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Disjungao prismatica nos basaltos da Foz da Ribeira do Faial (Ilha da Madeira).
Basaltic columnar jointing at the mouth of the Faial Creek (Madeira Island).
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Geossitios / Geosites

Sequéncia estratigrafica de Algeriz

O mais completo registo do Carbdnico continental

Em Portugal, ocorrem rochas do Periodo Carbdnico (300-360 milhdes de anos) com natureza
distinta: as formadas em ambiente marinho e as originadas a supetrficie de um antigo continente.
As de origem continental, relativamente raras no nosso pais, estdo muito bem representadas neste
local, numa sequéncia composta por conglomerados, arenitos e argilitos. Trata-se de rochas de
origem sedimentar, formadas sobre rochas muito mais antigas (cerca de 600 milhdes de anos) de
origem marinha e que também podem ser aqui observadas. Nas rochas do Carbonico ocorrem
fosseis de origem vegetal que, noutros locais desta regido, estao associados a importantes jazidas
subterraneas de carvao, exploradas durante todo o século XX.

Algeriz stratigraphic sequence
The most complete record of the continental Carboniferous

Rocks of continental and marine origin from the Carboniferous Period (300-360 million years ago)
outcrop in Portugal. Rocks of this age formed over an ancient continent are relatively scarce in
Portugal but they are very well exposed on this geosite, showing sequences of conglomerates,
sandstones and clays. These rocks of a sedimentary nature were formed over much older marine
rocks (about 600 million years old) that also outcrop in this location. The Carboniferous rocks have
plant fossils that on other sites in this region are associated with important underground deposits
of coal that were exploited during the 20th century.
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