bós, and also the belief in permanent communication with encantaria 
(a system of beliefs in supernatural beings). After all, regardless of the 
African matrix faith, how can one deny the enchanted beings of the 
Amazon? This is what the Mistress tells us:  

 
Then one afternoon, I be lying down, I done just finish lunch and 
lay down in the living room, and I was so sleepy. I wasn’t completely 
asleep because I could hear people passing by on the street. Then a 
woman came and said to me: “I’ma teach you a song, can you sing 
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it?” And I said, but I don’t know. She was like, kind of like a siren. 
I think she was Our Lady of the Conception. For me, in my dream, 
she had long hair, and she was holding a child in her arms. [...] Then 
she said, now listen, I’ma teach you. Then that voice in the back-
ground slowly sang like this:  
“Maria went for a walk on the beach, I was waiting there, Maria 
was beautiful and charming, she smelled like orange blossom (re-
peat), Maria, beautiful Maria, you as beautiful as the guiding star. 
On the beach Maria found me I was smiling with so much love, my 
eyes filled with joy, there my dream came true, Maria, beautiful 
Maria, you as beautiful as the guiding star.  
Then I was amazed. Then I said, my God! I’ma write it down. I got 
up very fast. Then I said: Valdeci, a woman came to teach me a song 
just now. Then I grabbed my notebook and started to write. Then 
I forgot some parts, oh my God help me remember. Then I kept re-
membering and remembering and wrote it all down. Then I started 
to sing. Then I forgot the melody. Then I spent a few days trying to 
remember the music. Please Lord, make me remember. Please, 
Blessed Mother! If you really the one who gave it to me, then make 
me remember. Then one early morning, I be making coffee and the 
whole entire song came to my mind. I done never forget it. [...] 
There was something else, that voice said to me, and this song 
gonna be your future tomorrow, you gonna make your dreams 
come true. [...] I don’t talk much, but I like to sing (Oliveira, 2018, 
p. 147).  

 
The Sereias do Mar have already performed in several cultural ve-

nues in the capital city of Pará. The group’s first CD, whose cover we 
presented earlier, was recorded by hand and with their own resources 
and is the only record of the group’s work to date, whose resistance pul-
sates within the resistance of carimbó, of a feminine that, according to 
Oliveira (2018), does not want to be colonized and, therefore, a fem-
inist one, of the Amazonian feminist, in which nature and human are 
inseparable even in our cities, in which reality and encantaria integrate 
the daily lives of beliefs, struggles, poetry, and resistance.  

Mistress Bigica, through the eyes of Cris Salgado, is here to tell us:  
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Figure 4. Mistress Bigica  
Source: Cris Salgado Collection. Available in “O carimbó é do carimbó: culturaS, sabereS e 
políticas [Carimbó belongs to carimbó: cultureS, knowledgeS, and politics]” (Doctoral The-
sis), by Bogéa, E. B., 2019, p. 133. Postgraduate Program in Sustainable Development of the 

Humid Tropics, Federal University of Pará, Belém, PA, Brazil.  

 
Because it is an all-women’s group. And that draws attention, don’t 
it? There ain’t none. I don’t know no other group. Now, after ca-
rimbó became part of Brazil’s cultural heritage, some groups be 
popping up here and there, but they ain’t the real thing. I have a 
friend tells me they’re forming a group in São João da Ponta, but 
he says it ain’t like Sereias do Mar. But may there be other groups, 
right? As I say, we want other women’s groups to appear so they 
can give us more strength. There’s got to be women in carimbó, not 
just men. There’s got to be different things (Mistress Bigica, cited 
by Oliveira, 2018, p. 156).  

 
The Sereias do Mar inspire women’s protagonism in carimbó as a 

group of urban women, from Belém, who get together/alternate to 
play/sing carimbó in the squares, at the university, in the markets of 
São Brás and Ver-O-Peso, commonly in public space. Girls, young girls, 
who identify with the resistance of the carimbozeiras, the siren-singing 
sirens:  
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Se esta canoa fosse minha mandava deixar no mar  
Se esta canoa fosse minha sereia ia lá pegar  
Olê, olê, olê, olá moça bonita  
Sereia do mar  
[If this was my canoe I’d leave it in the sea 
If this was my canoe the siren would go get it 
Hello, hello, hello, hello, pretty girl 
Sea siren]  
Mistress Mimi (2013).  
 
Foi em Maiandeua, me sentei na areia  
Quando vi um vulto, era uma sereia  
Sereia, oh linda sereia  
Escrevi teu nome em cima da areia  
[It was in Maiandeua, I sat on the sand  
When I saw a shape, it was a siren  
Siren, oh beautiful siren  
I wrote your name on the sand]  
Mistress Bigica (2013).  

 
Carimbó is understood as continuous processes of creation, inter-

action, and hybridization, as roots that intertwine in the soil of our for-
ests to emerge as cultures in motion, experienced cultures that, for this 
reason, cannot be reduced to their products and/or artifacts (Williams, 
2011). Cultures as mutual learning that happen by granting equality 
of being as the only possible way to escape the authoritarianism that 
segregates and hierarchizes the field of culture and, therefore, ourselves.  

 
We say these things to each other and stare at each other with a 
threatening look. The only good thing, it seems, is that all the com-
peting parties are interested enough in culture to want to be ident-
ified with it. But then we are not, any of us, arbiters in this struggle; 
we are all in the game, and playing one way or the other (Williams, 
2011, p. 344).  

 
Finally, before the curimbós silence this part of the circle, with Wil-

liams (2011), we chant that the continuing deepening crisis of our time, 
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the violence against our diversity, the human compromises of our 
women-in-arms, the inseparable crisis of the social order and the natural 
order, encourages us to new knowledge, new experiences, new forms 
of hope, new groups, and institutions, which move our investigations 
forward. This gives us hope that our work will contribute to under-
standing and acting in a Brazil and a planet where we are being trans-
formed into foreigners of ourselves.  

 
 

4. La Cofradía del Santísimo Sacramento de los Dia-
blos Danzantes de Yare: fighting bodies  

The Cofradía del Santísimo Sacramento de los Diablos Danzantes 
de Yare [Confraternity of the Holy Sacrament of the Dancing Devils 
of Yare] is perhaps the most popular and most researched among the 
eleven confraternities that make up the so-called Diablos Danzantes 
de Corpus Christi [Corpus Christi Dancing Devils] of Venezuela, feasts 
existing in towns in central and coastal Venezuela, each cultivating spe-
cific aesthetic, ritual, hierarchical and organizational characteristics, 
and inscribed, since 2012, on the Representative List of the Intangible 
Cultural Heritage of Humanity, maintained by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)1.  

As this esteem on the part of academics and non-academics alike fran-
chises access to a wide range of sources for the study of this “great diabolical 
feast”, as Venezuelan writer Arturo Croce (1959) defined it, the results it 
bequeaths require, for a deep understanding of some of its senses today, 
that some deep-rooted and prevalent conceptions be discussed.  

It requires, therefore, a certain level of (re)formulation of cultural, 
political, and ethno-social conceptions that reproduce restricted 

1  The representative list was established by the Convention for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage, approved at the thirty-second General 
Conference of UNESCO, held in 2003 in Paris (France). Its goal is to “[...] ensure 
greater visibility of intangible cultural heritage, raise awareness of its importance, 
and provide forms of dialogue that respect cultural diversity [...]” (UNESCO, 2006, 
Article 16), whereby the Intergovernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage meets annually to ensure its implementation, 
evaluating applications and updating and making it public. 
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models of interpreting the feasts and apprehending the practice of their 
actors. Doing so requires, as well, not capitulating to the temptation of 
merely revising the consecrated notions in the discussion about this 
specific feast, rearranging, perhaps in a more sophisticated way, the is-
sues under debate.  

Consisting of a group of about 2,000 “hermanas y hermanos co-
frades” [brothers and sisters in the brotherhood], the Diablos de Yare 
are promise-payers to the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. On the date 
designated by the Catholic Church for the celebration of Corpus 
Christi, between May and June, these women, men, and children take 
to the streets of the town of San Francisco de Yare (Simón Bolívar mu-
nicipality, Miranda state, Venezuela), wearing red costumes and devil 
masks, with rosaries and necklaces hanging from their necks, idio-
phones taped to their waists or trouser bars, and maracas in their hands, 
usually devil-shaped (Figure 5).  

 
 

 
Figure 5. Diablos de Yare dancing in front of an altar  

Source: Authors’ collection  
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Figure 6. Procession of the Diablos de Yare (while the Blessed Sacrament advances, the 

promise-payers dance backward without turning their backs on them)  
Source: Authors’ collection  

 
As they dance to the rhythms of an extended bi-membrane drum 

called “La Caja” [The Box], whose beats establish a martial soundscape, 
the Diablos de Yare move embodied expressions that convey, in the here 
and now of the feast, social knowledge, traditions, memories, and con-
structions of racial-ethnic identification (Taylor, 2013).  

Thus, they integrate the public place of the mass, office, and pro-
cession of Corpus Christi, sometimes constituting a “body” more or 
less independent, other times linked to its liturgical celebration, in a 
feast in which, as “hermanas y hermanos cofrades” express it, the most 
evident aspect is the devotion that dramatizes sacramental acts of rep-
resentation of the struggle between Good and Evil, in which the latter 
is humiliated before the celestial forces of the former, when the prom-
ise-payers kneel before altars set up in public places or residences of 
other promise-payers or the Blessed Sacrament itself.  

These bodies that “bailan diablo” [dance the devil] - black bodies, 
in their vast majority - could hardly be considered Christian bodies if 
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we were unaware of the social order in which they find themselves and 
the social situations engendered by it. These bodies transmit their com-
munity’s historical memory and ancestral traditions “through” com-
posite celebration. Publicly catholic, these bodies constitute, through 
the crosses they scratch in the ground to the beat of the “Caja”, places 
of conversion of meanings, where they subvert Christian impositions 
while affirming them, in a crossroads of knowledge originating from 
their “ancestros” [ancestors], Africans and Natives. Thus, they consum-
mate the “presence of a negation and the negation of a presence,” con-
stituting themselves as otherly Christians.  

Through the trajectory of their dancing bodies, they draw pictures 
of persistence-abandonment and updating-recovery of some practices 
in the context of the feast, which originates very particular cultural and 
political processes. Such processes, which we call ethnopolitics, are 
those carried out by specific social groups and composed of the inter-
relation of everyday forms of political action (infrapolitics) with the 
systemic political structures (“suprapolitics”) that aim to govern the 
spaces in which these social groups circulate.  

Ethnopolitical processes occur from the activation of categories, 
matrixes, and motives of action proper to the social groups considered, 
which allow them to respond situationally to the situations they ex-
perience in and between fields of relations, generating adaptations, ne-
gotiations, mediations, and circulation of meanings in the face of the 
framings and agencing received, at the same time that it becomes poss-
ible to transgress, transform, or contest them.  

As a process, ethnopolitical practices are situational and relational, 
tending toward transience and, ritually, to liminality. However, they 
do not essentialize the meanings of the practice of the social actors with 
whom one is in contact, and so the Diablos of Yare are like fighting 
bodies. Thus, the ethnopolitics conception is less of a conceptual cat-
egory, although it also serves as a concept, than it is an intellectual ap-
proach and stance toward the forms of struggle and cultural processes 
of those social groups considered to be “subaltern” or, to avoid using 
an expression that tends to objectify the social condition it names 
(Mato, 2014), subalternized social groups. We believe this occurs both 
among the carimbó masters and groups and the Diablos de Yare.  
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Thus, dialectics of domination-resistance (Arvelo-Jiménez, 2001), 
possible ethnic (re)constitutions and dynamics of cultural control 
(Bonfil Batalla, 1991) are historically highlighted, considering the 
political circumstances for each context and moment. For the Diablos 
de Yare, we highlight some of these moments:  

 
(i)    The colonial period in Venezuela, in which the institution of 

slavery was the pillar of a dominant social order that extends 
as a process until today, whose rite of hermanas y hermanos 
cofrades arriving in front of the Church and not entering it is 
an important reminiscence, given the prohibition of enslaved 
populations from entering religious temples;  

(ii)   Post-abolition, when discriminatory, prohibitive, and racist 
practices remained, pushing the demonstration to the interior 
of Venezuela and circumscribing it to a more restricted area;  

(iii)  Later moments of forging a unitarist vision of Venezuela and 
a certain “Venezolanidad” [Venezolanity], with research ex-
peditions to popular cultural and “folkloric” manifestations, 
the Festival Folklórico del Nuevo Circo, celebrated in 1948 
in Caracas, being an emblematic point of this phase - in this 
event, the Diablos de Yare left their town for the first time, a 
fact considered by many to be responsible for their high de-
gree of knowledge by the population in comparison with the 
other confraternities;  

(iv)  The Bolivarian revolutionary process, with greater expressive-
ness of “afrovenezolanidad” [afrovenezolanity] claims and 
greater scope of expedients of heritage records, both na-
tionally and internationally.  

 
With this, we establish as our focus the cultural processes in which 

the Diablos de Yare operate, with a sensitivity to the power relations 
and conflicts inherent to their social experience in the context of a field 
of relations and the arenas established in it, considering as relevant and 
a priority to the debate to take the praxis of these same social agents as 
the “beginning, end, and means” of analysis, and, therefore, resorting 
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to fieldwork, ethnographic expedients, and the operationalization of 
concepts that allow rich and distinct entries.  

We resorted to dialogues with an interdisciplinary theoretical pro-
duction in this path, which conjugated diverse contributions and di-
rected ruptures while leaving open spaces for new developments. In 
doing so, the relations that socially construct the symbolization of the 
Diablos de Yare were highlighted, resulting in agencing and reflexivity 
of the social bodies that perform it, contributing to defining the socio-
spatial distribution of the political, sociocultural, and religious mean-
ings of their performances.  

With this, the feast presented itself as another way to tell the world, 
addressing the conflicts and tensions of a society, and also its joys and, 
less than its leftover-living and beyond its survivals, its supravivals 
(Simas & Rufino, 2018). Thus, when the Diablos de Yare dance and 
make their discourses - the drumbeat is, in this sense, a potent discourse 
- they do politics in an extreme way, because they speak of struggle 
through their bodies, saying about the world without chattering about 
it. This feast, therefore, is another place from where Venezuela can be 
interpreted. The feast is, in fact, the breach that allows us to get around 
the discourses that rest in the shadow of stereotypes.  

 
 

5. Conclusion  

What has been constructed for Latin America, Brazil, and the 
Amazon region, in their socio-historical formations, is the idea that 
there are cultural particularities of these regions. An instigating ques-
tion has always arisen: what makes these regions of the planet be looked 
at differently, with a kind of “differentiated culture”? Although this is 
not the time to present comparisons to regions in the “Western” world, 
the idea of the center of capitalism and its periphery are plausible ideas 
to propose an approach. However, it is necessary to emphasize, first of 
all, that the motion to create these regions by the Western world necess-
arily occurs from colonization.  

From the creation of the concept of culture, it is possible to trace, 
for example, the dynamics and struggles of the peoples of America, be-
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cause with each cut, interpretation, and approach, the idiosyncrasies of 
the concept and the understanding of the expressions are presented.  

The more traditional debate about culture obviously comes to a 
stop here at the limit between indigenous systems, involuntarily intro-
duced enslaved populations and the invaders. In the massacre and cul-
tural annihilation, the hybrid product of violence is formed, but it 
continues to escape from domination, and to resist, facing new prob-
lems, such as the curtailment of cultural manifestations and use of pub-
lic space; the influence of neo-Pentecostal religions and sects, the 
de-funding of practices, and the decrease of public policies. New hopes 
appear with the existence and persistence of the New Masters of the 
Amazonian culture.  
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1. Introduction  

In the face of the socio-anthropological and cultural crises of the 
21st century, neoliberalism, which tends toward the absorption of man’s 
individuality and communitarianism, the option has been unbridled in-
dividualism and the competitive and deregulated market, in which the 
State is enjoined from participating in the economy in order to provide 
further preference to private sectors. Human existence is measured by 
“possession” and “fame. The emerging brand of capitalism of the new 
neoliberal does not intend to signify ruptures in the sense of transforma-
tions for this globalized transnational political project. On the contrary, 
it continues to deepen and strengthen the main trends of late capitalism. 
However, the theoretical (in knowledge) and especially political (for ac-
tion) challenges concerning the social transformations facing the century 
require that its “new” forms, manifestations, and configurations be high-
lighted.  

This scenario opens up space for specific approaches to the African 
man as a whole approached by cultural characteristics.  

 
 

2. On the research object  

The object of study of this research, which is the African-Mozam-
bican man, his culture and spirituality, enjoys the legitimacy of having 
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as subject and object of study the African-Mozambican man himself, 
who seeks to interpret himself. This is a man who, in his struggle to be-
come free from Western objectification, wishes to be himself, the sub-
ject and object of anthropological, philosophical, and cultural 
discourse, configuring an endogenous effort of reflection.  

Therefore, we propose the present chapter, with a view to ap-
proaches to the specificities of the socio-anthropological, cultural, and 
religious experiences and practices associated with “spirituality” in the 
context of typically African medicine, its effects, its symbolic language, 
the relationship with the real (phisis) and “cosmic” environment, place 
where the “vital force” is sought, its alternative role vis-à-vis so-called 
conventional medicine and its contribution to public health, as well as 
the aversion toward it in the face of the predominance of other forms 
of spirituality, namely Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, as well as Chris-
tianity in its multiple modes of manifestation.  

 
 

2.1. On the objectives  
This research is also intended as an attempt to understand these 

discursive logics, even though they are supposed to be different. In its 
socio-anthropological and cultural ambition, this research intends, ul-
timately, to characterize the various “Totems”, objects of worship, 
shrines, work tools, cultural practices, as well as routine practices of the 
Shamans, or traditional doctors, as well as certain onto-phenomeno-
logical and comparative elements of uses, rites, taboos and cultural rou-
tines susceptible of enhancing normalization and incorporation into 
the official culture in Govuro district, the seat of Nova Mambone. It is 
a district geographically located in the northern Inhambane province, 
with diverse ethnolinguistic characteristics and discursive logics about 
culture that are inherited from local knowledge. We understand that 
the choice of this district concurs to represent part of the province due 
to its predominance and quality as a province seat.  

 
 

2.2 From phasing to methodology  
This study, called a radiographic study referring to the various other 

phases following the recognition of and first contacts with the Spiritu-
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alists, comprises a structure that gives relevance and motivation to the 
research, in which an attempt is made to justify its pertinence, as well 
as the literature review, which mobilizes and discusses some concepts 
pertaining to local practices and knowledge. To this end, the observa-
tion method is adopted, from which conversations will take place with 
practitioners of spirituality, beneficiaries of this practice, and others in-
volved. The ethnographic method, so important in understanding the 
life of societies, is central to the study and is carried out through trekk-
ing in Mambone (Govuro) (the researchers in this study are part of 
these communities). Finally, we call on the phenomenological method 
to better address and describe each phenomenon or situation in the ac-
tivity performed by the shamans and those who seek their services.  

The results of the research are partially presented in the form of re-
ports. And this chapter presents the first results of the approach carried 
out in these places, thus opening a space for further deepening at each 
subsequent stage, on the one hand, and the possibility of involving more 
researchers from the International Network in Cultural Studies (RIEC) 
who have these practices in their countries, as was the interest shown by 
Angolan researchers, or who are interested in cultural exchange.  

 
 

2.3 Impact of the research  
This research is also highly relevant, given its intention to con-

tribute to scientific knowledge from several perspectives. First, it in-
tends to contribute to research in philosophical anthropology, 
literature, sociology, psychology, economics, public health, and the en-
vironment, based on a complementary theoretical approach, with 
greater empirical evidence in typically African cultural practices and 
their role in affirming the culture and spirituality of the Mozambican 
Being. Second, the significant evolution of the research should con-
tribute knowledge in the face of the absence of empirical investigations 
in the field of philosophical anthropology and sociology regarding this 
problematic within Mozambican society. Finally, we believe that the 
empirical evidence to be obtained in the context of this research also 
aims to contribute to broadening this area of knowledge, which has 
been little explored in the concrete socio-anthropological and historical 
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conditions of Mozambique, and to advance toward approaching it in 
the various academic contexts, starting from the universities as places 
of reflection and repository of knowledge and expertise.  

 
 

3. Notion of culture and the foundation of ontology  

The word “culture” derives from the Latin verb “colere” and means 
“to cultivate or till the land, and can be translated as cultivate, inhabit, 
even worship and protect (Eagleton, 2000, p. 12). According to the 
author, human beings, by choosing to live in groups, eventually became 
social beings. And this fact became the first cultural phenomenon. Thus, 
culture is understood as a collective legacy that individuals acquire from 
their groups; the overall lifestyle of a people; a mechanism for the regu-
lation of norms and behaviors, or even a set of meanings and values 
learned and shared by a community, since human beings are constantly 
producing values, practices, norms, art, myths, technologies, and, ulti-
mately, their cultural fabric, because the different ways in which society 
is structured give rise to complex and diverse cultures, making human 
behavior have a cultural meaning (Oliveira, Pais & Cabrito, 1995).  

According to Eagleton (2000, p. 37), culture’s emergence has to 
do with the problems of society and its attempt to respond to the situ-
ations troubling it, and “culture is thus not a vague fantasy of achiev-
ements, it is a set of potentialities created by history, which operate 
subversively within it,” which means that the cultural context is 
strengthened in the mobilization of principles of unity and advance-
ment of society in the face of the existing problems. It also means that 
culture is transversal to all dimensions of life. Kroeber (1952) asserts 
that culture is not even outside beliefs and, therefore, is also an essential 
element for the existence of religion and spirituality. In fact, this author 
advocates that societies comprise individuals, and the latter are pro-
foundly shaped by their culture. The author understands culture as the 
product of an intellectual reflection that seeks to make sense of human 
ontology and personality. Based on this assumption, culture will be the 
representation of different social imaginaries about the meanings of 
life, namely work relations, myth, literature, witchcraft, religion, world-
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view, and, in short, existential practice.  
From the outset, human life imposes on us behaviors, beliefs, 

values, and taboos that are the fruit of historical conceptions of the 
present and the future. In the end, it is these conceptions, values, atti-
tudes, precepts, and beliefs that, despite being permanently changeable, 
are responsible for the formation of culture. It is clear, therefore, that 
knowing this present and envisioning the future is equivalent to know-
ing its origins. And this is possible from a search of the past and the ex-
periences or practices transmitted, “naturally” acquired from older 
generations to younger generations, belonging or not to close societies. 
Proximity is not restricted, however, to physical space, but to their be-
liefs, values, and practices as Beings.  

Cohabitation and conviviality, ethnographic practices, can allow 
the circulation and evolution of communities’ knowledge and cultural 
knowledge. And understanding human behavior requires knowledge 
of their cultural patterns (Oliveira et al., 1995). In other words, for 
these authors, such knowledge makes it possible to understand certain 
attitudes and practices that would otherwise seem a deviation or an ir-
regularity since culture is a code that makes intelligible the actions and 
events that take place in different groups and the way each group reacts 
to a given stimulus.  

For Edward Said (1993), quoted by Eagleton (2000, p. 57), “cul-
ture can even be a battlefield in which causes are exposed to the light 
of day and fought over”. In fact, today, we live in situations where the 
defense of certain ideas and cultural convictions goes as far as justifying 
and legitimizing a war. The weakest people end up “loosening” the im-
petus of traditions and local cultural identities, thus contributing to 
the extinction of their typical cultural traits. An example of this is Af-
rican medicine and religious beliefs, whose Shamans, as well as their 
patients, hide from the public, denying their existence, practice, and af-
filiation, especially in Mozambique, where many people are ashamed 
to publicly seek the help of a traditional doctor, although they do it se-
cretly. As a strategy to mitigate or eradicate this phenomenon, the best 
solution is more active and open approaches in contexts where different 
ideas, diverse and different cultures cohabit and converge. Part of these 
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places is the academy; the university is an entity with critical capacity 
and an obligation to preserve cultures.  

Facing the opposition requires intellectual courage towards cultural 
conception, giving primacy to the existing cultural base, searching for 
the historical roots of that culture’s genesis. Indeed, the contemporary 
way of life depends on what was introduced and accepted by the living 
population in the past, for the concerns of the time are introduced and 
implemented in order to sustain present human existence, but aiming 
to shape the ways of life of the future generation, which means that “the 
culture of a group is the fruit of the thinking of the group that preceded 
it, not of the living population. Any culture has been introduced and 
accepted by another cast from the past” (Kroeber, 1952, p. 20).  

Thus, the need to think precisely and deeply is placed on the men 
of the present, for their cultural practices will be the basis of the actions 
of future generations since “it is the nature of culture to be strongly 
conditioned by its own cumulative past. Therefore the most fertile ap-
proach to its understanding is historical” (Kroeber, 1952, p. 13).  

With this perception, ontology, the “who am I”, goes beyond the 
essentialism criticized by existentialists and phenomenologists. At this 
point, it is important to call on Merleau-Ponty and Heidegger to better 
understand the meaning of onto-phenomenology, that is, the being 
that manifests itself, perceiving itself as an existent and subject, in its 
condition of being situated in the world of life. These authors are im-
portant to this research, which looks at the Mozambican Man, his cul-
ture, and his spirituality as the Being in space and time that seeks to let 
itself be manifested and perceived. His goal is to describe himself as 
existing and as an agent of human and scientific transformation, or that 
strives for a thinking that starts from the condition of man who is real-
ized in his natural, cultural, and historical environment, and not as an 
essence or an ideal being, as we can find in Descartes.  

The issue of using onto-phenomenology of perception as the 
method of our study helps us to fix and objectify our object and subject, 
in which, reading Husserl, Heidegger, or Merleau-Ponty, we had the 
feeling much less of finding a new philosophy than of recognizing Af-
rica’s place, its scientific contribution in the world through its culture 
and spirituality.  
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Thus, we also seek to leave the place of representation of a minoriza-
tion and objectification of the African in his ontology and culture pro-
duced by the West, as it could be certified over time in the discourse of 
“the same,” especially in the modern era, in which there was a tendency 
and growing narrative of evolutionism, of racism, with the intention of 
transforming humanity for ideological purposes. The reflections of phil-
osophers such as Kant, Hegel, and others can serve as examples of such 
statements. Kant (1724-1804), in fact, established in his work Observa-
tionson the Feeling of the Beautiful and Sublime (1993) some characteristic 
traits of African peoples, in which he mentions the following:  

 
The Negroes of Africa have by nature no feeling that rises above the 
ridiculous. Mr. Hume challenges anyone to adduce a single example 
where a Negro has demonstrated talents, and asserts that among the 
hundreds of thousands of blacks who have been transported else-
where from their countries, although very many of them have been 
set free, nevertheless not a single one has ever been found who has 
accomplished something great in art or science or shown any other 
praiseworthy quality, while among the whites there are always those 
who rise up from the lowest rabble and through extraordinary gifts 
earn respect in the world. The religion of fetishes so widespread 
amongst them is perhaps a sort of idolatry that sinks as deeply into 
the trifling as appears to be possible to human nature. A bird feather, 
a cow’s horn, a conch shell, or any other common object, as soon as 
it becomes consecrated by a few words, is an object of veneration 
and of invocation in swearing oaths. The blacks are very vain but in 
the Negro’s way, and so talkative that they must be driven apart from 
each other with thrashings (Kant, 1993, pp. 75-76).  

 
Regarding the research we present here, “veneration” is evidenced 

through or by beliefs. The beliefs attribute value to shells, bottles, straw, 
stones, among various objects related to African spiritualities, which 
even allow incorporations and a very appreciable and evaluative look 
at their actions around their communities, which never cease to flock, 
analogous to a Westerner who goes to God to access the heavens. This 
research describes such practices and sheds light on ancestral wisdom.  
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Inspired by Merleau-Ponty’s (1994) concern, two questions are 
asked: the first we find in the Phenomenology of perception, as Creusa 
Capalbo (2007, p. 27) reminds us: “(...) to describe the structure of the 
human being in the analyses he made of perception, corporeality, sex-
uality, language, intersubjectivity, thought, freedom, temporality”. And 
we add the dimensions of culture and spirituality.  

 
 

4. Local knowledge and religiosity  

The valorization of local knowledge has to do with its validity, as 
well as with the need to affirm local personalities and identities. In fact, 
this calls for a careful look at local knowledge, because, as Ngoenha and 
Castiano (2011, p. 112) emphasize, “Mozambicans should drink from 
local knowledge and master new technologies for their development”. 
This means the need to ally the local with the global, making it imperative 
that local knowledge be present in the lives of the subjects while they ap-
propriate the technologies in a world where real-time communication, 
the globalization of the economy, and the abolition of national borders 
are factors allowing us to think of a global village (Oliveira et al., 1995).  

Pequenino (2010, p. 15) reflects on this, warning about the urgency 
of knowing how to live with the world without losing what the subjects 
are and why they are that. This author believes that “the African man 
must be considered in the two realities of the universe, one that implies 
the existence of spiritual beings and another, of ancestors who watch over 
the living man”. It is a man who lives the general mutations of the universe 
and a humanity marked by beliefs, lives, and experiences that also undergo 
changes in a world assumed to be modern, intercultural, and whose cul-
tures do not remain pure. Local knowledge cannot assert itself or acquire 
its own status apart from global knowledge. As Makumba (2007, p. 252) 
states, “The development of culture cannot ignore the development of 
the thinking that drives and shapes it. Traditional African religions must 
dialogue with other religions, that is, with other knowledges”.  

Thus, Mozambicans, as Africans within the global context of cul-
tures and knowledge, urgently need this dialogue with other knowledges 
and experiences in order to assert and consolidate their own identity, 
academies, universities, and other places of liberated reflection being the 
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places that should work toward a global and local approach to knowl-
edge. The meaning of life, the teleology and ontology of the African are 
articulated in permanent contact and dialogue with the dead, who sup-
port and protect the living from the dangers and evils of the world.  

In our research and the preliminary approach taken, it is under-
stood that contact with the ancestors is ensured through Shamans and 
elders or priests of the community and family. However, the ancestors, 
endowed with the power to support and protect the living, are those 
who possessed exemplary virtues in life, respecting the laws received 
from the ancestors. They were not combative men or involved in witch-
craft1; they were men of unity in the community. They did not die a vi-
olent death; and they left an offspring.  

Martinez (2003, p. 49) understands the symbol as a representation 
of the real that appears as the key to understanding and communicating 
religion, the meaning of life, and culture. Hence the need to know the 
objects, actions, and institutions that make up culture, because “culture 
can be considered as a set of symbolic systems and constitutes, in fact, 
a set of communications”. This means that the system of communica-
tions and symbology fortifies religion, the sense of belonging, and the 
rationalization of life in a world where tradition, the sacred, and the 
cult of ancestors are permanently threatened by technology, global mi-
gration flows, and the consumer society (Baudrillard, 2011).  

 
 

5. From spirituality to healerism  
“A healer is like a woman at home who must know that she 
has a husband and therefore must know how to give the best 
medicine to her patients” (Mussabualabua2, Cp., 2021).  

1  Since we are all informed that traditional life and its practices are not limited to the 
evils practiced by sorcerers. The Shamans’ practices are prudent and lead to a good 
relationship both among diverse social groups and between the living and the dead. 
The interaction between the latter is not only peaceful but also venerating, for the 
ancestors are in charge of watching over the lives of the living, and the living owe 
them obedience and respect.

2  President of the Association of Traditional Healers of Mozambique (AMETRAMO) 
- Mambone village, Govuro district.
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Despite the actuality of our research object, it is not yet anchored 
in empirical studies. From the outset, the epistemological stance is 
based on a literature review that allows for an approximation and fam-
iliarization with the object of study.  

This research is based on the need to build an analytical model that 
helps to understand the various forms of socio-anthropological mani-
festations anchored in totems, shamanisms, taboos, exorcism, shamans’ 
working instruments, and routine practices proper to shamans and the 
agents who seek their services, among other collateral issues. In this, 
the preliminary analyses allowed us to understand and demystify some 
previous diabolisms based on prejudiced understandings of traditional 
African cultures. These preliminary results were conducted with the 
direct reports of the president of the Mozambican Association of  Tra-
ditional Healers of Mambone, based in the district of Govuro, which 
we will now describe:  

 
 

Figure 1. Illustration of Mambone village from Govuro district  
Source: The authors  

 
As this map shows, Nova Mambone is the seat town of the Govuro 

district. This district borders the province of Sofala to the North and 



THE MOZAMBICAN MAN AND HIS CULTURE: WHAT SPIRITUALITY?  
A CASE STUDY IN THE DISTRICTS OF GOVURO, HOMOINE AND ZAVALA

is bordered by the Save River, which separates central and southern Mo-
zambique; further South, we have the district of Inhassoro; to the East, 
we have the Indian Ocean; and to the West the district of Mabote.  

Govuro is famous for its seat-town “Nova Mambone”, formerly fa-
mous for its traditionalist actions of witchcraft practicing. These prac-
tices led to the generation of very pejorative prejudices concerning 
Nova Mambone and the whole province of Inhambane. These practices 
and places were associated with witchcraft, which somehow conformed 
to Western diabolisms about the religiosities, practices, and beliefs of 
Africans in general and Mozambicans in particular. We only need to 
remember the statements of Kant and Hegel, mentioned in previous 
topics of this work.  

With this preliminary approach, we intend to substantiate our 
understanding of the good and wise side of these practices, based by 
the spiritualism practitioners themselves, who reveal to be interceptors 
of dead souls, often reincarnated in family members, heirs, and/or lega-
tees of traditional life, culture, and ancestral knowledge, to provide con-
tinuity and ensure their preservation.  

 
 

5.1 Cultural recovery  
According to statements by the president of the Association of Tra-

ditional Healers of Mozambique, in an interview in the village of Mam-
bone, Mussabualabua, there is always the need to preserve everything 
that is part of African culture, starting with the mother tongues of 
Bantu origin. In this aspect, Mozambique has not been a positive 
example, if compared to Zimbabwe and South Africa. Another issue 
pointed out by Mussabualabua refers to domestic violence and com-
munity courts, when he states that domestic violence should not be judged 
judicially, when it arises from conjugal conflicts. In our understanding, 
this is a repulse for the revitalization of legal pluralism in conflict res-
olution that has always been in force in Mozambique and has allowed 
the revaluation and/or valorization of traditional and local community 
practices and actions3.  

3  Constitution of the Republic of Mozambique (2004), published in Boletim da 
República, 1st Series - nº 51, December 22, 2004. 
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Mussabualabua, therefore, mentions two situations. The first refers 
to the use of local languages. This claim falls within the scope of the 
identity charge that languages have. For example: the Portuguese lan-
guage does not represent, in percentage terms, Mozambicans, compared 
to the local languages, so much so that when we talk about spiritualities, 
it is local languages that manage or make it possible to communicate 
with the ancestors. These are codes that are easily recognized by the de-
ceased.  

Mozambique is still in the incipient recovery of this concept of 
local languages in schools and or teaching, an example being the adop-
tion of the language Xitshwa in this province, currently taught at the 
Save - Maixe University. It is indeed an example of recovery and val-
orization that needs to be transposed to local practices and knowledge 
through reflections among intellectuals and exchange with others in-
terested in the traditionalist cause. 

Concerning the second issue pointed out by President Mussabua-
labua, this refers to community courts in cases of marital or family 
problems or disagreements that culminate in violence, without mean-
ing that it is based on violence. We must understand the traditional and 
various forms of punishment for offenders. Punishment is effective 
when it is accompanied by cultural understandings. For example: sons 
are traditionally punished with beatings; but now they would end up 
in court and with the conviction of their ancestor. This is against tra-
ditional forms of upbringing, as it leads young people to lose values, 
such as respect and obedience. And this is true of the whole family unit.  

In general, we can say that traditions specify societies; practices 
typify cultures and differentiate them from each other. And their dis-
respect is increased more and more with the introduction of external 
cultures to the modus vivendi of the populations of local and traditional 
communities that are not exempt from these mixtures.  

 
 

5.2 On Healers  
According to Mr. Mussabualabua, to be a healer, there are three 

modalities. These modalities will be treated from now on to clarify what 
can be harmful or appropriate/adequate to the African/Mozambican 
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experiences and worthy of transposition to scientific levels as the knowl-
edge that can be appropriated by anyone interested.  

The act of healing, therefore, stems from the following modalities:  
 
(i) Piso - gift - this modality has its origins in water, in which a Mer-

maid makes the transmission. These are quite rare cases of 
aquatic spirituality.  

 
The spiritualists of this time were/are not exorcists, the spirit being 

invoked and appearing to present the problem and the solution. These 
are the true water spirit healers. And the water goddess is the one who 
chooses the person who should embody her healing spirit, which was 
valid for many years. This anteriority refers to the past, when there were 
no conventional hospitals. In a home interview, the president of the As-
sociation and Traditional Healers of Mozambique in Mambone stated 
that in order to become a healer, the chosen person starts by suffering a 
lot, and with their healing they become a healer; they go through a spiritual 
house of training and endowment of skills both of interpretation, connection 
with the spirits, and the search for healing (Mussabualabua, 2021).  

It must be emphasized that such a choice is random. And the per-
son chosen by the water goddess – Mermaid is taken by her to disappear 
into the waters for a reasonably long time. Their reappearance is called 
by means of rites performed by the other healers on land. And only 
then does the person reappear all scaled up. The end or abandonment 
of this modality is and has been fatal for healers. However, it is still 
possible to avoid such fatality through rituals. It is fatal because the cal-
ling was originally for healing. And this can be compared to aspects of 
Jesus Christ’s mission. Moreover, the healer does not kill.  

Therefore, looking at the statements made by Mussabualabua, we 
can understand that there are several aspects to look at, such as the fact 
that problems are the starting point; and the solution is the ending 
point. And it is this last aspect that interests the healer - the search for 
solutions to emerging and everyday problems, thus moving away from 
the MYTH of great witchcraft associated/connoted to the healer. In 
Mambone, spiritual problems find solutions in traditional practices of 
communication with spirits. They have supernatural power, associating 
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their ancestors with God, from whom comes the inspiration for their 
actions and wisdom or healing power/search for solutions.  

By breaking this, we also break the taboo that a healer is an Anti-
christ, a healer is a carrier of evil spirits and, therefore, a sorcerer. Healers 
acknowledge the Lord and His strengths to help deal with their limi-
tations. This is also true of Western and academic approaches to their 
limitations, leaving everything in God’s hands.  

Another no less important element to highlight relates to the exist-
ence of a healing spirit in the person and the suffering of others. And 
this is again in line with what we have just mentioned: the healer exists 
to solve problems that ail societies, which are intimately traditional, 
little changed by globalization, and or that still hold beliefs of a pro-
bable cure through the healer. It is also important to emphasize that 
conventional medicine comes in second place for Africans, both for the 
reasons mentioned above and because beliefs are placed above any ways 
of life in these societies.  

 
(ii) Inheritance - the spirit is pleased by one of the heirs or, by divi-

nation, by another healer, at the time he seeks healing for the 
dying son, taken over by the spirits.  

 
The heir is prepared for this, resides in the healer’s house, and is 

formed, incubating the spirit. During the training process, the presence 
of the heir's family members is required to cover the costs of the train-
ing. So much so that the formation of this new healer occurs by con-
sensus of both living and dead family members. The presence of family 
members is required in order to exorcise and remove all evil spirits. And 
only in this way does this training proceed. A healer must have no evil 
spirits (Mussabualabua, 2021) - he must be a clean and peaceful person.  

In this second modality, that of the transfiguration of the normal 
person into a healer, some aspects must also be retained. The person is 
born and grows up not knowing they can be a legatee of their ascendant 
healer. And at a certain age, when it is noticed that this individual has 
reached maturity, they are called - because they are a carefully selected 
legatee. This call can take on various forms: through an illness that can-
not be detected by modern/conventional medicine, and fearing their 
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suffering, relatives take the subject to the house of a true healer chosen 
by their dead.  

The choice, therefore, is not random. So much so that there are 
times when the unknowing legatee leaves the house and settles in the 
house of a given healer, who receives and trains them. This procedure 
makes us realize that the act of healing is a skill transmitted in a non-
formal way, but that transcends the idea of acquisition.  

Another route, different from the legatee’s illness, can be the fading 
of their life, much bad luck, but preserving life, for they must be alive 
to perform their healing mission. This time, it may be through family 
members taking them to a healer’s house for verification, through con-
sultations, of their state of life. And once the mission has been dis-
covered, the legatee is offered training by their relatives for a certain 
amount of time until the legatee: knows how to communicate with the 
dead through spirits; learns the language of the dead; knows how to 
recognize the dead of any patients, and knows the cure for certain ill-
nesses. It is important to stress the term “cure for certain illnesses” here, 
so that they do not become overloaded with knowledge during train-
ing. There are times when, not having or being ignorant of a certain dis-
ease and having difficulties providing a cure, the healer must send the 
patient to other entities - other healers, an act that a sorcerer would not 
do. The latter’s task is to annihilate and or do evil to the detriment of 
the good and in favor of the greedy. It should also be noted that actions 
manifest evil spirits and, therefore, the key to their capture and depic-
tion. There are always protective spirits in families. And sorcerers use 
them to turn them into evil. While alive, the healer can designate a suc-
cessive legatee, considered prudent, who can best follow the spiritual 
precepts.  

 
(iii) Adoption (Kukhendla) - this type of healerism is the fatal one. 

It relates to greed.  
 
This is a healerism that kills, punishes, holds grudges, and is ac-

quired at the will of the interested party. From the adoption healer, one 
can get all kinds of evil. Sometimes people long for prosperity. But bad 
healers, out of greed, add evil spirits to them by means of medicines, for 
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monetary payments. In Mambone today, witchcraft is engendered by the 
Maziones4 reigns.  

Out of people’s anxiety comes sorcery. In some situations, in work-
places, people want to lead and not direct. And for this to happen, they 
want everyone to submit to them by fear and not by competence. This 
causes such people to sign pacts with this type of healer, by adoption, 
to incorporate certain animals, such as lions, hyenas, snakes, chimpan-
zees5, etc.  

Sorcery is not easily defined, since everyone has their own spirits. 
These spirits can incorporate themselves into many different animals. 
Sorcery is like whoredom. Nobody knows how it came to be, says Mussa-
bualabua (2021). Sorcery is relative; it is every evil act that can be in-
herited or learned. Sorcery by its force is not explainable, and healers 
are limited to seeking solutions when it is done to someone. For his evil 
use, the sorcerer tames animals. If birds are adopted, they use them to 
fly, owls being quite crowded for the purpose, and monstrous animals 
used for incorporation. The only punishment for sorcerers is expulsion 
from the community and isolation. However, there are times when they 
deny all accusations. And to find a solution, AMETRAMO needs to 
bring together  healers, 1 régulo [chief ], and 1 Government Secretary.  

The important thing at this stage is to demonstrate or bring out this 
information concerning the different types of healers, as well as the mean-
ing and sense that they themselves give to their actions and activities.  

Still, concerning the healer, one can also say that he is like a woman 
in the home, if we adopt this epigraph in the traditionalist African/Mo-
zambican fashion. The woman does not blindly obey but loves her 
choices, if any, as we can also say that the woman loves her home. The 
woman does everything to please her man and spares no effort in what 
she does. This analogy assures the idea that a healer is not a sorcerer, 
for the healer does everything to please his patients and is concerned 
for their well-being and peace in their souls. He does not care about 
the amount of money (or we can say he does not work for money); but 

4  Protestant religion in Mozambique.
5  On the subject of incorporation and the procedures of exorcism and 

communication with the spirits of the departed, the second phase of this project is 
pending.
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he does care about healing. Spiritual works beyond his abilities, he 
sends to others who can handle them better. He is no gifted and know-
it-all. And, in extreme cases, he refers patients to the conventional hos-
pital. Put another way: the healer treats the spiritual problems and 
leaves the problems of the flesh to the hospitals. Healing is based on 
knowledge. The search for medicines is based on rituals. For example: 
one must inform and ask the ancestors to explore the roots. But not 
only to them but also to God, with the use of snuff, everything remain-
ing in God’s hands.  

 
 

6. Conclusion  

Human and scientific development cannot be based on an exclus-
ive and narrowly economic point of view, as neoliberalism would have 
us understand. Thus, we discuss in this chapter about the Mozambican 
man, his culture, and his spirituality from his own point of view, that 
is, the research intends to make the African-Mozambican himself re-
sponsible for being the signifier and the signified of his narrative, of his 
world-being as the builder of his history, society, and culture. After all, 
the imperative for dialogue between diverse epistemic realities, includ-
ing the autochthonous knowledge of Africans, is necessary in current 
times to seek to value the different knowledge systems in the world. 
This perspective has brought significant changes in Mozambique’s an-
thropological, socio-cultural, and religious conception.  

Given what has been mentioned in this text, we propose as a strat-
egy more active and open approaches in contexts where different ideas, 
diverse and different cultures cohabit and converge, with the best out-
come. Academia and the university are the place for scientific-critical 
research and production and for preserving cultures, which will lead 
our African object to a global and local approach to knowledge.  
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PORTUGUESE CULTURAL STUDIES:  
THE LEGACY OF STUART HALL1 

 
Maria Manuel Baptista 

 
 
 

Introduction  

Cultural Studies in Portugal have a short history and are of very 
recent academic implementation.  

This situation is not actually unusual since, as Hall (2016) points 
out, the conditions for this disciplinary area’s academic and institutional 
implementation greatly depend on the historical and social conditions 
that surround it (p. 4).  

The fact is that the Portuguese 20th century experienced the lon-
gest European dictatorship of modern times: for almost five decades, 
more specifically the 48 years between 1928 and 1974, the political re-
gime that prevailed in Portugal was a certain type of paternalistic fas-
cism, very much supported by the Catholic Church and deeply 
colonialist. António de Oliveira Salazar was the leading figure of the 
regime, beginning as Finance Minister in 1928, in the context of a mili-
tary dictatorship (1926-33) and later as President of the Council (in 
practice, a dictator with full powers), a position he held during Estado 
Novo, which he founded and led until 1968. He was succeeded by Mar-
cello Caetano, who ensured the maintenance of the regime (and es-
pecially the Portuguese colonies) until the 1974 revolution.  

Besides concentrating all powers in Salazar’s hands, fostering auth-
oritarianism and the cult of the dictator’s personality, the regime was 
also characterized by the defense and promotion of corporatism, anti-
parliamentarianism, and anti-partisanship. Strongly nationalistic, the 
regime gradually became closed and isolated at the international level, 

1  Text presented at the International Conference on Stuart Hall “Whither the 
Caribbean?: Stuart Hall’s Intellectual Legacy”, Mona, Jamaica, June 1-3, 2017, 
entitled “Notes on Portuguese Cultural Studies: Using Hall’s Legacy”.
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more intensely since the 1960s, as it came under pressure to decolonize 
its possessions in Africa.  

From an ideological point of view, the regime was always conser-
vative and viscerally anti-communist, developing a system to surveil 
and control cultural and political production through a state political 
police (PIDE), which exercised censorship functions, imprisoned, tor-
tured, and killed opponents of the regime.  

 
 

1. Sociology and Cultural Studies  

In this context, it is easy to understand that Sociology itself was 
distant from the scientific and academic practices of the Salazarist Por-
tuguese university, even though the first degree in Sociology was cre-
ated in Évora in 1964, with little results. During this long period in the 
20th century, sociology courses were also created in social work and 
nursing degrees. However, from the point of view of the area’s concrete 
institutionalization in Portugal, with research centers, researchers, grad-
uate sociology teaching, production of books and scientific journals, 
the panorama is very poor compared to what was happening in this 
area simultaneously throughout Europe and the United States.  

In fact, and according to Veloso Neto (2013), “the approximation 
of the concepts of sociology and socialism created a widespread suspi-
cion in the old regime (Cruz, 1982; Fernandes, 1996), which is why 
they tried to banish it” (p. 46).  

Thus, only after the 1974 Revolution was it possible to witness the 
Sociology’s emergence as an autonomous field of university research:  

 
In about 15 years, seven degrees in sociology were created and three 
organizations representing professionals in the field emerged, which 
is why the period is considered the phase of institutionalization of 
basic education in sociology in Portugal and the launch of a new 
professional class, that of sociologists (Veloso Neto, 2013, p. 49). 

 
The peak of sociology’s development in Portugal took place be-

tween 1990 and 2000, a decade in which there were already 18 under-
graduate degrees, distributed between public and private education.  
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In the context of this exponential development of the area of Soci-
ology, and disciplines that become autonomous from it, as is the case 
of Communication Sciences, a movement that stabilizes during the 
2000s, there are many projects, studies, publications, conferences, and 
degrees that intersect with the area of Cultural Studies, whether in their 
thematic objects or their critical and political formulation. The Centre 
for Social Studies at the University of Coimbra, directed by Professor 
Boaventura de Sousa Santos since 1978, stands out from this group. 
Despite not adopting the designation of Cultural Studies, the center is 
very close to this area of study, both for its profoundly interdisciplinary 
character (among its researchers there are sociologists, economists, jur-
ists, anthropologists, historians, psychologists, specialists in education, 
literature, culture, and international relations, geologists, architects, en-
gineers, or biologists), and for the themes, methodologies, and critical 
reflection it produces. Not directly dependent on a School (but in ar-
ticulation with several) within the University of Coimbra, it has pro-
duced research of excellence, namely in post-colonialism, gender 
studies, the epistemology of scientific knowledge in humanities, social 
sciences, and arts, among others. No wonder, therefore, that it became 
a large Associate Laboratory (currently with about 500 doctoral stu-
dents) in 2002 and one of clear national and international projection.  

 
 

2. Anthropology and Cultural Studies  

Another research center that, in part, also intersects with Cultural 
Studies research in Portugal, although with less relevance, is CRIA. 
Placed in the field of Anthropology, it seeks a more intense (but not 
exclusive) articulation with disciplines such as Ethnography and His-
tory and has a research group on “cultural practices and policies”. This 
group is linked to a Doctoral Program in Anthropology: Politics and 
Images of Culture and Museology. In any case, the designation “cultural 
studies” as such is absent from the documentation made available by 
the Center to present and characterize its scientific, academic, and 
training activity.  
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In the same way as Sociology, Anthropology underwent its own 
evolution in Portugal during the 20th century, equally permeable from 
its inception to the political, social, economic, and historical context 
in which it emerged and sought to establish and institutionalize itself.  

In fact, despite following the movement of European anthropol-
ogy, living in a constant tension between the themes of nation and em-
pire (Viegas & Pina-Cabral, 2014), in the case of Portuguese 
Anthropology  

 
(...) “nation-building” and “empire-building” have never been very 
distant from each other and have always tended to blend into each 
other - at certain moments in a very evident way, at others in a more 
mediated way. In fact, in the Portuguese case, from the second half 
of the 19th century until the 1970s, having an empire was a decisive 
condition for the survival of a Portuguese nation project (cf. Pina-
Cabral and Feijó, 2002) (Viegas & Pina-Cabral, 2014, p. 314).  

 
Deeply committed to the Estado Novo nationalist project, and 

later to the Imperial and Colonial project, Anthropology in Portugal 
was far from being able to constitute, even after the 1974 Revolution, 
a critical and political intellectual stronghold that would favor the con-
stitution of a research field or academic project close to, or even inspired 
by, Cultural Studies.  

In fact,  
 

at that time, anthropologists were faced with two apparent contra-
dictions: (a) a received conception of Portugueseness that was es-
sentially ruralist, in a country that aspired to be modern, industrial, 
and democratic, and (b) being Portuguese was deeply associated 
with a Catholic and imperialist lusotropicalist ideology that was 
perceived by the new generations as a dead-end and presented as 
antagonistic to Portugal’s desired future of being part of a European 
Union (Viegas & Pina-Cabral, 2014, p. 320).  

 
In the face of these concerns, Anthropology in Portugal, which ex-

perienced a moment of strong development in the 1990s, was far from 
able to build bridges with Cultural Studies. In any case, and despite sev-
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eral thematic approximations, we cannot presently find, within the 
scope of Anthropology in Portugal, an institution, a degree, a research 
group that clearly seeks an interdisciplinary dialogue with the field of 
Cultural Studies, seeking instead to reinforce its own singularity vis-à-
vis Sociology (primarily quantitative), Anthropology of a biological 
nature, and Social Psychology.  

 
 

3. Psychology, Educational Sciences, and Cultural 
Studies  

Another case is that of Psychology, still a young science in our 
midst in the 20th century, which struggled for several decades to legit-
imize its own minimally unified epistemological field. The truth is that  

 
in Portugal, only after the 70s and more specifically after the April 
1974 revolution, (...) did the political will, the development of uni-
versities, and a new sensitivity to social problems facilitate the es-
tablishment of initiatives leading to the creation of official higher 
education degrees in Psychology (Borges & Pinto, 1986, p. 1).  

 
In fact, it was a long way until Psychology teaching and research 

became an autonomous field. Connected to the Philosophy program 
since the early 20th century (both in the 1911 Reform and the sub-
sequent 1930s and 1950s Reforms), it only appeared in courses by the 
Schools of Letters and Medicine, and occasionally, until the late 1960s, 
in other non-university courses.  

After the 1968 reform, however, Psychology courses could be 
found in various programs at public universities in addition to Philos-
ophy: Romance Philology, Germanic Philology, History, and Geog-
raphy.  

Meanwhile, Joaquim Bairrão advocates a multidisciplinary ap-
proach to Psychology that could integrate the diversity of disciplines 
that constitute the “psychological knowledge”, “(...) teaching the future 
psychologist, besides Mathematics, Biology, Philosophy, Logic, Soci-
ology, Computer Science, Linguistics, Zoopsychology, etc.” (1968, p. 
734). It should be stressed, however, in line with the French practice in 
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this area, that the author will advocate a teaching of psychology necess-
arily supported by mathematics, statistics, biology, and chemistry, in 
addition, of course, to philosophy, seeming reluctant to address the 
proper object of psychology.  

Thus, it is the very process of establishing this science, still young 
in Portugal by the end of the 1960s, that seeks to move away from its 
broader insertion in the human and social sciences, seeking to rely in 
this initial phase on sciences whose epistemological status seems to be 
less fragile and problematic, both inside and outside the academy. And, 
despite partially acknowledging the importance of the cultural dimen-
sion of the subject, it will approach it solely through the “social” in an 
area solidly established around the specialization in Social Psychology 
(cf. I.S.P.A.’s 1967-1968 course plan) which, at this time, is deeply 
marked by Sociology. However, it should be noted that even though it 
did not allow the creation of any Psychology degree in public univer-
sities, Estado Novo delegated the development of this scientific area to 
the Congregation of Catholic Religious Orders of Portugal. This or-
ganization created the Higher Institute of Applied Psychology 
(I.S.P.A.) in 1962, seeking, according to its statutes, to follow the prin-
ciples of “anthropology and Christian worldview” (cited by Bairrão, 
1968, p. 747).  

In all other cases, Psychology, and particularly Social Psychology, 
will only appear with a technical and practical dimension, one of con-
crete and immediate application, in particular to the world of corporate 
and industrial work (going as far as to include the expression “Industrial 
Psychology”), which prevents it from establishing itself as a critical, 
politically independent and epistemologically autonomous scientific 
area, capable of producing both fundamental and applied research.  

This is precisely where we could find some connection with the 
areas of culture, in an interdisciplinary perspective, that would consider 
the cultural as an autonomous object capable of dialoguing with the 
social, as one of the research and teaching dimensions in Psychology - 
which, in the words of Sílvio Lima (1949) was intended, in the context 
of Philosophy teaching, to train pedagogues, not psychologists. How-
ever, either because the perspective remained pluridisciplinary for a 
long time, i.e., preventing the diverse knowledge areas that constitute 
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this area to interpenetrate in order to find a singularity for Psychology, 
or because Psychology globally intended to legitimize itself by relying 
mainly on “exact sciences” and on a quantitative, practical and technical 
dimension of Psychology, the truth is that the connection of Psychol-
ogy to culture or Cultural Studies is a late one in Portugal and will have 
to wait for the XXI century.  

On the other hand, Psychoanalysis only emerged in Portugal 
within scientific societies that, since 1957, had been providing internal 
training to their associates. In turn, the Center for the Study of Psy-
chology and History of Philosophy at the School of Arts of the Uni-
versity of Lisbon, in the 1960s, assessed some of the main Intelligence 
Scales.  

It was only in 1977, after the Revolution of April 25, 1974, that 
Psychology established itself, along with educational sciences, as an au-
tonomous teaching and research area in Portugal (Magalhães, 2013).  

Another scientific area that emerged with Psychology in post-April 
25 Portugal was that of Educational Sciences, a field that has been in a 
deep, systematic, and fruitful dialogue with Cultural Studies inter-
nationally. Now, if at an early stage this area faced numerous difficulties 
in establishing itself as an autonomous scientific object, its development 
over the last four decades has revealed an increase in teaching and re-
search in more technical (and even specifically technological) dimen-
sions, along with a decrease in the domain of Philosophy of Education 
and Curriculum Studies, areas that, in other international contexts (cf., 
among many others, the Brazilian context) have dialogued more deeply 
with Cultural Studies (cf, among others, Paraskeva, 2011).  

 
 

4. History and Cultural Studies  

Similarly, History, particularly what has been called “Cultural and 
Mental History”, “Cultural and Artistic History”, or several variants of 
“History of Ideas”, has made little or no connection with the theoretical 
and research field of Cultural Studies. Although we cannot fail to point 
out a kind of “cultural turn” in the scientific field of 20th-century His-
tory in Portugal (Mendes, 2011), it either ignores the existence of this 
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area or simply silences it, seeking to dialogue with other classically con-
stituted disciplines.  

Like Sociology and Anthropology, History did not escape the 
ideological and political conditions of the Portuguese 20th century, es-
pecially until the Carnation Revolution in 1974. Having remained on 
the sidelines of the important developments of the École des Annales 
and of a whole set of History theories and epistemologies that were de-
veloping inside and outside that important theoretical and method-
ological movement, History in Portugal celebrated the Empire in the 
first place:  

 
In addition to the more methodological disciplines – in which a 
considerable degree of improvement had been obtained – in other 
cases, an essentially factual and chronological perspective was fol-
lowed, highlighting the achievements of men considered excep-
tional. It was, to a certain extent, about helping to create “a colonial 
mentality” – or one of the overseas empire, from 1953 onwards –, 
as expressly stated in the proposal for the creation of an Institute 
of Colonial Studies, presented at a Senate meeting (26-7-1945) 
(Mendes, 2011, p. 93),  

 
at the University of Coimbra. And what was happening in the School 
of Arts of the University of Coimbra was not very different from the 
panorama of History teaching and research in the rest of the country.  

Still acording to José Amado Mendes,  
 

the legal directives for the teaching of history, established as early as 
1932, although aimed at secondary and technical professional edu-
cation, did not fail to be reflected in University itself. In effect, ac-
cording to Decree no.21104, of April 7, 1932: “Everything that has 
been done, throughout Portugal’s eight centuries, to strengthen the 
following fundamental factors of social life should be the object of 
justification and glorification: Family, as the social cell; Faith, as the 
stimulus of the Portuguese expansion over seas and continents and 
an element of unity and national solidarity; the Principle of auth-
ority, as an indispensable element of general progress; the Firmness 
of Government, the backbone of the Country’s political life; Re-
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spect for hierarchy, a basic condition for the cooperation of values; 
and Literary and Scientific Culture.” Instead, “everything that [...] 
has been an element of national dissolution, weakening of con-
fidence in the future, lack of gratitude towards the efforts of the fore-
fathers, should be the object of censure” (Mendes, 2011, pp. 94-95).  

 
The post-revolutionary period will completely reverse this picture, 

firstly by making the History of Portugal secondary and replacing it with 
universal history, and secondly by the inspiration of another History, 
now Marxist in inspiration, rooted in historical materialism. And if one 
might think that some connection might exist with Cultural Studies, 
the truth is that in line with Marxist reading tradition, within the “in-
frastructure/superstructure” model, culture is seen as a product deter-
mined by the economic sphere and the fruit of social relations imposed 
by productive dynamics. Thus, without a profound critique of Marxism 
(which was in motion in Europe with Althusser and Gramsci, among 
others), Culture could not be understood as an autonomous object of 
study, as advocated by Cultural Studies theorists from its inception.  

After the 1978 reform, the Marxist ideological load of the pro-
grams was reduced. And once more, culture appears alongside history, 
whether that of “ideas”, “mentalities”, or the “arts”... In general, the His-
tory of Culture is, as it had already been in Salazar times, considered as 
an “auxiliary science” to History (Falcon, 1988, p. 92). Thus, the mo-
dalities of culture’s reintroduction, in order to balance the excessive 
weight of economics and politics in History programs, is done without 
any consequences for the autonomization of culture as a scientific ob-
ject, epistemologically problematized and researched. And, although 
the French history paradigm is no longer exclusive in Portugal, the 
truth is that in the context of the new connections to the Anglophone 
university and academic milieu, Cultural Studies is ignored by Por-
tuguese historians.  

 
 

5. Philosophy and Cultural Studies  

In fact, we can also see Estado Novo’s “aversion” to what it called 
“scientific humanities” in the area of Philosophy. After a first moment 
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in the 20th century in which Philosophy emerged with a positivist spirit 
(and its teaching was even questioned), an official report made in 1930 
about the teaching of Philosophy in High Schools considered there was  

 
(...) in scientifically oriented teaching the danger of egoism, utili-
tarianism, and materialism, whereas, on the contrary, philosophical 
doctrine should properly stimulate the spirit of disinterested in-
quiry and with it “pure” science – which means that an opposition 
to the spirit of the so-called “scientific humanities” arises (Fey, 
1978a, p. 293).  

 
On the other hand, while Psychology complained of being sub-

mitted to Philosophy as but one of its parts, the truth is that  
 

“observations” on the 1948 and 1954 programs (...) note that too 
much emphasis had been placed on Psychology in recent years 
(starting in 1934) and that, as a result, the other philosophical dis-
ciplines were treated only from a one-sided perspective, that is, 
from the psychological point of view (Fey, 1978b, p. 419).  

 
Of course, the Psychology studied by Philosophy consisted of the 

following: “Rational Psychology: its object. The principle of life. Na-
ture and attributes of the soul; unity, simplicity, spirituality and im-
mortality” (Fey, 1978b, p. 421).  

After the 1940s (1948), the Philosophy curriculum taught in High 
Schools became essentially historical: “there were, among others, the 
following topics: experience and the a priori forms according to Kant; 
the law of the three stages of development according to Auguste 
Comte; Bergson’s intuitionism; Neo-Thomism” (Fey, 1978b, p. 420).  

Completely untouched by the European philosophical devel-
opment of the 20th century, philosophy teaching was excessively occu-
pied with the “arid questions of Formal Logic” or Experimental 
Psychology in a Neo-Thomism context. In fact, Neo-Thomism had 
been appointed by the Church as the adequate one since 1879, when 
“the Encyclical of Leo XIII ‘Aeterni Patris’ appeared, once again inten-
sifying Thomistic studies in the teaching of the Church” (Fey, 1978b, 
p. 436). This opinion is shared by Álvaro Ribeiro, who considers this 
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philosophy to be the most adequate to the character and History of the 
Portuguese, and will hence defend it as the legitimate “Portuguese Phil-
osophy” (Ribeiro, 1943) that should be more systematically (if not ex-
clusively) taught in Portugal.  

On the other hand, we must bear in mind that Estado Novo estab-
lished an important Concordat with the Holy See in 1940, which, con-
cerning teaching, considers that  

 
(...) it is the inalienable right of the Church and, at the same time, 
her indispensable duty to watch over the entire education of her 
children, the faithful, in any institution, whether public or private, 
not only with regard to the teaching therein, but in any other dis-
cipline or provision, as long as they are related to religion and mo-
rals (Carvalho, 2009, p. 406).  

 
Therefore, it is not surprising that, until the 1974 Revolution, Phil-

osophy in Portugal, both teaching and research, had practically passed 
by the great philosophical currents and works of the 20th century. In 
fact, in the last quarter of the 20th century, after a moment of expan-
sion, and particularly since the 1990s, this area has hesitated between 
an analytical philosophy of language of Anglo-Saxon origin and a his-
tory of philosophy and hermeneutics more in line with the continental 
European tradition. Experiencing, in the 21st century, a process of re-
traction in universities (both in the number of students and teachers 
and in research funding) and the constant need for legitimization in-
side and outside the academy, it is not surprising that it has also not 
been available to look at the issue of culture as a critical and analytically 
autonomous research object, not even to dialogue with the part of Cul-
tural Studies that draws the primary epistemological impulse in Phil-
osophy: Critical Theory.  

 
 

6. Literature and Cultural Studies  

As for Literature, it remained, since the early 20th century and until 
the 1974 Revolution, essentially linked to the Schools of Letters of the 
Universities of Lisbon, Coimbra, and Porto (the latter, however, sus-
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pended between 1928 and 1961). Besides Philosophy and History, the 
programs these Schools traditionally taught were Classical Philology 
and Romance and Germanic Philology, transformed after the Revol-
ution into Classical Languages and Literatures and Modern Languages 
and Literatures, respectively. Meanwhile, other new Universities were 
created in the 1970s and following decades, which also embraced this 
area of knowledge (Nova University and the Universities of Aveiro, 
Minho, Beira Interior, Trás-os-Montes, Évora, and Algarve, among sev-
eral others of private and cooperative education). In the first stage, they 
sought to respond to the severe teacher shortage problem at the various 
levels of the Portuguese education system, dedicating themselves to it 
intensively and almost exclusively until the 1990s.  

As far as the theme of culture is concerned, the first novelty is that 
it is now explicitly taught in a more or less generalized way within Lit-
erature programs and aggregated to their courses, but devoid of auton-
omy in relation to the well delimited literary object. Especially in 
programs related to English teaching (but not only) and in the scope 
of the respective Literature courses, there were many connections es-
tablished with the area of Cultural Studies, particularly by approaching 
themes that were very present in its inception: issues related to mass 
media, youth cultures, gender and, to a lesser extent, colonialism and 
post-colonialism.  

Regardless, except for the University of Aveiro, which has always 
had an autonomous scientific area of Culture in its Department of Lan-
guages and Cultures, taught by Philosophy and History professors in 
the Portuguese Language and Literature programs, as well as in several 
other areas (Tourism, New Information Technologies, Teacher Train-
ing, etc.), the area of culture is in most cases a mere appendix of Litera-
ture, easily covered, for example, by the area of Comparative Literature 
or Sociology/History of Literature.  

At the turn of the millennium, with the worsening crisis in the hu-
manities and social sciences, the progressive shortage of students, and 
the implementation of the Bologna process, we witnessed a sort of “cul-
tural and artistic turn” in this area.  

However, we had to wait for the year 2008 for a first impulse to-
wards creating a Doctoral Program explicitly in Cultural Studies to 
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emerge. Hosted by the Universities of Aveiro (Department of Lan-
guages and Cultures) and Minho (Institute of Social Sciences, more 
specifically its Department of Communication Sciences), the program 
started its effective operation in the academic year 2010/11 and clearly, 
directly, and unequivocally assumed its inspiration and connection with 
the production of Cultural Studies, which spread uninterruptedly dur-
ing the second half of the 20th century in all continents. And if, in the 
meantime, there were already a few undergraduate and master’s degrees 
in Cultural Studies registered in Portugal (operating intermittently or 
simply closed), the truth is that, with the Bologna process, it is only at 
the doctoral level that Portuguese universities can currently assure the 
necessary conditions for producing new and scientifically relevant 
knowledge. Later, in 2011, another Doctoral program in “Culture 
Studies” was created: at the Catholic University of Portugal, in the 
scientific area of Philosophy, whose relationship with “Cultural Studies” 
remains ambiguous, as Sofia Sampaio pointed out in a recent study 
published in Culture Unbound: Journal of Current Cultural Research, 
titled “Portuguese Cultural Studies / Cultural Studies in Portugal: 
Some thoughts on the making and remaking of a field” (Sampaio, 2013, 
p. 80). In fact, while it is called Cultural Studies in English, this doc-
torate avoids the literal translation in Portuguese and uses the designa-
tion “Estudos de Cultura” [Culture Studies], denoting the persistence 
of old tensions towards Cultural Studies in Portugal (Sampaio, 2013).  

However, more recently, the School of Letters of the University of 
Lisbon has also created a Ph.D. in Culture Studies as part of a broader 
Program in Culture and Communication. Despite presenting itself as 
a program that seeks to blend social sciences and humanities in the 
study of culture, the truth is that this Ph.D. is framed in the area of 
English and American Studies and the Degree in Culture Studies, per-
tains to the scientific area of Human Sciences, and names both Cultural 
Studies and Cultural Sciences as its international affiliation – which, 
in our view, contributes to a greater ambiguity, and even confusion, in 
the understanding of the epistemological foundation of this area.  

In any case, there are still traditional doctorates in Culture in several 
universities throughout the country that are closely linked to Literature 
and, sometimes, the Arts, specifically Theatre Studies, traditionally more 
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articulated with Literature and with such diverse designations as “Doc-
torate in Cultural Sciences”, but without any reference to Cultural 
Studies, or a Doctorate in “Communication Studies: Technology, Cul-
ture and Society”, or even a doctorate in “Communication, Culture and 
Arts”, by the University of Algarve.  

 
 

7. The Doctoral. Program in Cultural Studies at the 
Universities of Aveiro and Minho (PDEC UA/UM)  

The Doctoral Program in Cultural Studies at the University of 
Aveiro and the University of Minho resulted from a cooperation pro-
tocol established between these two institutions through their Organic 
Units, the Department of Languages and Cultures and the Institute of 
Social Sciences. The initiative filled the gap caused by the inexistence 
of a Program devoted to this area of knowledge in Portugal, thus cre-
ating the first Doctoral Program in Cultural Studies in the country.  

The main goal of this Program was to train highly qualified staff 
and produce research of excellence in the area of Cultural Studies (in 
the international Cultural Studies tradition) in an environment of solid 
national and international inter-institutional collaboration, fostering 
teacher and student mobility, as well as bringing people together 
around a fruitful collaboration between university and society.  

In order to create adequate conditions for research, the Program 
has implemented a policy of fundraising and partnerships inside and 
outside the country, which also makes mobility and internationaliza-
tion possible (cf. Collum Network). The material and human resources 
were raised competitively with national and international entities and, 
as far as research was concerned, were destined to fund projects or pay 
for scholarships for Program students.  

The partnerships were established primarily with cultural and so-
cial foundations of public-private capital and third sector non-profit 
entities (without financial burden for any of the partners) to provide 
Ph.D. students with access to documentary and/or artistic collections 
for research purposes. We highlight the members of the Cultural 
Studies Network, which include the Fundação de Serralves, Culturgest, 
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Museu de Aveiro, Casa da Música, Teatro  Nacional São João, and Movi-
mento Democrático das Mulheres, among others.  

A third type of partnership, which has received particular atten-
tion, has been with national and foreign universities and research 
centers to organize international conferences and other scientific events 
(7 bilingual international conferences and 4 doctoral conferences have 
already been organized).  

The Doctoral. Program in Cultural Studies UA/UM had the ulti-
mate goal of promoting a set of policies and strategies, whose purpose 
is scientific excellence, in a context of internationalization and sustain-
ability.  

The Program has also created a (bilingual) Lusophone Journal of 
Cultural Studies and three permanently operating study groups 
(Gender and Performance Group, Culture and Leisure Studies Group, 
Public Policies Studies Group), as well as a Permanent Seminar in Cul-
tural Studies.  

Since 2010, the program’s directorate has also maintained a bilin-
gual website where all the activities of this Doctoral Program can be 
found (www.estudosculturais.com).  

 
 

8. Around Hall’s legacy – the hesitant construction of 
Cultural Studies in Portugal  

Despite the clear theoretical and methodological grounding we 
have since the beginning sought to confer to the Area of Cultural 
Studies through this first Doctoral Program, in which we ourselves are 
involved, unambiguously inscribing it in the international context of 
“Cultural Studies”, the truth is that in Portugal, as Sampaio (2013) 
states, “despite everything, the ‘cultural studies’ label remains shrouded 
in ambiguity, causing discomfort in some sectors” (p. 80).  

As we have tried to argue, the difficulties originate from a particu-
lar historical and academic-scientific development in Portugal during 
the 20th century (with consequences for the 21st century), which, be-
sides having conditioned (and in some cases paralyzed) the devel-
opment of disciplinary areas that could have contributed to the 
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implementation of Cultural Studies in Portugal, created a culture of 
rejection towards interdisciplinary work – which, in our view, is essen-
tial if one intends to create a transdisciplinary or even post-disciplinary 
area (Baptista, 2009).  

In fact, by analyzing the texts that substantiate and explain the the-
oretical and methodological bases of the Doctoral programs in which 
research in this area is carried out in Portugal, we verified that the over-
whelming majority points towards multidisciplinarity, and even inter-
disciplinarity, to then inscribe them in the traditional areas of either 
“Humanities”, “Philosophy”, “Communication Sciences” or “Letters”. In 
fact, few universities have created specific areas in Cultural Studies in 
which research and Doctoral programs could be inscribed, not as a sub-
area or branch of another human or social science, or even Artistic 
Studies. What we cannot find is an area of Cultural Studies that wel-
comes not the specific work of other sciences but researchers and pro-
jects that, in the Human and Social Sciences, as well as in Artistic 
Studies, are interested in interdisciplinary scientific work in the proper 
field of Cultural Studies and with its intellectual and academic concerns.  

Now, what we often see at the University in Portugal is that re-
search in the Humanities and Social Sciences and Arts Studies, with 
the rare and honorable exceptions we have already mentioned, struggles 
to address in an interdisciplinary way issues that, in Hall’s tradition, are 
fundamental to this area, such as power, biopower, gender, racism and 
xenophobia, and especially colonialism and post-colonialism.  

In our view, there are two deeper reasons, precisely of a historical-
cultural nature, that lie at the root of this situation: the first is related 
to the strong implementation of the Catholic Church (which holds 
one of the Doctoral programs in “culture studies”) in Portugal. Despite 
having, to a large extent, lost the role of moral and ideological privilege 
it enjoyed during Estado Novo, the Catholic Church is still very much 
present inside and outside Portuguese universities, making it hard to 
maintain a deep theoretical discussion, for example, on gender issues 
beyond feminism, almost invariably privileging the literary scope.  

The other reason is related, in our view, to the Portuguese colonial 
issue: as we have argued elsewhere (Baptista, 2013a, 2013b), the issue 
of the Portuguese Empire and colonialism has very deep articulations 
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in Portuguese society and culture, and it is still very difficult to promote 
a reflection on the Community of Lusophone peoples that is crossed 
by the international post-colonial production, coming from Cultural 
Studies (but not only from this area).  

In addition to these two primary reasons that, to some extent, 
make it difficult for Portuguese academia to accept Cultural Studies 
and Hall’s work, another taboo has become established in Portuguese 
society and culture, which refers to the discussion of Marxism within 
universities. While in the years that followed the Revolution of April 
25, 1974, it was “philosophy and politics” that drove the revolution, 
the truth is that joining Europe in the 1980s gradually eliminated from 
the political, cultural, and academic discourse a profound debate that 
was never truly held. This debate could have unfolded in any area 
within Social Sciences and the Humanities. Instead, we witnessed their 
need to legitimize and justify themselves before the market (as indeed, 
do all scientific areas in the neoliberalist context we live in), devising a 
discourse of legitimization and survival that, in the area of culture, has 
essentially consisted of an evocation of the Cultural Industries market, 
as Sampaio (2013, pp. 80) rightly observed: “ One of the effects of the 
market-turn in the academia has been the decline of the literary-studies 
paradigm – or, to put it more accurately, its redefinition to suit new 
market and governance aims”.  

In the same vein, the introductory webpage to the “Doctoral Pro-
gram in Culture Studies” reads:  

 
asserting itself since the 1970s as a distinct area of academic career 
progression, recognized in the Schools of Arts and Humanities, 
culture studies has been establishing itself over the last ten years, 
and particularly in light of the crisis in traditional literary studies, 
as a new paradigm for integrated reflection on the artistic manifes-
tations of individuals and societies, in the visual arts, literature, cin-
ema, and the media (http://www.fch.lisboa.ucp.pt).  

 
In addition to literature, Philosophy is another area practically ab-

sent from Cultural Studies in Portugal, thus making it even more chal-
lenging to discuss the epistemological, methodological, and theoretical 
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issues in greater depth outside a non-existent “critical theory” of Cul-
tural Studies and to proceed to an effective reception of the fundamen-
tal works that have marked this area, from which we highlight Hall’s. 
In fact, more than electing certain research objects associated with Cul-
tural Studies, what we often see is an abandonment of the theoretical 
and methodological requirement to frame them, giving up a critical, 
political and analytical dimension to issues of power, which, in our view, 
and in line with Hall (2016) (following Marx, Althusser, Horkheimer, 
Gramsci, Foucault, Deleuze, Freud, Lacan, among others), are essential 
to the understanding of the Cultural Studies perspective.  

Finally, and signaling the many difficulties in the implementation 
of Cultural Studies in Portugal, it should be mentioned that, following 
the recent autonomization of the two university nuclei that comprised 
the Doctoral Program in Cultural Studies (the University of Aveiro 
and the University of Minho), autonomous doctoral programs in this 
area were created in each University. Both programs have been ac-
credited by the Agency for Assessment and Accreditation of Higher 
Education (A3ES). The report of the new Doctoral Program in Cul-
tural Studies at the University of Aveiro (PDEC-UA), which we were 
able to access, reads, regarding the new program’s designation: “The 
designation is adequate, although the option for the more neutral form 
‘Culture Studies’ could be considered” (cf. NCE/16/00079 A3ES As-
sessment Report).  

It is a fact that Cultural Studies remains a nuisance, not “neutral”. 
But we, too, ended up living the experience Hall reports when he and 
Richard Hoggart set up the Cultural Studies Center in Birmingham:  

 
“Cultural Studies” came about much more naturally. It was as broad 
as we could make it; thus, we ensured that no humanities or social 
science department that thought it had already taken care of culture 
would fail to be affronted by our presence. In this latter endeavor, 
at least, we succeeded (Stuart Hall, 1998, pp. 336-337).  

 
It should also be noted that, although the approach to culture is 

dispersed among several scientific areas in Portuguese universities, there 
is no specific area of Cultural Studies or even interdisciplinary studies 
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(unlike what happens in other contexts, such as, for example, Brazil) 
in either the A3ES or in the Portuguese research funding agency (Foun-
dation for Science and Technology - FCT).  

And contrary to the very spirit of the Program, which counts on 
the collaboration between faculty members from the Department of 
Languages and Cultures as well as from the Departments of Legal and 
Political Sciences and Communication and Arts, all from the Univer-
sity of Aveiro (thus making it truly interdisciplinary, not only because 
of the themes it addresses but also because of the interdisciplinary teams 
that include researchers from Philosophy, Sociology, History, Lin-
guistics, Literature, Geography, Economics, Law, Political Sciences, 
Psychology, Communication, Arts, etc., etc., in joint research projects), 
the A3ES ultimately validated this degree in the area of Humanities.  

From our point of view, such a reduction constitutes an amputa-
tion of what the area of Cultural Studies and this program really is, as 
well as its predecessor (whose philosophy was along the same lines), 
and which already reaped much of its success among students and re-
searchers (both nationally and internationally), precisely to the extent 
that it was built outside the monodisciplinary logic, seeking to be situ-
ated in the intersection area between the Humanities, Social Sciences, 
and Artistic Studies.  

Martins speaks of “Humanities” in another sense, including the 
Humanities and Social Sciences therein and considering that  

 
the development of Cultural Studies in Portugal remains nebulous 
and there are still ambiguities around the concept itself. In this 
sense, Sofia Sampaio states that some research projects in Portugal 
(namely teaching projects) equated Cultural Studies with mere cul-
ture studies (Sampaio, 2013, p. 76), which I consider a misconcep-
tion that my proposal has sought to clarify: Cultural Studies 
portray the vertiginous whirlwind that is the current human exist-
ence and, as such, may be considered as the new humanities (Mar-
tins, 2015).  

 
It is, indeed, a path with ups and downs, exposing both internal 

and external difficulties in relation to the various scientific areas in-
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volved in Cultural Studies production as well as to Universities, cur-
rently struggling with problems created by the Bologna process – 
which, in many cases, was responsible for the fact that European uni-
versities, both public and private, capitulated to market demands, plac-
ing themselves practically at its exclusive service.  

One last note of hope, still related to Cultural Studies and to the 
reception of Hall’s legacy, one of the major theoretical references in this 
area, in Portugal, concerns the fascination that the Portuguese have for 
the issue of national and cultural identity (curiously, one of the issues 
most worked on by the fascist ideological processes of the Portuguese 
Estado Novo) and that has led to a more attentive and critical reading 
of these themes.  

Let us hope that the future may bring a deepening of “Cultural 
Studies” in Portugal, which, for now, is merely a promise and still a hesi-
tation.  
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This book was born out of a dream: to network to-
gether a set of higher education institutions that, in 
several countries of the world, have long been working 
together on topics related to culture, both in the field 
of teaching and research. It was from this desire, in a 
pandemic context, that the International Network in 
Cultural Studies (RIEC) was born, constituting the 
present work as a first display of different lines of in-
vestigation developed by some of its members. 
It is, therefore, the portrait of a beginning. A begin-
ning of self and hetero-knowledge. It is a very gener-
ous beginning, because the texts that make up this 
book reflect a gesture of sharing between institutions 
that are at different points in their development and 
at different points in Cultural Studies. 
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